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Welcome again to our Newsletter, keeping you up to date on our plans for the reunion 

on: 29 and 30 September 2012 at Cabarlah. 

As we have said, you could be a great help in spreading the word to any of our 

relatives, the descendants of the five Irish siblings who with their father – old Sam, so 

bravely came from Ireland to Australia in the 1850s:  

John, James, Samuel, Catherine and Eleanor. 

If you find any relatives, please get as many details as possible (such as who they 

descended from) but definitely an email address so we can send them a Newsletter.   

Send to cazza56@live.com.au  

We met on 17 March (St Patrick's Day) at Carol Wilson's house in Rangeville.  

Accommodation:  Don't forget it is the last weekend of the Carnival and motels and 

other accommodation will be in short supply.   

Hall:  Three of the committee members (Jim, Lola and Julie) drove out to the 

Cabarlah Hall to have a good look around.  They were impressed with the facilities – 

the kitchen, stage, toilets etc – all fresh.  The hall is booked. 

Opening: We are hoping to have the reunion opened by an eminent person.   

Family Trees:  Three generations of each of the five, John, James, Samuel, 

Catherine (Kate) and Eleanor (Ellen) on five boards around the hall, with further 

generations on tables. 

Lunch:  Geham school is unable to cater for us due to school holidays.  We are now 

looking further in the hope of obtaining other volunteer groups to supply good quality 

food at a good price - maybe steak burgers/hamburgers, sandwiches, tea and coffee, 

cold drinks and slices for afternoon tea. 

Music:  We are planning on having easy listening music with some popular Irish 

songs here and there.  The music will not be too loud as we know it is important for 

people to be able to talk.  Dancing will be welcome for those who like some activity 

and will give others something to watch while they talk. 

mailto:cazza56@live.com.au


Poetry:  At intervals we plan to play a poem or two by Percy Plant.  Percy was a 

well-known poet and his books are popular.  Perhaps his son, Bram has some books 

that could be purchased.  I would certainly be a customer.  

Photos & Stories for a planned book:  Hopefully, people will bring photos and 

other memorabilia so that we can copy these for a book.  The ideal would be for a 

copy to be brought on a USB stick and copied easily onto a laptop for that purpose.  

It is envisaged that we could produce a Plant Family book in a couple of years.   

Sunday:  About 10.30 am, we are planning on having a short church service in the 

little church, built originally by Samuel Plant and his brothers and moved later on 

from what was then called Plant Lane to further along the New England Highway.  

This would be followed by trips to look at interesting places connected with our 

ancestors.  People will be free to go alone or in small groups. 

Cabarlah Cemetery: We are going to obtain a map of the Cabarlah Cemetery with 

names inserted on the grave sites to help those who might want to visit the 

cemetery. 

Facebook:  Ben Plant is going to make a site on Facebook specific to the Reunion 

with connections to other Plant sites such as the Plant Surname Group.  We don't 

know the name of this yet but shouldn't be too hard to find. 

Photo of Interest 

 

 

PHOTOS:  At intervals during the afternoon we will form groups of families so you 

can get photos of small and large groups, so bring your wonderful new cameras.   

Wedding photo of George Henry Plant 

(son of Samuel) & Anne Miller Richardson 

(Mrs Plant)  George was the 7th son of 

Sam. (One of the five siblings.) 

 



BOOK: We have seen some wonderful family history books and will have samples at 

the reunion for you to look at. Please think about what you could contribute in the 

way of photos and articles. Financing such an adventure is a conundrum. Costs seem 

to be quite high.  Do we have a benefactor out there who would be willing to fund the 

book? 

ITEM OF INTEREST:  Jim Crighton is now the world co-ordinator of the Plant One 

Name Society.  If you can't find the website, phone Jim on 4635 6864. 

 

Till next time.  Carol 

PS  Reminder: We would love you to email us any old photos for the Newsletter and 

perhaps later for the book.  cazza56@live.com.au If you would like to write some 

short stories from your memories of the past, or stories told to you by your parents 

and grand-parents, we would love to have them.  Let us know if you need help in 

putting these thoughts on paper. 

COMMITTEE:    
Chairman  Julie Moor (James)  

Secretary  Desley Telford (Eleanor) 
Treasurer  Carol Plant Wilson (Samuel) 
Co-ordinator  Lola Albion (James) 

   Jill Riwoe (John) 
   Mark Bradshaw (Eleanor) 
   Desley Lawrence McDonald(Catherine) 

   Jim Crighton (Samuel) 

 

Please direct enquiries to our Secretary, Desley Telford telfordad@bigpond.com 

Or 07 4636 2484 

 
REMINDER:  Don't forget to email the names and email addresses of any other 

contacts you think would like to receive the newsletters.  The more of our cousins 
who attend the Reunion, the more exciting it will be.  Thank you for your response up 

to now. 
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