
Chapter 15

Possible Origins for the Sheffield Plants
ASSESSING THE POSSIBILITIES FOR THE FIRST SHEFFIELD AREA PLANTS

October 1997. One of a series of Chapters by Dr. John S. Plant, Keele University, England, ST5 5BG.

T his Chapter sets out Plant data which, with fuller study, might help to establish the likely ori-
gins of the first Sheffield area Plants. Though possible forefathers for Lawrence of Bakewell

and Francis of Buxton seem few, there are more possibilities to consider when trying to identify
the antecedents of the progenitor

��� �����
of the Duckmanton Plants. Two different schemes, in

particular, are appraised in this Chapter. Possible schemes may be educed from such sources as data
for Plants at Great Longstone, 15 miles SW of Sheffield, as well as elsewhere such as further to the
west near 17th century Staffordshire. As indicated earlier, Plants arrived, by 1725, at Duckmanton
— some then travelled 10 miles NNW to Sheffield, where they became those who have been called
the Plant’s Yard Plants — many of their progeny remained there, such as the Sheffield shoemaker
William (i.e.

� � �	��

�����
) who was one of the closest Plants to Plant’s Yard by the times of the

1841 Census.

15.1 The changing distribution of English Plants
������������������������ "!��$#&%'�� (#)�+*���,.-/#"�$�0-/#"!$�1,2%'���3!�45-.���6�� & "!879,.-/:
;
#"��,<!�4�4���=>#) "?@=>#"��AB�0-/#"!$�
,'CED
45��=>#& "?F�
��=G�6-.AB��*��� ),@,.!$=G�'-/#&=G��,H7I#"-/JF-/J��KA/�� "!L%'�0-/#"!$�M!�4N7IJ�!$ "�64���=>#) &#"��,G��,O7��� ) I��,
72#"-/JP-/J��Q=H�� "�R!0ST,.U
AV#&���H72J
!H!�45-.���K=>!8*��>,.�'*��'AV�� �=>#& "��,XWY�'45!�A/�Z,.�'-.-/ &#)���[#&�P=>�0AVAV#)�0����C
\ -O,.�'��=>,>-/J1�0-']X#)�F,/:
%BJM7<��?L,']^-/J��6_� )����-[�
��=G�PJ1��;M=>#"��AV�0-.��;`�0A/!$:
�
;M-/J��6aE�
�$ )#),/J

=>#);1 )���
;
,2W+?cb8d ��� CQeXJ��f;
#),.-.AB#"W1:�-/#"!$�3!�4E-/J
#),g�
��=G�f7<��,N��!�-N:
�
#"45!�AV=hJ�!87i�'*��'AR���
;K-/J��'A/�f7<��,
�>Uj�0A/-/#)%':
 )�0AI%k!$�
%k����-.AB�0-/#"!$�K!�4l_E )���+-/,I�0-I-/J��R4��0Am,/#);��n!�4loI!�A/-/JPpI�'AVW+?L,/J
#"AV�n4qAV!$=srLJ��kt[�� );T]
45!�A
�ku���=GU1 "��]�!$�6-/J��NWY!�AV;��'A^WY�'-v7i�'���6oI!�A/-/JPrw-/��SY!�AV;
,VJ
#"A/�N���
;3a���,.-gx<J
��,/J
#"A/��C

15.1.1 Romance of the early Plants
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1The Plant surname is thought to have come into existence before the mid 13th century, perhaps first near Essex and

Norfolk (W.K.Plant (1990), Roots and Branches, 1, page 4).
2W.K.Plant (1990), Roots and Branches, 1, page 4.
3The 1984 version of the IGI for example lists that Eleanor Plantagenet married John Beaumont at Lancaster in

1339. It also includes the Lancaster births of Maud Duchess of Bavaria Plantagenet (b 4.4.1339) and Blanche Duchess
of Lancaster Plantagenet (b 25.3.1345), both to Henry Duke of Lancaster Plantagenet and Isabel Duchess of Lancaster
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19



20 CHAPTER 15. POSSIBLE ORIGINS FOR THE SHEFFIELD PLANTS

Thos.

Thomas
bap 23.4.1606 Manchester Cathedral
m 7.11.1638 Prestwich

Maria Barlow

Thomas
bap 21.3.1641 Radcliffe

cf. ���������
	�� of Figure 15.5

William/Gulielmus
bap 12.6.1643 Prestwich

?Ellen, bap 2.4.1657 Bury

William, bap 27.7.1668 Bury St Mary

? Laurence

Thomas
bap 23.11.1656 Bury St Mary
?m 10.8.1697 Bury St Mary

Eliz. Croston
(Her grandfather Ralph Cheetham was a brother
of the Humphrey Cheetham (1580-1653) who was
High Sheriff of Lancaster in 1635 and who founded
the Blue Coat Hospital and Library in Manchester.)

See Cheetham-Kay-Cooke-Cunliffe-Plant-Cooper pedigree
in Joseph Hunter’s Familiae Minorum Gentium.
This Thomas Plant’s son Lawrence was married in 1727
to Susanna Pilkington who was a great-grand-daughter
of Sir Francis Armitage.

Lawrence
bap 2.5.1658 Bury St Mary
m 13.6.1681 Bury

Margaret Kay

Lidia, bap 22.7.1682 Bury St Mary

Laurence, bap 5.11.1684 Bury St Mary

?Ann, bap 19.6.1687 Broughton near Preston

Thomas, bap 25.12.1690 Bury St Mary

Figure 15.1: A scheme of 17th century Lancashire Plant records
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15.1.2 Plants in parish records by 1700
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4The Latin word planta has two meanings, one being the sole of the foot.
5The other meaning of the Latin word planta is shoot for propagation, cutting.
6The Latin word genista means broom(-plant).
7Geoffrey Chaucer (?1341-1400).
8The surname Salt is said to be locative and to have derived from the village of Salt in North Staffordshire. The rarer

Staffordshire surname Wedgwood may have derived from a single ancestor from the nearby village of Wedgwood.
9The word ramified means ‘sent up shoots’ and it may be compared both with the Latin word planta meaning ‘shoot

for propagation’ and the Welsh word plant meaning ‘a child’.
10This is based on analyses of the 1842-6 Death Indices, the 1666 Hearth Tax returns, and earlier records, by David

Hey, Professor of Local and Family History, Sheffield University.
11W.K.Plant, Roots and Branches.
12International Genealogical Index, ibid.
13Table 15.1 lists evidence of 124 pre-1700 Plant records in the parish of Leek.
14Table 15.1 lists evidence of 119 pre-1700 Plant records within the boundary of Prestbury parish, given that this

boundary also envelops Macclesfield and Gawsworth.
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SW Midlands NW Midlands NE Midlands
County Total County Total Leading parishes County Total

Leicestershire 31 Lancashire 23 Yorkshire 17
Warwickshire 7 Cheshire 153 Prestbury (58), Macclesfield (41), Gawsworth (20) Derbyshire 31
Worcestershire 15 Staffordshire 227 Leek (124), Alstonfield (24), Mucklestone (28) Nottinghamshire 5
Gloucestershire 15 Shropshire 25 Sheriff Hales (19) Lincolnshire 115

Table 15.1: Distribution of pre-1700 Plant records around the Midlands in the 1984 IGI
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15.1.3 A rough outline of Midlands Plants up to Modern times
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15It should be noted however that some parishes are missing from the IGI on which Table 15.1 is based.
16This was William of Orange, b 1650, reigned 1689-1702.
17Historical change, or fluxion, was inspired for example by the ‘method of fluxions’, or Newtonian calculus, which

was invented by the great Cambridge scientist from Lincolnshire, Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727), who also provided
monumental theories of mechanics, dynamics, gravity, and optics.

18Before Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle of quantum theory (1925) all the great theories of Physics, from Newton’s
to Einstein’s, had been deterministic allowing calculations of future, as well as past, behaviours. Thus, it was around 1700
that Newton’s Laws of Motion for example (i.e. his Principia of 1687) firmly supplanted earlier beliefs in astrology; cf. Sir
Roger Penrose, The Emperor’s New Mind: concerning Computers, Minds, and the Laws of Physics, Oxford University
Press, 1989.

19W.K.Plant (Dec.1990), Roots and Branches, Vol.1, pages 4-6.
20A sizeable fraction of these records are late 17th century baptisms.
21W.K.Plant (Dec.1990), ibid.
22An estimate of 22% arises from Table 15.1 after adjusting the value (37%) given by that Table for the estimated

number of Plants elsewhere in the UK.
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23A modern location for a ‘Brand Side’ is on the Derbyshire side of Axe Edge. Branside could more generally imply
however ‘on the side of’ the high ground around Axe Edge (Derbyshire), The Roaches (Staffordshire) and Wincle Minn
(Cheshire) which could likely have been strategic sites for a fire beacon (Brand).

24David Hey (1980), Packmen, Carriers and Packhorse Roads: Trade and Communications in North Derbyshire and
South Yorkshire, Leicester University Press.
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Figure 15.2: NE Derbyshire by 1817 (from Magna Britannia, Lysons and Lysons, 1817) showing
(1) Great Longstone just north of Bakewell (bottom left corner) and (2) Duckmanton (bottom right
corner) 5 miles east of Chesterfield
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Anna
m 19.5.1616 Bakewell, Willm Bradburie

Anne
m 1620 Bakewell, Anthony Hancock

Anna
m 3.4.1637 Bakewell, Francis Staley

Arnold
Dorotheia, bap 18.11.1627 Bakewell

Maria, bap 2.10.1631 Bakewell

William
m ?.10.1636 Bakewell

Joane Whildon
or 20.11.1636 Bakewell
Joanna Wheildon

Anna, bap 7.1.1637 Bakewell

Elizabeth, bap 3.5.1640 Bakewell

cf. children 1648-75 of
William of Great Longstone
in Figure 15.4

Roger
m Elizabeth

female, bap 19.7.1657 Bakewell

Elizabeth, bap 22.4.1660 Bakewell

Margaria
bap 1.7.1663 Bakewell
?m 4.2.1689 Gt Longstone, Will Smith

Dorothy
bap 24.2.1670 Bakewell
?m 12.6.1687 Gt Longstone, Saml Gorrat

Johis
Margaria, bap 25.7.1658 Bakewell

Elizabeth, bap 1.1.1660 Bakewell

Richard
m 8.5.1669 Bakewell, Dorathy
?m(2) 21.8.1682 Gt Longstone, Hellina Foolow

Lawrence
m 5.7.1694 Bakewell

Mary Tayler
?m(2) 17.8.1719 Chelmorton

Edward Robinson

Thomesin/Thomisene
bap 1.2.1684 Bakewell
?m 12.9.1714 Tideswell

William Bramall

Samuell
bap 23.4.1689 Bakewell
?m 1.12.1714 Chesterfield

Isabelle Milne(r/s)

?Jane
bap 1710 Chelmorton

?Caleb
bap 1715 Chelmorton

Chesterfield-Nottingham
Plants of Figure 14.1

Samuell
m 8.4.1700 Bakewell, Jane White

?Jane, bap 4.2.1710 Chelmorton

?Caleb, bap 3.4.1715 Chelmorton

Figure 15.3: Bakewell area Plants: (I) some 17th century Bakewell parish records
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15.2 A ‘Yorkshire’ hypothesis for Wm(0)’s ancestry
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25The records of the 1984 version of the IGI were used as a basis for Table 15.1 with later versions being checked for
extra Plants for the purposes of most of the Figures in this account.
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Richard
m 10.9.1640 Gt Longstone, Elizabeth Higgens
?m(2) 15.11.1645 Gt Longstone, Ellin Shawe

Thomas
bap 18.7.1641 Gt Longstone

cf ���������
	�� of Figure 15.5

Robert
Anthony, bap 15.11.1648 Gt Longstone

William, bap 15.11.1648 Gt Longstone

Anthony
m 1.5.1648 Gt Longstone

Emm Pidcock

Thomas
bap 23.9.1648 Gt Longstone

less likely alternative for���������
	�� of Figure 15.5

William
bap 15.2.1650 Gt Longstone

offspring could have
included ��� ��� � of Duckmanton
cf. 3 local possibilities near Buxton
for � � ��� ����� baptism with a
father called William

Robert
bap 30.1.1652 Gt Longstone
?m Dorothy H
?m(2) Alicia
?m(3) (8/18).10.1686 Edensor
Ann Cresswell/Cawsrell

Alicia
bap 2.12.1675 Gt Longstone

Sarah
bap 9.12.1677 Gt Longstone

Alicia
bap 29.10.1687 Edensor

Margaret
bap 26.10.1688 Edensor

John
bap 16.2.1689 Edensor

offspring could have
included Ruth (bap 1737)
of first known Sheffield
Plant record

Peter
bap 16.2.1689 Edensor

Robert
bap 18.8.1691,25.10.1691 Edensor

Johanes
bap 18.4.1693 Edensor

Michael
bap 19.10.1697 Edensor
?m 30.3.1725 Beeley
Sarah Bolton

Anne, bap 6.2.1725 Edensor

Robert
bap 6.3.1727 Edensor
m 12.1.1764 Edensor

Anne Eyre

John, bap 6.12.1730 Edensor

Michael
bap 9.3.1732 Edensor
?m 19.2.1760 Edensor

Elizabeth Hancock

Peter, bap 9.9.1734 Edensor

Nicholas, bap 9.7.1738 Edensor

Thomas
bap 9.9.1739 Edensor
?m 1.1.1766 Edensor

Mary Eyre

Sarah, bap (2/27).4.1766 Edensor

Jno, bap 24.3.1769 Edensor

Ann
bap 21.4.1771 Edensor
?m 8.4.1799 Edensor, William Johnson

Michael, bap 8.5.1774 Edensor

Robert, bap 11.8.1776 Edensor

Hannah, bap 7.11.1779 Edensor

William, bap (4/17).3.1782 Edensor

Thomas, bap 13.2.1785 Edensor

Sarah, bap 9.12.1742 Edensor
?m 16.2.1768 Edensor, Jno.Roe

Samuel, bap 6.11.1748 Edensor

William, bap 27.10.1751 Edensor

Daniel
William, bap 19.7.1650 Gt Longstone

Thomas, bap 25.7.1652 Gt Longstone

William

William, bap 3.9.1648 Gt Longstone

Margaret, bap 21.2.1650 Gt Longstone
?m 27.5.1673 Gt Longstone, Robert Cook

Jane, bap ?.5.1654 Gt Longstone
?m 1.7.1684 Bakewell, Arthur Needham

Joan, bap 7.12.1656 Gt Longstone
?m 29.6.1676 Gt Longstone, Henry Boam

Elizabeth, bap 3.10.1659 Gt Longstone

female, bap 18.5.1662 Gt Longstone

Mary, bap 19.9.1664 Gt Longstone

William, bap 18.8.1667 Gt Longstone

female, b 6.5.1673 Gt Longstone

Elizabeth, bap 9.1.1675 Gt Longstone
?m 8.4.1700, Thomas Boam

Figure 15.4: Bakewell area Plants: (II) Plants from Great Longstone (ca.1640-1680)
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?? Figure 15.4
or Figure 15.1

Thomas —
��� �������
	

m 26.10.1663 Bilton Ainsty
Ursula Hickeringill

Elizabeth
bap 6.6.1665
Sherburn in Elmet

John
bap 4.10.1668
Sherburn in Elmet

Thomas
bap 12.10.1694

Sherburn in Elmet

William
bap 6.10.1695

Sherburn in Elmet
??became William

of Duckmanton

cf. � � ���
	 of Figure 15.10

Elizabeth
bap 14.10.1697

Sherburn in Elmet

John
bap 2.8.1699

Sherburn in Elmet

cf. John father of Ruth,
first known Sheffield
Plant record in 1737

Mary
bap 25.6.1701

Sherburn in Elmet

Mark
bap 30.3.1703

Sherburn in Elmet

Figure 15.5: The ‘Yorkshire’ ancestral hypothesis for the Duckmanton Plants
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15.2.2 An associated hypothesis for the Yorkshire Plants
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26Alternatively, the early Lincolnshire Plants may, for example, have joined a general trend of southwards migration
towards London.
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15.2.4 Some other possible links for the North Derbyshire Plants
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27It may be noted that 
���
�������� of Bilton Ainsty would seem to have been more likely the age of the Thomas Plant
baptised at Great Longstone (NE Derbyshire) in 1641 (Figure 15.4) than the one who was baptised there in 1648. This
derives from the supposition that, in the data of Figure 15.5, 
���
�������� married at Bilton Ainsty in 1663 and he would
have been rather young (15) even for those times if he had been baptised at Great Longstone in 1648 instead of in 1641.

28This Richard Plant may have been (?back) in Great Longstone for a second marriage in 1645. It is unclear, however,
whether this was the same Richard as the one who later married a Dorathy at Bakewell in 1669 (Figure 15.3) — it can be
added that a Richard and Dorothy Plant had children at Leek in 1670 and 1682.

29Figure 15.1 shows another possible baptism for 
���
�������� at Radcliffe in Lancashire. The year of the baptism at
Radcliffe (1641) is the same as that at Great Longstone and so both of these recorded baptisms are similarly well suited
to the apparent age of 
���
�������� . Furthermore Radcliffe is also a similar distance from Bilton Ainsty, being about 50
miles to its WSW whilst Great Longstone is about 50 miles to its SSW.

30It is no more than the fact that Great Longstone is 15 miles west of Duckmanton that forms a basis for supposing the
‘return’ of 
���
������������ grandson William from mid-Yorkshire, which is some 40 miles away, to NE Derbyshire and it
needs to be added that this return was to a different location, 15 miles away, in NE Derbyshire.

31There were Roman baths at Buxton (Aquae Arnemetiae) and it may not have been unknown to the Romans that there
were coal outcrops nearby on Axe Edge.
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32It was not until 1780 that the 5th Duke of Devonshire built Buxton Crescent with its former ballroom which now
houses the town library. The seat of the Dukes of Devonshire was (and is) at the Chatsworth House estate, about 15 miles
to the east, which is shown as the shaded area just east of Bakewell in Figure 15.2.

33Joseph Hunter, 1819, Hallamshire, ibid, page 60.
34John Heath (1993) An Illustrated History of Derbyshire.
35David Hey (1980), Packmen, Carriers and Packhorse Roads, ibid, pages 31, 51, 121.
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Figure 15.6: NW Derbyshire by 1789 (from an Actual Survey by P.P.Burdett 1789) showing (1)
Brand Side near (2) the triple point joining the counties of Derbyshire, Staffordshire and Cheshire
(bottom left corner) and (3) Chelmorton en route to Great Longstone north of Bakewell (bottom
right corner)
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(a) Macclesfield St Michael in the parish of Prestbury (Cheshire)

Lawrence

Lawrence, bap 4.3.1632 Maccles.St.Mich.
m 11.6.1662 Prestbury

Margaret Worthington

cf. children (1684-9) in Figure 14.1
of Lawrence of Bakewell

Alice, bap 18.2.1638 Maccles.St.Mich.

Edrus, bap 14.1.1639 Maccles.St.Mich.

Thomas, bap 7.6.1640 Maccles.St.Mich.

(b) Leek (Staffordshire)

Law.
m(1) Mary
?m(2) 20.2.1655 Leek

Joan Plant
?m(3) 26.3.1657 Leek

Anne Gent

Laurence
bap 15.5.1640 Leek
= Mary Masterson
?m 11.12.1680

Mary Lomas
?became Lawrence of Bakewell

Law.
bap 17.10.1678 Leek
?m Margerie

Maria, bap 18.6.1703 Leek

Martha, bap 1.1.1705 Leek

Jhn, bap 31.9.1706 Leek

Mary, bap 6.10.1708 Leek

William, bap 14.2.1711 Leek

Margery, bap 1.8.1712 Leek

cf. further children (1684-9) in Figure 14.1
of Lawrence of Bakewell

Marg.
bap 2.10.1645 Leek

Hannah
bap 23.5.1658 Leek

Tho.
bap 10.4.1663 Leek

?Law.
bap 6.1.1686 Leek

Figure 15.7: Possible origins of the Sheffield area Plant forefather Lawrence of Bakewell
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36As indicated in Figure 15.3, it is not entirely clear how a ?1700 Bakewell marriage, between a Samuell Plant and a
Jane White, fits into the scheme of one or more Samuel(s) at Bakewell, Chelmorton, and Chesterfield.
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15.3.3 Lawrence Plant of Bakewell
� ,>�� )A/����;�?F��!�-.��;T]i!$���3!�4m-/J��Kr�J��ktH�� );F�0A/���c_E )���+-H���
%k��,.-.!�AB,>7<��, �w:
#"-.�345����,/#"W1 )?c-/J��~4����

-/J��'A8]X�(��72A/���
%k��]X!�4n�FrL��=Q:��� 2_� )����-[72J�!�7i��,[!�4n-/J��K )�0A/���6Uj�0AV#),/JF!�4 �i�0z��'7i�� ) � oI!�A/-/J
pg�'A/Ww?w,/J1#"A/� � ���
;�-/J
����!�42x<J���,.-.�'A �j�� ); � oIa9pg�'A/Ww?w,/J1#"A/� � 37 C \ 4<7��H��,V,/:
=G�G-/J
�0-R-/J
#),Zx<J
��,.-.�'A �
�1�� );�rL��=Q:��� � ,I45�0-/J��'Am7<��,m#)�
;��'��;P%'�� ) "��;K�(��72A/���
%k�f_E )���+- 38 ]}7��f=>��?6-/J����6U1A/!w%k�'��;K-.!OA/��=>�0A/z
-/J
�0-N�(�87XA/���
%k��� , �+:
#)-.�Q:
�1%k!$=>=G!$���
��=G�G,/:�������,/-/,N-/J
�0-NJ��G=>��?KJ
��*��GWY�'���K-/J��f!$���f72J�!@7<��,
W1�0U
-/#&,.��;�#)��-/J��G )�0A/���GU1�0AB#),/JK!�4i_EA/��,.-.W1:
A/? � a9x^J���,/J
#"AV� � ]}7IJ
#)%VJ�,/:
A/A/!$:
�
;1,��K��%'%' "��, �1�� &;����
;
$ �872,.7i!�A/-/JT] � ��#)�$:�A/�nb��wC d � � �.� ]�!�Al-/J
�0-iJ��X=>�8?fJ1��*��2WY�'���>�R;
# SY�'A/����-']+%k!$��-.��=GUY!�AV�0AV?f� ��7XAV���
%k�
72J�!P7i��,ZW1�0U
-/#&,.��;c#)�c-/J��HUj�0AV#),/J�!�4I� �'�'z � oga|rw-/��S}!�AB;
,/J
#"AV� � 72J
#)%BJc��;�{.!$#)�
,R#"-R-.!K-/J��[,/!$:�-/J
� ��#"�$:�A/�>b��wC d � W �.� C

\ -I-/J
���P45!$ ) "!�72,X-/J1�0-m#)-I=>�8?PJ
�8*��QWY�'���K�[,/!$��rL��=Q:��� �!�4l�@�(�87XA/���
%k�Q4qAV!$= -/J��Q4��0Am,V#);��R!�4
-/J�� � #"�$J�_ ���0z � :
�
;�A/��; � oI� pg�'A/Ww?w,VJ
#"A/� � 72J�!@�0A/AV#"*���;������0AZx^J���,.-.�'A �1�� &; � oga pg�'A/Ww?w,VJ
#"A/� �
#)�F-/J
�6?����0AV,@�0A/!$:
�1; b8d ��� C eXJ1#),>#),[�0W}!$:
->-/J��P,V��=G�P-/#&=G�6��,[72J���� � � ����� �� ),.!��0AVAV#"*���;
�����0A~x<J���,.-.�'A �j�� );T]E�0-Opg:1%/zL=>����-.!$� C eXJ1#),f%'���MWY�3,.�'-[�0�$��#&�
,.-H��Wj��%/zw��A/!$:
�
;F!�4N;��'*��� )!�U1#)���
-.AV��;��n���1;~%k!$=>=Z:1�
#)%'�0-/#"!$�
,^�0-2-/J
�0-^-/#)=G�NWY�'-v7i�'���~-/J��n%k!$:1��-/#"��,XW}�'?�!$�1; ��AB���
; � x<J���,/J1#"A/�N���
;
rw-/��SY!�AV;
,/J1#"A/� � �0-X-/J��n4��0A2,/#&;��m!�4��
!�A/-/J3pg�'A/Ww?w,/J1#"A/�N���
;~-/J��Zr�J��ktH�� ); � x^J���,.-.�'A �1�� &;O�0AV��� 39 C\ �H,/J
!�A/-']�-/J��g��*0��#) )�0W1 )�XU1�0AV#),VJG���
;H�0U
U1A/����-/#&%k��,/J
#"U>AV��%k!�AV;
,lAV�� )�0-/#)���n-.!Z-/J���#"Al!�AB#"�$#)�
, � x^J
�0U �
-.�'A[bk� � ,/:�������,.-Z-/J
�0-RWY!�-/J�� ��:�A/���
%k�[���
; � � ����� =>��?�J1��*��H!�AB#"�$#)�
�0-.��;�45A/!$= �����0A �<:LuL-.!$�
� oI� pI�'AVW+?L,/J
#"AV� � !�AXWY�'?�!$�
;T]1�����0A2-/J��Qx<J���,VJ
#"A/��� rw-/��SY!�AV;
,VJ
#"A/�gWY!�AV;��'A�Cl_EA/!8*L#);���;~-/J1�0-X7��Z��, �
,/:
=>�i-/J1�0- � � ����� !�4}pm:
%Vzw=>���+-.!$�>7<��,l#)�1;��'��;fJ��^72J�!m7<��,�!�4 Branside, Prestbury ]+��,/,/����-/#)�� & "?�� ) j-/J��mzw�
!872�[UY!$,/,/#"W1#& )#"-/#"��,�45!�A^J
#),i���
;@�(��72A/���
%k��� ,<W1�0U
-/#&,/=>,�!w%'%':�A<72#)-/J
#)�>-/J
�IWY!$:
�
;1�0A/?f-/J
�0-
%k!$�+-/��#)�
,Q-/J��@-v7i!���;�{ !$#&�
#)��� �  &�0A/��� � U1�0AV#),/J
��,R!�42�(�'�'z � oga|rw-/��SY!�AV;
,/J
#)A/� � ���
;�_EA/��,.-.W1:�AV? � a
x<J���,VJ
#"A/� � Cio2![!�-/J��'AIUY!$,/,V#"W1#) )#)-/#"��,E�0A/� � ��,2?��'- � zL��!872� � %k4 C ��#"�$:�AV�Hb��wC)b � 45!�AI� ��7XAV���
%k�Z#)�3U1�0A �
-/#)%':
 &�0An���
;T](#)���@7I#);��fA/�'�$#"!$��!�4^,.�'*��'AV�� E%k!$:
��-/#)��,n�0A/!$:
�
; �iAV���1;T] -/J��'A/�[�0A/�>��!~!�-/J��'AnzL��!�72�
UY!$,/,/#"Wj#) )#"-/#"��,E4q!�A � � ����� � � W1�0U1-/#),/= 40 C
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37It was mentioned in Chapter 14 that the available information could be taken to indicate that this Lawrence’s son
Samuel had a connection with Bakewell’s chapelry of Chelmorton (near Buxton) around 1710-15.

38It should be noted that some additional information in Figure 15.3 leaves some uncertainty about whether there may
have been another Samuel in Bakewell parish. The Bakewell records contain a marriage for a Samuell just 11 years after
the baptism of a Samuell to Lawrence.

39The accounts for the ‘Attercliffe group’ of ironmasters (near Sheffield) show that their trade was starting to extend to
Cheshire around 1700, with consignments being sold to the Cheshire market towns of Chester, Knutsford, and Nantwich
in the first 15 years of the 18th century. Certainly, by 1749, the adjacent Staffordshire township of Leek was indicted in
the quarter sessions for not repairing ‘a great carriers’ road ... chiefly used by packhorses who carry salt out of Cheshire
... and bring back malt ... upon a modest calculation above 100 packhorses loaded with salt pass weekly ...’ — this route
led to Chesterfield, near Duckmanton, though it passed through Hartington and Matlock some distance to the south of the
Plants at Great Longstone.

40The known possibilities for � � ��� � � � baptism are at Gawsworth and Leek. The possibility at Gawsworth is for
1696 (Figure 14.4(d)). The small parish of Gawsworth, which contains Gawsworth Hall, is surrounded by the parish of
Prestbury (East Cheshire). There are also three possible baptisms for � � ��� � at Leek (Figure 14.4(e)) dated 1698, 1702
and 1706. The latter date, for example, would imply that � � ��� � would have been aged 19 at the time of his 1725
marriage to Ann Webster at Ault Hucknall, at which he is described as ‘William Plant of Duckmanton’ (Chapter 9). The
earliest known possible baptism, at Gawsworth, would imply that � � ��� � would instead have been aged 29.
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(a) Sheriff Hales (Shropshire)

John
m Izabel

Mary, bap 1610
m 1633 John Hill

Margarett, bap 1616

Jane, bap 1624

Francis, bap 1626
m Mary

Fra(u)ncis, bap 1652

Ann, bap 1655

Sarah, bap 1657

Elizabeth, bap 1661

Daniel, bap 1662
m Ruth

Elizabeth, bap 1691

Thomas, bap 1664
?? cf Thomas of Seighford in section (b) below

Robert
Francis
m 10.2.1724 Mary Heath

Sarah, bap 1723

Margaret, bap 1728

Elizabeth, bap 1730

Frances, bap 1735

John
=Elizabeth/Ann/Mary

Mary, bap 1690

Anne, bap 1694

John, bap 1696
m 1723 Elizabeth Kibble

John, bap 1726

??cf. children of � ����������� 	�� below

Mary, bap 1699

Elizabeth, bap 1701

Jane, bap 1703

Margaret, bap 1705

William, bap 1707
??cf. William of Seighford in section (b) below

John — � ����������� 	��
m Sarah

Richard
bap 17.3.1734

Francis
bap 29.10.1738
?became Francis of Buxton
m 19.5.1757
Mary Bullock

Sarah, bap 21.8.1757 Wellington Christ Church

Ann, bap 1.10.1759

John, bap 23.4.1762
?John son of Francis of Buxton apprenticed in Sheffield in 1776

William, bap 28.12.1764

Thomas, bap 2.2.1766

Mary, bap 7.2.1769

Francis, bap 8.3.1771

William, bap 6.10.1773

Daniel, bap 4.10.1775

Margaret, bap 20.8.1777

Margaret, bap 11.9.1778

Ann
bap 18.1.1742
?m 26.3.1767
John Smith

(b) Seighford and Pattingham (Staffordshire)

Thomas of Seighford
m Mary

Frances, bap 22.3.1703 Seighford

John, bap 3.3.1705 Seighford

Tho, bap 7.11.1708 Seighford

William of Seighford
m Sarah

Francis
bap 23.7.1732 Seighford
?m 6.10.1766 Walsall

Ann Green
?became Francis of Buxton

William, bap 27.11.1734 Seighford
?moved to Pattingham
m Sarah

John, bap 22.9.1767 Pattingham

Mary, bap 8.1.1770 Pattingham

Jane, bap 9.3.1736 Seighford

Ann, bap 9.8.1741 Seighford

Figure 15.8: Possible origins of the Sheffield area Plant forefather Francis of Buxton
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41The Victoria County Histories of England: Staffordshire, Vol.20, page 192.
42This historically important coalfield extended 3 miles east to west and 10 miles from Lilleshall, just NW of Sheriff

Hales, to just south of Coalbrookdale.
43Abraham Darby came from Bristol to Coalbrookdale and rebuilt the then-derelict blast furnace with brick and giant

bellows to successfully smelt iron ore with coke in 1709. It was nearby at Horsehay, 6 miles SW of Sheriff Hales, that
his son Abraham Darby II and his partner established that coke was commercially superior to charcoal for the smelting
and forging of iron (The Industrial Revolution in Shropshire, Barrie Trinder, 2nd Edition, 1981.

44Fire bricks had earlier been imported to East Shropshire from Stourbridge (Barrie Trinder, The Industrial Revolution
in Shropshire, ibid).
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45John Heath (1993), An Illustrated History of Derbyshire.
46David Hey (1980), Packmen, Carriers and Packhorse Roads, ibid, p 122.
47Amongst various possibilities, this father William could have been Anthony’s son William (bap 15.2.1650) of Great

Longstone. Moreover this William could have been the uncle of the John Plant who first went to Sheffield (Figure 15.4)
to become, in 1737, the father of Ruth Plant.
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(a) A scheme of Edale Eyres

Thomas
m Mary

Thomas
bap 28.2.1696

John
bap 18.11.1696

Thomas
bap 1.1.1699
?m Ann

Mary, bap 29.11.1716

Thomas, bap 12.10.1718

Joseph
bap 11.12.1720
cf. Joseph of Chelmorton below

Ann, bap 21.7.1723

Ellis, bap 3.4.1726
m Hannah

Peggy
bap 27.1.1756

Ellis
bap 17.6.1759
?m Elizth

Ellis, bap 15.7.1791

Elizabeth, bap 19.4.1795

Sarah, bap 13.8.1797

Charlotte, bap 20.4.1800

Rowland
bap 30.10.1763
?m Elizabeth

Mary, bap 26.4.1793

Jonathan, bap 27.12.1793

Hannah, bap 20.10.1728

George, bap 21.2.1730
m Elizabeth

Hannah
bap 10.7.1757

Thomas
bap 6.8.1758

Sarah, bap 26.3.1733
?m 14.6.1752 Robert Marshall

James, bap 13.1.1736

Edward
bap 25.5.1707

Joseph
bap 10.7.1709

cf. children below of
Joseph of Chelmorton

Benjamin
bap 27.12.1712

(b) An Eyre family from Chelmorton

cf. possible
Edale ancestry
in (a) above

Joseph
m Ann

Ann, bap 3.1.1739 Chelmorton
?m 12.1.1764 Edensor Robert Plant

Mary, bap 13.3.1742 Chelmorton
?m 1.1.1766 Edensor Thomas Plant

Solomon, bap 2.2.1745 Chelmorton

Thomas, bap ?.8.1769 Gt Longstone

John, bap 22.12.1769 Gt Longstone

Elizabeth, bap ?.11.1773 Gt Longstone

William, bap 5.6.1775 Gt Longstone

William, bap 27.11.1753 Chelmorton

James, bap 14.1.1755 Chelmorton

Figure 15.9: Possible ancestry of the Eyre brides of the Plants
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51David Crossley (1989), Water Power on the Sheffield Rivers, ibid, p 92.
52David Hey (1980), Packmen, Carriers and Packhorse Roads, ibid, pps 120-1.
53Mary Walton (1948), Sheffield: its Story and its Achievements, p104.
54Barbara Eyre of High Low near Hathersage had married into the Jessop family of Broom Hall in 1664 and John Eyre

of High Low (alias John Gell of Hopton) married Isabella Jessop of Broom Hall in 1721.
55Some further relevant evidence, for James for example, was outlined in Chapter 14.
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William of Duckmanton — � � � �
	
brickmaker
m 12.12.1725 Ault Hucknall
Ann Webster

bur 29.9.1769 Duckmanton

John
bricklayer
bap 1.1.1734 Duckmanton
to Rotherham then Little Sheffield

Chapters 14 and 17

James
yeoman
bap 29.6.1740 Duckmanton
possible the James apprenticed
in Sheffield in 1768

two of his sons came to
Sheffield (Chapter 14)

Benjamin — ����� ��� ���	� ��

� 	
bellows maker
bap 5.11.1742 Duckmanton
to Sheffield then Little Sheffield

Thomas
farmer
bap 26.12.1745 Duckmanton
to Clowne

his eldest son � � � �
	 settled
near Sheffield (Chapters 9 and 17).� � � �
	 was probably the father
of the shoemaker William.

Figure 15.10: Duckmanton ancestors of the Sheffield (Plant’s Yard) Plants
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56Peeps into the Past, ibid.
57Lead production centred on North Derbyshire from prehistoric, Roman, and mediaeval times — it is the only county

specified as lead producing in the Domesday Book, with mines at Ashford, Bakewell, Crich, Matlock and Wirksworth. In
the 16th and 17th centuries the riches of the North Derbyshire Gell and Eyre families depended on it until most of the ore
was exhausted. Lead production involves crushing the ore, roasting it, and placing it in an air-blown furnace with coke
and limestone.

58Lead ore and limestone were abundant in NW Derbyshire and iron ore and coal in NE Derbyshire.
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59There were significant annexations of Derbyshire land to Sheffield in 1928, 1933, and 1967.


