
Chapter 16

Origins of the Plant name
A VIEW WITH PARTICULARITY TO ITS MEANING IN NW ENGLAND

May 1998. One of a series of Chapters by Dr. John S. Plant, Keele University, England, ST5 5BG.

T he deliberations of this Chapter consider the origins of the Plant name. Supplementary theories
are formulated beyond those that have traditionally been recognised. It seems that the Plant

name could have developed mostly near medieval Lancashire — this appears to have implications
when choosing a theory to be judged the most appropriate for the early meaning of the name.

16.1 Theories of Plant origins
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16.1.1 Traditional theories for the Plant surname
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1W.K.Plant, Roots and Branches.
2This has been suggested by for example David Hey, Professor of Local and Family History, Sheffield University.
3I am grateful to the Local Historian Martin Phillips, Assistant Director of Keele Information Services, for reading a

recent draft of this Chapter.
4Ernest Weekly (1916), Surnames, p185.
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16.1.2 The surname Gard(i)ner
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16.1.3 A gardener theory for Plant
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����<���&/�i�M��8:���L.6�����$k��>.6�i�����[�p#%.6��2'��&'��&�#�o'��&/�M����9'������.6���$�%&7� ���i�����>������#%��&'�X���_�����(��?���&'.�01� Plant Gqi�'�y&'.�01� � ��&���R le Plaunteur ���=& � ?'&`���=&�#%2��%&'���;�$���3��&�S���V:S��x�M����0j�+<�,$��.6��,$Rb�M�Y01��.�& .
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��W;���@<��$�M��23.��@.�&7.�2;2'�$���$�%&'.�, ~ ?;�M�����v<�.6���$�%&"����."�p#%.6��2���&�}
��&�#�o%�=&`�M����9;������.6���$�%&j���P�����>��*A,�.�&/�g����,�.6�M��2�o`&'.�01����GgqK���i�M��.�&'2'.6��21��.6���$�%&'.�,��K�������'.6�-�����K��?'��&'.�01�
*A,=.�&`�M��QP��&��B01��.�&'�)."�p9;,�.�&/�M���X����QP��.�&'��o 10 W:�����%?'#%�"���;���X0j�$#%�/�-9P�����'.69v�AQP�B<��%019'���%0j�=�M��2"�����%&��
D@�������M�+<��%0j01��&/�L���;.6� bene ���i���'��l�.6���=&mD@����2y� �����pD-��,�,	o'���(�p9;���%�M9P�����%?'��o$G)I��{�h���E��8�.�019;,$�������
l�.6���=&w01��.�&;��&�#y��� bene ������.65���&Y�M��#����������1DK�$���w�����m�����%,$�"���K�����x� �/����o�01��.�&;��&�#m���i���'�+ln.6����&
D@����2 planta W�
/?;�$�M�J2'�tOP������&`�X��&/�M����9'������.6�����%&'�X<��%?',�2+QP�L��2'?;<���2HW:9Z�����'.69;�@<�.6����R:��&�#[<��%&'&�����.6���$�%&'�
���)���v&'�!�M��.�&;2'��&�#�o$Wn�pD-��.�,����`Rz�h�%?'&;2�����o$WZ�������v��0 � ���������%,�2Ho$G N ?'<��z.�,��M����&'.6���$k��1<��%&'&�����.6�����%&'�BDK��,�,
QP�><��%&'����2'������27.6#%.���&m,�.6�M����G

qi�'�%?�#%�������3�M��.�&'2;.6��2 .�������<���.6�����%&'�(���K�����"&'.�0j��� Plant .�&'2 Planterose DL�$��� �p#%.6��2'��&'��&�#�o
�M����0 D@��,�,Z����.��M�%&���2�W����'�J��.6�������)����0j�=,�.6�-&'.�0j� Pluckerose �'.��X�M��.�2;�$���$�%&'.�,�,�R!��.����M��2�
/?'���M���$�%&'� 11 G

5R.H.Reaney (1958), A Dictionary of British Surnames, p 253. Also W.K.Plant (Dec 1990), Roots and Branches, 1, p
4.

6C.M.Matthews (1966), English Surnames, pps 103, 111, 319.
7This is based for example on written evidence by one of the household of Duke Humphrey of Gloucester, who was a

brother of the Lancastrian King Henry V (1387-1422). He writes in the Book of Nurture:-

Serve fastyng plommys, damsons, cheries and grapes to plese,
After mete, peers, nottys, strawberries, wyneberries and hard chese,
Also blawnderelles, pipyns, caraway in comfyte.
Compostes ar like to these.

and he instructs the chamberlain about how to make ‘a medicinable bath’ for his lord with similar verses on boiling
together no less than twenty herbs and flowers.

8The detailed rules concerning whether castles were royal, or in private ownership, was a matter of some ongoing
dispute (Sir Maurice Powicke (1962), The Thirteenth Century 1216-1307, Oxford University Press, Second Edition, p
20).

9W.K.Plant (Dec 1990), Roots and Branches, 1, p 4.
10P.H.Reaney (1958), ibid, p 253.
11C.M.Matthews (1966), ibid, p 157.
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(a) (b)

Figure 16.1: Some counties relevant to Plant origins with (a) showing their spread (black) from NW
to SE England. In (b) the individual counties include, to the west of the pennines, the NW county of
Lancashire (black) which lies north of Cheshire and Staffordshire (black) — the route through Der-
byshire then passes east across the pennine foothills to Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire (black),
with the East Anglian counties of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Essex reaching southwards towards London
in the SE.

|L9'9;.6����&/��,$R3.[���%�M�(<�.6�����$��2m.j����#%&'���v<�.�&'<��B���{���$#%�/���)� k����L,�.�&'2�Ggqi�/?;��W'� Gp|�Gpl�� D-���1��S�V��6e`�K01��&:}
���$�%&'�1.C� ���$��&'2w���B�'����DK���r����,�2 u ?'<��/RY���Ll�.�&;<�.��M�M���x,�.�&'2b��&b|E���'2�� DK&b]������������y� N ?'���M��8;�(Q/R
�%&��r� ����2v�J���%�M� 12 G �J�$k���& ���'�+,���5���,$Rrl�.�&'<�.����;�$���j������#%��&'�>���)���'�+*-,�.�&`�!&'.�01��W{�%&��30j�$#%�/�(D@�%&:}
2����!DK�����������!�����3l�.�&'<�.����M����.�&Y����2w���%�M�r� DK�'��<��w.69'9P��.6�����%&w�����+*-,�.�&/�!<��%.6�[���K.6��0x���><�.6�����$��2
���$#%&;���v<�.�&'<��J.�,��M�x�h���i���'� �;���M�i*-,�.�&`��� 13 G

I�&x2���� ������&'<��L�M�x�p#%.6��2���&'��&�#�o$W/DK�'��<��j�'.��-QP����&x.����M�:<���.6�M��2"DK�$���1���'�L*A,=.�&`�@��?���&'.�0j��W`�$�-������0j�
����,$��k6.�&/�L�M�3<��%019;.6���!������D@.�R��J��&yDK�'��<��mQP�����m���A�����!&;.�01���L*-,�.�&/�L.�&'2 �B.6��2���� ��&����E0x.�Ry�'.�k��
�����$#%�=&'.6�M��2HG"]'���������"01�%01��&/��W{.y����019;,��!��8�.�019;,��jDK��,�,���?:s"<��j�M�C������D ���'.6�>�����+2'���M�M���$Q;?����$�%&;�
���{������*-,�.�&/�K.�&'2 �B.6��2����h��&����E��?���&'.�0j���i.6���(2'�$OZ������&/��GX�J&m�����>#���&'����.�,�0j��#���.6�M����R39;.6���y���%?����:}
DX.6��2'�)� ���%0 ln.�&'<�.����'�$���>��&7aKc F-&�#%,�.�&'23�������%?�#%�zdX�������'�$���B�M�xaL������� N ��.
OP����2'���'�$����W����������(.6���
.��10j.�&/R .��j����UC�:<�<�?�������&'<����!���L�����7��?���&'.�0j�"*A,=.�&`�1��&w�����rS��
��� N �M��5���}	�%&:}�qn����&/�jq���,$��9v���%&��
u �$����<��M����RzDK�������[���������[.6����W���&4<��%&`�M��.�����W��%&',$Rz�6e3�:<�<�?�������&'<����B�h��� �J.6��2���� � � ��&�����G(]����(l��%&'2��%&
� N F FA&�#%,=.�&'2v��W����'�j9;.6�M�M����&Y���>�M�M���$5��=&�#%,$Rm����k������M��2 DL�$���r� ���(��8�.�019;,$�"���6e �B.6��2���� ��&������(�=&r�����
S����:S u �$����<��M����Rx.�&;2xR����>� Q�RmS��
�6e`� ~ ?'���LS��:SB*A,�.�&/����G��z�����B9;.6������<�?',=.6��,$R�W%����<���&/�X�M��?'2'�$���-���H��.6��,$R
*A,=.�&`�@����<�����2'� 14 ,$��&;2jD@���$#%�`�@�M�1.���?�9'9P�%���$���$�%&[���;.6�@���'�E*-,�.�&`�@&'.�01�B<��%?',�24��?'&',���5�� �B.6��2���� ��&���� �
�'.�k��(�����$#%�=&'.6�M��2701�%�M��,$R3&���.6�Kln.�&'<�.����'������G

12P.H.Reaney (1958), A Dictionary of British surnames, p124 quotes the story from M.A.Lower (1860), Patrinymica
Britannica with ‘On the front of the farm belonging to him is a large rose tree, to which the reeve of the manor periodically
comes and either plucking or pulling a flower, sticks it in his button hole, and walks off’.

13It should be added, however, that there is some doubt whether the red rose was a significant Lancastrian emblem by
the times that the names Planterose and Plant came into existence. Though the white rose of York is said to have been
used throughout the struggles of the so-called ‘War of the Roses’, in the second half of the 15th century, the red rose of the
opposing Lancastrians is reputed not to have been seen until the last battle, Bosworth Field, in 1485 — there are however
claims that the royal House of York destroyed earlier evidence for the royal House of Lancaster. Such debate (relating
largely to the significance to the colour of the rose) has to be set alongside the indications that the names Planterose and
Plant came into existence in the times of the still earlier royal House of Plantagenet.

14Such studies, which include examinations of early Poll Tax records for example, have been presented by David Hey
at the 1997 Earl Lecture at Keele University, though they are not as yet published in detail.
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16.2 A preliminary reappraisal of the evidence
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16.2.1 An East Anglian context
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16.2.2 Possible ramification from the north
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15By the 16th century in Norfolk, examinations of large numbers of surnames show that some 19% were of the occupa-
tional type, though recent studies indicate that only 7% of those admitted as Freeman at Lynn before 1300, for example,
had occupational names. Richard McKinley (1975), English Surname Series: II Norfolk and Suffolk Surnames in the
Middle Ages, Phillimore Press, pps 31-33.
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16.2.3 Some likely implications for the meaning of Plant
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16.3 A Lancashire context in Plantagenet times
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16Though there may sometimes be more than one place with the same name, the origins of locative surnames are
generally relatively easy to fix. Within an East Anglian context, modern studies of surnames in Norfolk and Suffolk show
that some of the richer families had adopted hereditary surnames by as early as the beginning of the 12th century. For
others there, the process was still developing for a further four centuries. It seems particularly relevant to add however that
a high proportion of 14th century East Anglian townsmen are known to have had locative surnames that had originated
elsewhere, even though for most of them this was from as near as 10 miles of their town. David Hey (1987), Family
History and Local History in England, p 31.

17R.A.McKinley (1975), ibid, pps 97-8.
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(a) (b)

Figure 16.2: Distribution of pre-1700 IGI Plant records: showing (a) the region of England consid-
ered (black) and (b) the distribution of Plant records throughout those counties. Particularly large
numbers (large grey spots) are found in Cheshire and Staffordshire in the NW Midlands, and also
in Lincolnshire away to the east. Smaller numbers (black spots) reach down, for example, from
Lancashire through the west Midlands. There is only a small spot for the whole county of Yorkshire
(to the east of Lancashire), shown near the triple point joining its 3 ridings.
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18An objective of further investigation would be to arrive at more realistic realms of likely association between such
surnames and bye-names as Gard(i)ner, Plante, Plaunte, Plont(e), Plaint, Plauntes, Planche, Plank, Plaunteur, Plantebene,
Planterose, and Plantagenet. Assumed connections between some of these names have led to the ‘gardener’ theory
though the stoutness of its underlying assumptions has been questioned above, not least in the context of usual East
Anglian surnames.
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16.3.1 Some local linguistic considerations
� ���+aK�����M�3D-����2 planta 0j.�RY�'.�k��7<��%01�3�M�4&��������Yl�.�&'<�.����'�$���+DK����& �h���[��8�.�019;,$�3|K�����'��,t}

� ���$���HW��>��&�#J����aL��������?'0(Q;����.>,$��2"�'���-|L&�#%,����gD@���M��DX.6��2'�-�h���%0��g����5:���'�����K.�<����%���-�����E*n��&;&'��&��
01�%?'&/��.���&'�B��&r�:S�U

AD
W�����?'�J2'��k���2;��&�#j�����xd@��,����J��&`�M� N <�����,=.�&'24.�&'24c�.�,$����G N .
8:�%&'�B�h���%0 cr����}

�M��8 19 WP<��%& 
/?'������2y���'�!aL��������?'0(Q;����.�&r� u .�&���,=.�D>oP��&z�����"S�e6���4<���&/��?���RmQ'����&�#%��&�#1���'���$�E�=&��v?���&'<��
&��������/DX.6��2'�{�M�>l�.�&;<�.����'�$���X� ���%0 ����� N �%?'���[cr���M� 20 G�qi���XI��������[��& �v?���&'<��@D@.��A.69'9;.6����&/��,$R����M���%&�#
&���.6��Q�R1��&jaLc c�.�,$��� � �����i�%,�2jI\���=���[D-����2 cland21 01��.�&;��&�#[�p�6OH�M9'����&'#�o%�'.��gQP����&j��?'9'9P�%�M��2[�M�
�'.�k��E#%��k���&3�����M�L�M�!���'�Lcr��,����"D@����2 plant 01��.�&'��&'#x��<��'��,�2Ho/���E��<��'��,=2�����&Ho 22 Ggqi�'�Lcr��,����+0j��.�&'��&�#
��� plant DK��,=,;QP�><��%&'���=2�������27.6#%.���&z,�.6�M����G

� &',��$5�� u ����Q�R����'�$���J.�&'2ydX�'�����'�$����W:�$�i�M����0x�)���'.6�il�.�&;<�.����'�$���JDX.��i�M9v.6����23�����>aL����0j.�&m2���k/}
.��M��.6���$�%&;�j���1S�e%�
��GTqK���maK����0j.�&'�x&'��2��%?�Q'�1Q'���%?�#%�`�xDK�$���b������0 �����7�%,�2 aL������������&^]�����&'<��
D@����2 gardinier G"qi�'�[aL����0j.�&r�=&��v?���&'<��!�%&�ln.�&'<�.����'�$���!.69'9P��.6���B�M�m�;.�k��x<���&/�M������2 0j�%�M��,$Ry�%&
�i��#����E���g*_�%�$�M���%?HW;DK���jDX.��L.x�M�%&m���g."<��%?'����&7���{c���,�,��=.�0 ���gaK����0x.�&'2�R � �$�iDX.��L���'���i�K��#����
DK���"QP��<�.�01�!F-.6��,n���Al�.�&'<�.����'�$��� 23 GEI\�B0j.�Ry�'.�k��[QP����&z�����!��?�Q;�M��
�?���&/�K��� R%.�,_*-,�.�&/��.6#���&������J��&
9;.6�����=<�?',�.6��W_DK�$��� �������$��,=.�&'2'�(�=& <���&/�M��.�,X]���.�&'<���W�DK�'�y������&'�h����<���2 �����3,�.�&�#%?'.6#��"���Kl�.�&'<�.����'�$���
DK�$���3���'�>�%,�27]�����&;<��mD@����2 plante24 G

16.3.2 The English Plantagenets
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19It is apparently more a characteristic of the south west of England that the Cornish word plans, planz means a ‘plant’
(Eric Partridge (1958), Origins: a short Etymological Dictionary of Modern English, p 501.). This apparently derives
from the old High German word pflanza.

20Some Norse names persisted however in NW Cheshire just to the south of Lancashire, in the Wirral in particular,
following for example the settlement of a Dublin Norse chief there in 900AD.

21There is no occurrence of the rare surname Lland in the 1997 Stoke-on-Trent Directory and there has been only one
known occurrence nearby at Keele University.

22The ‘offshoot’ meaning of the Latin word planta has been compared with the old Irish word cland meaning ‘off-
spring’ and hence to the Gaelic word clan meaning ‘descendants’ or ‘tribe’. The old Irish word cland has similarly been
compared to the Welsh word plant meaning ‘child’ or ‘children’ — there is also the Welsh word planta meaning ‘to beget
children’. Eric Partridge (1958), ibid, p 501.

23E.G.W.Hewlett (1922), A History of Lancashire, Oxford University Press, pps 49, 55, 59, 63, 67, 71.
24Plant is a distinctive Staffordshire surname. A significant influence on Staffordshire surnames came from Lancashire

to its north. The evidence indicates that there was less influence from Wales to its west.
25A.R.Wagner (1961), English Ancestry, Oxford University Press, p 20.
26The Duke of Beaufort represents an illegitimate branch, which descended from John Beaufort, Earl of Somerset (d

1410) who was a legitimated bastard son of Henry IV’s father, John of Gaunt. Another illegitimate branch is that of the
Cornewall family which descended from Richard of Cornwall who was a natural son of Richard, Earl of Cornwall (d
1272) who was, apart from other supposed (though uncertain) bastards, the younger son of King John (Figure 16.3). A
third generally accepted illegitimate branch is that of the recently extinct line of the Warrens of Poynton, who descended
from Hamelin (d 1202) who was a bastard son of Geoffrey Plantagenet. Anthony R. Wagner (1960), English Genealogy,
Oxford University Press, pps 33-4.
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Geoffrey Plantagenet
1113-1151
= Maud the Empress

1102-1164
dau. of HENRY I

HENRY II
1133-1189
= Eleanor of Aquitaine
1122-1204

Henry the Young King
1155-1183

RICHARD I
1157-1199

Geoffrey
1158-1186
= Constance of Brittany

Arthur 1187-1203

JOHN
1167-1216
= Isabella of Angouleme

?-1246

HENRY III
1207-1272
= Eleanor of Provence

?-1291

Richard Earl of Cornwall
?-1272

ILLEGITIMATE LINE OF
THE CORNEWELL FAMILY

VARIOUS BASTARDS

ILLEGITIMATE LINE OF
THE WARRENS OF POYNTON

Figure 16.3: Some illegitimate lines of descent from the Royal House of Plantagenet: I Descent of
the Henry III and various sibling bastards.

HENRY III
1207-1272
= Eleanor
of Provence
?-1291

EDWARD I
1239-1307
= Eleanor
of Castille
?-1290

= Margaret
of France
1282-1318

EDWARD II
1284-1327
= Isabella of France
1292-1358

EDWARD III
1312-1377
= Philippa of Hainault
1314-1327

Edward, Black Prince
1330-1376
= Joan of Kent

1328-1385

RICHARD II
1367-1400

Lionel Duke of Clarence
1338-1368
= Eliz. de Burgh

?-1363

John of Gaunt
1340-1399
= Blanche of Lancaster

1341-1369

HENRY IV
1366-1413
ROYAL HOUSE
OF LANCASTER

ILLEGITIMATE LINE OF
DUKE OF BEAUFORT

John of Eltham
1316-1336

Thomas Earl of Norfolk
1300-1338

Edmund Earl of Kent
1301-1330

Edmund
Earl of LANCASTER,
Derby and Leicester;
Seneschal of England

1245-96
= Aveline de Forz
?-1273

= Blanche
Queen of Navarre
?-1302

Thomas Earl of LANCASTER,
Derby, Leicester,
Lincoln and Salisbury;
Seneschal of England

1276-1322
= Alice, dau. and Heir of
Henry de Lacy, Earl of
Lincoln and Salisbury

Henry Earl of LANCASTER
and Leicester;
Seneschal of England

1281-1345
= Maude

Henry, DUKE OF LANCASTER,
Earl of Derby, Lincoln
and Leicester;
Seneschal of England

?-1361
= Isabel

Blanche of Lancaster
1341-1359
= John of Gaunt

ROYAL HOUSE
OF LANCASTER

Maude
1339-1362
= Ralf, son of Ralf

Earl of Stafford
= William, son of Lewis
of Bavaria, Emperor

Six daughters

John of Lancaster,
Lord of Beaufort
and Nogent

Figure 16.4: Some illegitimate lines of descent from the Royal House of Plantagenet: II Descent of
the Royal House of Lancaster.
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16.3.3 John ‘Lackland’ (Plantagenet)
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27Kate Norgate (1902), John Lackland; Ralph V Turner (1994), King John.
28J.C.Holt (1961), The Northerners: a study in the reign of King John, Oxford University Press, Map I.
29J.C.Holt (1961), ibid, p 159.
30Sidney Painter (1949), The Reign of King John, John Hopkins Press, pps 232-4.
31E.G.Hewlett (1922), ibid, pps 79, 87, 90-5. J.C.Holt (1991), ibid, pps 23, 210, 213, 241.
32The only early evidence for the sons Richard, John, William, and Henry is in the Cheetham Manuscript Flores

Historiarum which was written partly by Matthew Paris and which left St Albans soon after 1265 for Westminster where
these sons were added as corrections. Margaret Howell (1991), The Children of King Henry II and Eleanor of Provence,
in Thirteenth Century England IV, Edited by P.R.Coss and S.D. Lloyd, pps 57-72.

33At the end of the year 1259, not 1256, the Cheetham manuscript has an insertion ‘Willelmus filiosus et neptos Willelmi
de Valence obiit et septus est apud Novum Templum’. There is a still later margin note asserting that this burial at New
Temple was that of the King’s son William ‘Willelmus filius Regis Henrici obiit’.

34Matthew Paris mentions no disability when he records Katherine’s birth, and it is only when she dies that he describes
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her as most beautiful in appearance but ‘muta et inutilis’.
35Sydney Armitage-Smith (1904), John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, p 22.
36F.M.Powicke (1947), ibid, p 430.
37In the Baron’s War (1264), Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester was killed at Evesham and his ally Robert de Ferres,

Earl of Derby, after being imprisoned in the Tower of London (1265), was released and then recaptured at Chesterfield
(1266).

38F.M.Powicke (1947), King Henry III and Lord Edward, Oxford University Press, pps 430, 518.
39Sir Marcus Powicke (1962), The Thirteenth Century 1216-1307, Second Edition, Oxford University Press, pps 198-

208, 212.
40The well documented case of Edmund’s son Thomas Plantagenet (1273-1322), second Earl of Lancaster, may be cited

for example. Setting aside foreign ambitions, he asserted his rights as the greatest feudatory of the Crown, by exercising
an irregular dictatorship over a council of magnates to govern England and the King. Though he paid with his life for
putting the King’s favourite (homosexual) friend to death, the government of King Edward II could not subsequently stop
the worship of this St Thomas of Lancaster.

41A considerable minority in Lancashire were without hereditary names even by early-Tudor times and the process
was not completed until the 17th century.

42David Hey (1987), ibid, pps 15, 32.
43Richard A McKinley (1981), English Surnames Series: IV The Surnames of Lancashire, Leopards Head Press, pps

14, 17-8, 51-2, 271-4.
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���'.6�E�����!�����$#%��&'.�,�QP��.6�����J����,�2m9;����<����M��,$R3���'.6�B�6s"<��1.�&'2C�$�E0j�$#%�/�E��&;�M�M��.�2z�=019;,$R�W'� ���B��8:.�0j9;,$��W
.�<����$k:�$���$���)���L2���01��.�&��%?����)���'.6�K,$��23�M�"�����>.�2���9'�����%&7���_��?'<��m.x&'.�01�(.��i. nickname G

F-.6��,$R�l�.�&;<�.����'�$���xQ/R���}�&'.�0j���1.�&'2 ��?'��&'.�01���!��&'<�,�?;2��j�M��k�����.�,-���'.6�[��&'<�,�?'2'�j.yk�����QYDK�$���Y.
&��%?'& � ��G #�G_fX.�R��M��Q;?'<�5 46 W_f@��&'2'QZ� D-��W{f@����5���,�.�?'&;<���W{f@���=�M��,�.�?'&'<���W�d@��.65���QP�%& 47 W �B.�2�����9P��&/R�� 48 W
N �'.65������'.6�h��W{cTR�&;&���9P��&`R'��Gyqi�'�=�>D@�%?',�2 &'���(QP�"��&;<��%019;.6���$Q;,��1DK�$��� <��%&;����2������=&�#y.m9P�%�����$Q;��,�����R
���'.6�E���������[<��%?',�2C�'.�k��!QP����&zln.�&'<�.����'�����(������#%��&'�i� ���B."��?'��&'.�01�!��?'<��C.��B*A,�.�&/�M��QP��&��+����� Plante���"��.65���& .��3.wk�����QT.�&'2 bene .��3.Y&'�%?'&v�[���7*-,�.�&`�M�����%�M��WK�����%?'#%� �$�3�����%?;,�2 QP�z.�2;2���2^���;.6�
l�.�&;<�.��M�M����.�&y�����$#%��&'�K�'.�k�� not QP����&m������.6Q;,������'��2m� ���K�������M�!&'.�01����G N �%01��ln.�&'<�.����'�$���(��?���&;.�01���
���{�����j�pk�����Q�}�&��%?'&Ho;��R�9Z��.69'9P��.6�K�M�xQP�J��Q;��<���&�� 49 �����%?'#%�m�������M�!0j.�Rm�;.�k��(QP����&y����,�.6�M��2m�M�"�����
Q'������2;��&�#[���_,=�$k����M�M�:<�5ZG

I��!�;.��(��� �M��& QP����&Y��?�9'9P�%�M��2����'.6�!�=,�,$��#%�$����0x.6�M�x<��'�=,�2�����&�.6�!�����%�M�+����01���(�M�/��5 �������$�[01�����:}
������og��?���&'.�01����Gwqi���3��k:��2���&'<��3� ���xl�.�&;<�.����'�$���3��� D-��k����+��&'2'��<�.6�M���[���;.6��W-DK�'��&w9v.6�M����&'�$�\RwDX.��
���M��.6Q;,=��������2HW/Q;.��M��.6��2;�-�M����5j���$���'���@���'���$�-��.6��������op�X��?'��&'.�01�L���X.[2'�=0j��&�?����$k��)� ����0 ��?'<��3.��X��&"�����
��8�.�019;,$�J��� � ��#�5/R:&'�M�%& � � ��#�5�R�&z���i.j2'�=0j��&�?����$k��E�h���K�K��#���� ��G

16.4 Some early meanings of plant
�b����<���&/�m����01����WE������*-,�.�&`�m��?���&'.�01�r�'.��mQZ����& ��?�9'9P�%�M��2T�M�^�'.�k��������$#%��&;.6�M��2 .��y.
01���M�%&/R:0j��<1� ���(.4�p#%.6��2'��&�����o � .m9;.6������<�?',=.6�>�M���J���E��*A,�.�&/�>����,�.6�M��2�o�&'.�01���(*-,�.�&/��W�,$�
*-,�.�?'&/�M��?���W�*A,�.�&/�M��QP��&���Wg.�&'2Y*A,�.�&/�M�����%�M�3.6���3<����%����& .������/�����!� ���!���;���>����������R�G4ln�$5��
*-,�.�&`�M��QP��&��L.�&'2x*-,�.�&`�M�����%�M��W����%01�Lln.�&'<�.����'�$���K��?���&;.�01���A.69'9P��.6�g�M�!QP�i���H. verb-noun��R�9P��.�&'2z�$�L0x.�Rm.�<�<�����2'�=&�#%,$R3QP�>����,$��k6.�&`�E�M�"<��%&;����2����L������<��%&/�M��019P����.6��R75:&���DL&z01��.�&;��&�#%�i���

�����>k�����Q to plant .��KD-��,=,H.��i�����(&'�%?'& plant Gqi�'������D@�����1<��%&'&�����.6�����%&'�E��� to plant ���)�p���M��.6Q;,=�����'��&'#x.3�M���M��,$��01��&/��og� e.g. k�����Q ��U6.`�E��&Cqn.
}
Q;,$�JS���G�Si.�&;219;,�.'��?v��&/�M���g��&1q_.6Q;,$�JS���G�U%��GAqi�;���{<�.�&1QP�i<�.6�����$��2[�������%?�#%�[�M�>��?'<��j.J<��%&'&�����.6���$�%&".��
�p9'���%��9Z�����%?'�X�h�%?;&'2�����o'��&y.3��l�.6����&Y���z�=2'2',$�JFA&'#%,������v��o���&/�M����9'������.6���$�%&m��� plante bene GXFAk���&mDK�����
.�&[|L&'#%,$�6}�aK����0j.�&[��&`�M����9'������.6���$�%&!��� bene .��@�pQP��.�&Ho$W�.��p�h�%?'&;2'��&�#�o
01��.�&'��&�#E<�.�&1�M����,�,`QP�-������.��=&���2
�$�A���E���E����<���#%&;���M��24���'.6�x���M�M��.��$#%�`�B��� DK�B�����KQP��.�&'�J0j.�RC�'.�k��j�;.�2r�M�%01�[9;.6������<�?;,�.6�E.����M��<��=.6���$�%&
DK�$���4������.6Q;,������;��&�#3QP�%?'&'2'.6�������[� cf. �����x]�����&'<�� ��8�9'���������$�%& planter des bornes DK�;��<���0j��.�&'�J�M�
�p������<��LQZ�%?;&'2'.6��Rj9P�%�M����o����>���M���K,=��0j�$����o ��G

N �=0j��,�.6��,�R�Wg*A,�.�&/�M�����%�M�y<��%?;,�2 QP�m.����M�:<���.6�M��2 DL�$���b���M��.6Q;,��=���'��&�#4.b��*-,�.�&`��.6#���&'���x����<���#%&'�=�M��2
��0�Q;,$��07o$W'��&7.x����2�#������ D�� ���i��8:.�0j9;,$��GAqi�'�����J.6���(.����M�:<���.6�M��2z|L&�#%,��6}�aK����0x.�&m01��.�&'��&'#%��� }
ros, roos: ����� ��� ����� �
	�� � ��
��

rose, roos: ��� 
 � � ��� � ����� � ����� � ��� 
 � �

44The fraction of occupational names in the Lancashire lay subsidy roll for 1332 is 11% and this is lower than in
comparable records for other counties. R.A.McKinley (1981), ibid, pps 249, 281-2.

45Shepherd and Stidhirde both occur in Lancashire as rare bye-names.
46Possibly meaning ‘feed buck’.
47Possibly a nickname for a man who cracked marrow bones.
48‘Gather penny’.
49See Lumby, Calendar of the Norris Deeds, p 3 (Twychecunt). R.A.McKinley (1981), ibid, p 365.
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noun (sb1) (1a) a young tree, shrub, or herb newly planted, or intended for planting; a set,
cutting, slip; a sapling

noun (sb1) (1b) a young tree or sapling used as a pole, staff, or cudgel
noun (sb1) (1c) anything planted or springing up; a scion, offshoot, nurseling; a young

person; a novice
noun (sb2) the sole of the foot
verb (1a) to set in place in the ground so that it may take root and grow (a living tree

or herb, a shoot, cutting, root, bulb, or tuber; sometimes a seed; also, by extension,
a crop, a bed of flowers, a garden, vineyard, orchard, forest, or other collection of
plants)

verb (2a) to insert, set, or place firmly, to fix in or on the ground or any other body
or surface; to set down or up in a firm position; to put or fix in position; to
post, station

verb (3a) to found, establish, institute (a community or society, esp. a colony, city, or
church)

verb (3b) to settle (a person) in a place, establish as a settler or colonist
verb (5a) to implant, cause to take root and spring up and grow; to introduce, e.g. an

idea or sentiment in the mind

Table 16.1: Early meaning of plant in the Oxford English Dictionary. The OED adds quotations
whereby these meanings can be recognised to have been in use, as a part of the English Language,
by 825, 1377, 1362, 1382, 825, 1382, 897, 1300, and 1415 respectively.

qi���E01��.�&'��&'#j��.�&"��0(Q'���%��2�������2"���%�M��o:<�.�&+QZ�L<��%019;.6����23��&x�����EaL�������"cr���M�X����FA&'#%,�.�&'2j�M�[��?'<��
�MR:0(QP�%,��=��0 .���.Bcr��,=���12���.6#��%&[DK�����!.1��ln.�&'<�.��M�M����.�&[����2v�����%�M�i��&[�$���{01�%?����m� 9P�%�����$Q;,$R>����#%&'�$� R���&'#
.+��������.6�B�M�7�����1,$�:<�.�,-��FA&�#%,��=���Ho'9P����9;,$�[.�&'2C�������$�J,�.�&;2y� ���%0������+�pcr��,����Ho � � ��?;<��4��0j.6#�����RC���
.�,$����.�2'Rj��0(QP�:2'�$��23��&"�����!���M��.�&'2'.6��2"���'������Rvo�� ���X�����J01��.�&'��&'#����n�����>&'.�01� Pluckerose DL�'��<��3���
�M��.�2'�����$�%&'.�,�,$RB.����M�:<���.6�M��2�DK�$����.i�M��5���&!9;.�R:01��&/�n���'.K���%�M�-�h��� u ?'<��/R>���'l�.�&;<�.��M�M���_,=.�&'2HGnqK���%?�#%�
�$���=����� �M��&!��.���2>���'.6�_��?'<�����0x.6#�����RBQZ��<�.�0j�K�p� k����M}	��0(QP��,�,=��������2Ho ��&J�����ES��
���!<���&/��?���R�W6���������-���n&��%&:}
������}�,$�����g.BQ;.������{� ���A��?'9'9P�%����&�#E���'.6�g�����)���%�M�i<�.6�����$��2x.J�M9P��<���.�,��MR:0(QP�%,�����0�� ���%0 ��.6��,�R�����0j���g.�&'2
��?'<��4�MR�0�QP�%,�����0 <�.�&z����.�2'��,$R7QP��<�.6�����$��2z�������%?�#%�C�M�+�����x��*-,�.�&/�E����,�.6�M��2HoP&'.�01� Planterose G�|L�
.�,$����.�2'R[�=&'2'��<�.6�M��2HW/<��%&'&�����.6���$�%&'�-���_�p���M��.6Q;,��=���'��&�#B����#%�`���A�M�(#����%?'&;2Ho%<�.�&xQP�K<�.6�����$��2j�M���=,�,:� ?'���������
�������%?'#%�7�M�x.3���C��2'2',��EF-&�#%,������r��]�����&'<�� �
ln.6����&v��oZ��&`�M����9'������.6���$�%&7���_�����(&;.�01� Plantebene G

qi�'�"��.6��,�R ]�����&'<�� 01��.�&'��&'# haie vive � ���!9v,�.�&`�M�7��&Yq_.6Q;,$�4S���G�� � i.e. 
�?'��<�5:�M���1����2�#�� ��<�.�&
9P�����'.69;�"QP�y����,=.6�M��2 �M�b���������m0j��.�&'��&�#%�"��� haie � e.g. ,=��&��m����Q;.�R��%&������3����<6G � .�&'2�����&'<��C�M�
.�01�:2�����& pied-á-terre �M��&'�M�w� i.e. �M��019P����.6��R ,$�:2�#%��&�#�W@������������&�#rQP��8;�[���B�����y���/���+01��.�&'��&'#
���M�%,$�7���E� �/����o���� plant(a/e) � cf. l�.6���=&HWX�BF u 50 &'�%?'& ���MQv�%�����Bqn.6Qv,$�rS���G�S6WX.�&;2b9;,�.'��?v��&/�M� ���%�
���(q_.6Q;,$�bS���G�U%��G �z�����4#���&�����.�,�,$R�WK�����zk6.6���$�%?;�x��.6��,�R^]�����&'<�� 01��.�&'��&'#%�",��=�M�M��2 �=& q_.6Q;,$�YS���G��
����,�.6�M� 
�?'�$�M�X<��%&'�������M��&`��,$R�.�&'2!��019;�'.6����<�.�,=,$RJ�M�!�p���M��.6Q;,������'��&�#L�h�%?'&;2'.6���$�%&'��o$G_qi���X01�:2�����&!]�����&'<��
01��.�&'�=&�#z���(��.49;�'��,��%�M��9;�'��<�.�,g�h�%?'&;2'.6���$�%& � e.g. ���E.C��<��$��&'<�� ��og<�.�&b9P�����'.69;��QP�"����,�.6�M��2b�M�r�����
FA&'#%,������+01��.�&'��&'#3� k�����QY���6.`�M�@���g�p�M�j��&/�M���:2'?'<��B.�&m��2���.:o�.�&'2+9P�����'.69v�@.�,=�M�[�M�1�����J,����M�M��23|E&�#%,$�6}
aL����0j.�&x0j��.�&'��&�# to set down, record GAFA.6��,$Rj��*-,�.�&`��o/.�<����$k������$���A<��%?',=21����&'<��iQP�)�����%?�#%�/�g�M�!�'.�k��
��&'<�,=?'2���2w����*A,=.�&`��.6#���&����(����<���#%&'���M��2Z�L�����M9P�%&'���$Qv��,��$���$���X� ���[�p���M��.6Q;,=�����'��&'#�o_�	�BF u k�����Q^��U6.`�M�>.�&'2
�p����<�����2;��&�#�o6���$#%�/���{.6�g.L���=01�XDK����&HW�� ���{��8:.�019v,$��W%�����X��� R%.�,��/?'&/����&�#E� �������M���g.6���%?;&'2[l�.�&'<�.����;�$����op�
<�.��M��,$���KD-�����>QP����&�#[��9P��&���27?�9w��]{�$#%?����jS���G��%��G

I�&x���'�E#���&'����.�,Z����#%�$�%&"���nl�.�&;<�.����'�$����W������B&'.�01�B*A,�.'��?Z��&`��� � �-0j.�R"�'.�k��B�;.�2HW/� ���X�����B]�����&'<��
&���Q;�=,��$��RC��&r9;.6������<�?',�.6��Wn.y<��%&'&�����.6�����%&w.�,$�%&'#m�����",=��&����B���E��2���k���,$��9;0j��&`���h������o����)�����C��*A,�.�&/��.
}
#���&������n��� R%.�,�.�?�������������R�G�qi���X*A,�.�&/��.6#���&����g.�?����'�����$��R(D@.���&����{DK�������%?��_��9'9P�%���$���$�%&�����D@��k����g� ���%0
�����(ln,$R�D-��,$R:&3*g���=&'<����).�&'27������aK�������'����&mfX.6���%&'��W;DK���j�'.�23�M�"Q;.�,�.�&'<��J���������i.�,�,$��#%��.�&'<��(�M�j�����
<���� DK&1DK�$���[���'�i01�����i,$�:<�.�,��M��&/����01��&/�������P�������$��9P��.���.�&/�M��R�G�]����A�����)9P��.���.�&/�M��R�W�01��.�&'��&�#%��<�,��%�M���

50Oxford English Dictionary (1989) Second Edition.
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plant établissement; base, fondement; assiette d’un bâtiment, d’une statue; plan,
disposition

plante 1 action de planter, plantation; plant, lieu où une chose est plantée; plant,
jeune vigne; plan, disposition; base; haie vive

plante 2 platan
planter fonder, établir; engendrer

Table 16.2: Some 16th century French meanings from Dictionnaire de la Langue Français du
seizième siècle of E Huguet.

pla(u)nte (1) plant; young shoot; young tree
pla(u)nte (2) sole of foot; imprint
pla(u)nter to plant; to strew; to set, place; to build, erect; to found, establish; to

establish, settle; to install, situate; to set down, record; to establish,
install oneself

Table 16.3: Anglo-Norman meanings from the Anglo-Norman Dictionary of Rothwell et al (1992).

�M�m�p�����M��&`�M��2z�6OH�����������K���i��.x*-,�.�&/��.6#���&������i�=&`�M��?;���$�%&7��&/�M�x���������K<��%?'&/�M��RvoZ0j.�Rm�;.�k��(QP����&z01�����
�M�m�����1� ������G[I��>0j�$#%�/�EQP�j.69'9;����9'����.6�M�!�M�y,$����5y�M�z2'��.�,$��<��B� ���(.�&'<��$��&/�>�M��&/����01��&/���>��&4�����j,$�:<�.�,
R���5���,�2��%0 � ��& N �%?'���ydX�������'�����J2'��.�,$��<���W plant <�?'���$�%?'��,�Rx�'.��)�����J��.6�������K2'����9;.6��.6#%��&�#101��.�&;��&�#
�p�����)��<�?'0 ���;.6�_�����M���_�M�J�����X�M��91���;�����Xk:��&���#%.6��o 51 � ���'�=�_�=�_����0j��,�.6�n�M�>,$�:<�.�,�����&`����0j��&`���{� �%?'&'2!��&
dX�������'�$���L�M��DX.6��2'�X�������$� �;�����@aL����0j.�&+��.6��, 52 GgqK���Lcr��,=���701��.�&'��&'#j�p9'���:<�����.6�M��27<��'��,�2Ho 53 W:DK�'�=<��
<�.�&7QP�J<��%019;.6����2mDK�$���3�������BF u 01��.�&'��&�#+��.[R��%?'&'#j9P�����M�%&HoH��&��%?'& ����Q�S��B��S�<��@���{qn.6Q;,��jS���G�S���W
DK��,=,vQP�J2'����<�?'���M��27��&7���%01�(2�����.���,H,=.6�M����G

16.5 A Lancashire context for Plant
� ��� �1���'�����M����&`���C<���&/��?���Ryln.�&'<�.����'�$����<�.�&CQP��<��;.6��.�<��M�������M��2C9;.6����,$R7Q/Rz?'&���.��MR7����,=.6���$�%&'�
.�0j�%&�#%�M�B�����[aK�������'����&zaL��Q;��,=�$��R�WZDK���3�'.�2z�h����0j��2z,$���%�M�[.�,�,���.�&;<����iDK�$���;��&m�����!��k�����.�,�,
#�� k�����&'01��&/�K���n�����>�'�$���'�����M�12'���M��.�&/�)*A,�.�&/��.6#���&�������G@q���.�2;�$���$�%&'.�,P,$�:<�.�,P�M��&`���=01��&`����W���.�,t}
,�R���&'#1�M�"����QP��,�,=�$�%&'�X.6#%.���&'�M�L������F-&�#%,������HW:D-�����!.69'9;.6����&/��,$R39;.6�����=<�?',�.6� �;����<���&���.6��Q�R7��&

aLc c�.�,�����Gg*{.6������<�?',�.6�g0x.�&'�$� ���M��.6���$�%&'�����P?'&������M�g.�01�%&�#%�M�A�����KaL������������&jfX.6���%&;����<�<�?'�A��&[Q'�������
9P�����$�:2'�E���)d)�$k��=,nc�.6��Wn&�����.6Q;,�RzQP��� �����1�z.6#%&'.4dX.6����.���S��:S��%�(.�&'2���&C�����"f@.6���%&'�Jc�.6�+��S����	�/��G
d@�%&��Z��<��XDK�$���3c�.�,$���i<��%&/����&�?���27�%&7�M�",�.6�M���)����01���i.��K���)��,�,�?;�M�M��.6�M��2+Q/R3FA2'D@.6��23I op�Xcr��,����y<�.�0[}
9;.��$#%&"���AS��%���/G u ����9;�$�M�E����QP��,�,��$�%&'�g��.6��,��$���X��&"�����E<���&/��?���R�W��$�X���-5�&'��DK&"���'.6�XQ/RzS��
��V[�M�%01�JU6e�e�e
l�.�&;<�.����'�$���701��& ������k���2bDK�$���Y�����7� �/���1���EFA2�DX.6��2bI!��&b�'���[]'.�,$5:�$��5Y<�.�019;.��$#%& � N <�����,=.�&'2v����&
DK�'�=<������'�+F-&�#%,������ .6��<��������(9;,=.�R���2b.m5���Rw���%,$�"�=&������+2����h��.6�!���ic���,�,��=.�0 c�.�,�,�.�<���G4qi�'���>9'���6}
k:��2����B.�&C�%?���,���&������-.�&r.69'9v.6����&`�B9;�=<���?����(���@,$�:<�.�,_<��%& �v��<���WH� �%,�,$��D@��2CQ/Rz."#�����Di���r��&C�����1,$�:<�.�,
9P��9;?',�.6���$��Rj���{�����>*-,�.�&/��.6#���&������KQ�R+�����>��&'23���{�����>���;�$���M����&/���m<���&`��?'��R�G

|E,�,$��#%��.�&;<��g�M�K�����-<�����DK&�DX.���&����_.�?��M�%0j.6����<-��&J�����g��.6��,$R1S�U
����<���&/��?���R � ���'����������8���019v,����;��2
Q�R(�i��#����g2��X�z�%&`�MQP��#��%&HW%,$����2(���v�����@ln.�&'<�.����'�����AQ;.6���%&`R>��� � ����&/Q�R+��&���.6��l�.�&;<�.��M�M��� ��W%DK�'�LDX.��
�%&��B���_�����>�	�1����QP��,�,��$�%?'�-fX.6���%&'�)DK�'��Q'���%?�#%�`�).6QP�%?��)�C.6#%&'.xdX.6����.:GA�z�����J#���&�����.�,�,$Rx��� D-��k�����W
*A,=.�&`��.6#���&����L��&��v?���&;<��LD@�%?',�23�'.�k��JQZ����&7���M���%&�#j��&+�����J,$�:<�.�,�dX.��M��,$����G�I\�i0j��#%�`�).�<�<�����2'�=&�#%,$RxQP�

51Joseph Wright (1905) The English Dialect Dictionary.
52In 1071, William the Conqueror conferred the new title of earl of Chester on one of his chief supporters, his nephew

Hugh of Avranches known to posteriry as Hugh Lupus (‘Hugh the Wolf’) or, more disparagingly, Hugh the Fat. Alan
Cosby (1996), A History of Cheshire, p 34.

53In the 13th century, the Welsh meaning of plant may have been relevant though a ‘West Midlands’ dialect of 1400-50
has been related to the counties of Lancashire, Cheshire, west Derbyshire, Staffordshire, Shropshire, west Warwickshire,
Worcestershire, Herefordshire, north Gloucestershire, and Monmouthshire (Kurath and Kuhn (1954) Middle English
Dictionary: Plan and Bibliography).
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9'���6OP������24���'.6��Wn�$�AD@�j.6���1�M�m.�2'�������1�M�m.7�M��.�&'2'.6��24��8:9;,�.�&;.6���$�%&C�h���J�����j0j��.�&'��&�#3���X*A,�.�&/��W��$�
<��%?',�2 �'.�k��"QZ����&w.m*A,=.�&`��.6#���&����[<��%&/�M��8��!���'.6�>��&'<��%?'��.6#���2w���%01�x��&r���'�xl�.�&'<�.����M����.�& &'��Q;��,��$�\R
�M��<�.�,�,X���������mS�U
��� <���&`��?'��R^�p#%.6��2���&�������o Plant ��.6�������1���'.�& Q�R �����4��aL����0j.�&�o�D-����2 gardinier G
]����������j]�����&'<��^��*A,=.�&`��.6#���&������>&���Q;��,=�$��Ry�'�����1����D@��k�����W{.701�����j.69'9'����9'����.6�M�1�M��&'���1�M�m*A,�.�&/�>���
.69'9;.6����&`��,$R �M�rQZ�3� �%?'&'2Y��&Y�����C�p9;,�.�&/��}	����,�.6�M��2Ho{��.�0x���v<�.6���$�%&'�!���(��.r2���k���,$��9;��&'#z� �/�����'�%,�2 .�&'2
���$#%�/����o��M� D@.6��2;�i�����>��?������'���M�X����.�<������L���{*A,�.�&/��.6#���&����K9P� D-����G

|E01�%&�#%�M�+�����C01�%�M�+����,�?'<���.�&/�x���J�����4*A,=.�&`��.6#���&����3��?�Q ~ ��<�����W)���'�zD@����2 plant <��%?',�2T�'.�k��
<�.6��������2z2'�$OZ������&/�L<��%&;&�����.6���$�%&'��GLI�&z�����!��R����E���A�M�%01�[.6�E,���.��M��WP��������?'��&'.�01�!*A,�.�&/�L<��%?',=2z�'.�k��
���$#%&;.�,$��2w0j��.�&'��&�#%�!.�,$�%&�#4�����3,���&��������J�p�6OH�����������[���L.b��*A,�.�&/��.6#���&������!��.69Z�"���K���������!<��%?'&/�M��RZo$G
*A,=.�&`���n.69'9P��.6���M�L�'.�k��-�����$#%��&'.6�M��2>0j�%�M��,$RJ&���.6�nln.�&'<�.����'������DK�������A�����L��01�:2�����&v�Pcr��,����(0j��.�&'��&�#
��<��;��,�2HoP��� plant <��%?',�2 .�,$����.�2�R4�'.�k��xQZ����&�QZ����&�5�&�� DK&rQ�RC���%01� � 2'?'����&�#+�����yS�U
���w<���&`��?���R�W
���������1D@�����1� ���J��8:.�0j9;,$�[cr��,����r�M���M��,������>��&4l�.�&;<�.����'�$���[DK�'�3�;.�24QZ����&r2'���$k���&C�%?��J���-fX.�&'�=�M�M���
,�.�&'2;�g��&jc�.�,�����G�I\�@�M����0j�@,��$5���,$R!���'.6��W��h�%,=,$��DK�=&�#J������S��6e��10j.6������.6#��i��� �>�=&�# � �%�;&Hop�A��,=,$��#%�$����0j.6�M�
2'.�?�#%�/�M��� � �%.�&7��*A,=.�&`��.6#���&������n�M�Bl�,�R/D@��,$R:&(.69[I\����D-�����HW6�����L��&'.6��?���.�,/<��'��,�2Ho
�M��&'�M�-���'�����X01�:2�����&
cr��,����mD-����2 plant <��%?',�2m�;.�k��>QP����&7�M�j���'�>�h�����>��&7,$�:<�.�,H���'��&�5:��&�#�G

| ,$�:<�.�,;<��%&/�M��8:�@���H���$k
.�,v&'.�01���-.�&'2"0j��.�&'��&�#%�-.69'9P��.6���g�M�!QP�i9P��������&���&/��W/.��@.(<��'.6��.�<��M������������<
���iS�U
���4<���&`��?'��Ry|E&�#%,$�6}	cr��,����C<��%&��v�=<�����GKqi����������&Cl�����2z��� N &�� DK2��%&w��aLc c�.�,�������WHl�,$R�D-��,�R�&
.69 �E��?�OZR:2HW:�M�/��53�����B��9'9P������?;&'�$��Rx���n�����>fX.6���%&�op�)c�.6�i�M�j��8:9;.�&'23�'���)�=&��v?���&'<���G{|L�h�M��� � ��&���R
I�I�I op�A2'��.6���HW�ln,$R�D-��,$R:&1������?'�M��2x�M�!2'�����%0j.6#��E�M��F-2�DX.6��2HW`���'�E.6Q;����&`� �>��&�#�G{�z.6�M�M�����)<�.�01�L�M�[.
����.�2zDK����&y�����(� ��?'2'.�,n���%�M�L.����M��0(Qv,$��2y.6�>dX�����M�M���B��&z|L?�#%?;�M�(S��%���".�&'2z����� �>�=&�#j���M��.6Q;,=��������2
�'���x����.�2 
�?'.6���M�����j.6���%?'&'2 �����y����R%.�,E.69;.6����01��&/���"DK�'��<�� D-�����mQ;?'��,��!� ���"�;��0 .�&'2^�;���[DK�$� �m.6�
dX�������M���JdX.�����,$�"��aLc dX�������;�$��� � 54 Giqi���!<��%&'�M��
�?���&'<����L���������%�M�!����01���K.6���(QP��,��$��k���2y�M�+,���k��>�%&HW
�M�%01�(�
e�e!R���.6���),�.6�M����W:�=&".��)0!?'<��3.��).[�M��.�&'2;.6��2x���'������Rx� ���X�����E��?���&'.�01�Bl�,���D-��,�,�R�&"0j.���&/��.���&'�
���'.6�{���'���{&'.�0j�@2������$k����_�h���%0 ���'�-��.�0j��,$R>.�&;2�� �%,�,$� D-�����{���;l�,$R�D@��,$R�&!.69 �E��?�OZR:2HW��'���n9'����2���<������M���
l�,�R/D@��,$R:&�.69wI�����D@�����HW{.�&'2 ��&;2�����2 �M�%0j�"�M����,=,{��.6��,��$���!l�,$R�D-��,�R�&'�>���)c�.�,$��� 55 G �B��k���&����'.6�!�����
Llewellyns .�&'2�0j�%�M�>���X�����%�M�+��&4c�.�,$���(<�.�,=,$��2 Lewis56 .6���"�����%?�#%�/�>�M�y�'.�k��"2�����<���&;2���2r� ���%0
�����J��.�0j��,������@.�&;2m��?�9'9P�����M�����-���_�������M�(� .�01�%?;�il�,$R�D@��,$R�&;��W����i0j�$#%�/�)QZ�J<��%& ~ ��<���?�����2mQ/R3.�&'.�,$��#�R
���'.6�J����� Plant ��?'��&'.�01�[<��%?',�2r�'.�k��j2������$k���24� ���%0 ��?'<��r�����M�����%&/R�0j�%?'�>01��.�&'�=&�#%�B.��[�pQ;.��M��.6��2
<��;��,�2Ho;.�&;2r��2���k���,$��9v01��&`�E� �/����oZ���g�����!<��%&`�M��019P����.6��Rm����R%.�, Plantagenets G>qK���(9P�%������Q;��,��$�\Rj���'.6�
�����J*A,=.�&`�)&'.�01�J<��%?',=2"�'.�k��>�'.�27�$���X�'�����M������<�.�,v���/�����)�=&x�����J*-,�.�&`��.6#���&'���K&'.�01�E���)��0(Qv,$��0 DK��,�,
QP�><��%&'����2'������23� ?'���������i,�.6�M����G

q)D@�32'�tOP������&`�E01��.�&'��&'#%�i��� plant WH� ���E���'��]�����&;<��4.�&'2z������cr��,=���HWP<��%?',�2zQZ������,$��k6.�&`�E��&C�M�
��.6�(.��>������Rr0j.�Rr�'.�k��+�M9;.�&'&���2r.mQ'����.�2����4���)?'&'2'�����M��.�&'2'�=&�#+.6QP�%?��J���'�x01��.�&'��&'#7��� Plant .��
���'������?���&;.�01�jQP��#%.�& �M�C��01����#���Gz]����[�����"]�����&'<�� ��*A,=.�&`��.6#���&�������&���Qv��,��$�\R ��,�.�&;2����$#%�/����o_<��%?',�2
�'.�k���QP����&m�M�"�����(� �����!��&y<��%&'&'����.6���$�%&'�L���X�p9;,�.�&/����&�#�o�� ���B���M��.6Q;,��=���'��&�#[����#%�`���K�M�/�)k:�$��.�,�#����%?'&'2HG
]����B�������$�Ecr��,����b�\����,�,���#%�$����0j.6�M��2Ho �)��9'9P�%&���&/����WZ<�,=.���01��2z���$#%�/���K� ���E.�,=,$��#���2���&;.6��?���.�,_<��'��,=2�����&Ho'���
.7*A,=.�&`��.6#���&����>�=&'<�?��������%&z��&/�M�3�������$�J<��%?'&/�M��R4<��%?',�2CD-��,=,��'.�k��1QP����&r<���&/�M��.�,{�M�7�������$�><��%&'<�����&'��G
I�&'2�����2[��?'<��[��9'9P�%����&�#E<��%&'&�����.6���$�%&'�g�h���{�����XD@����2 plant <�.�&[QP�-����,=.6�M��2[�M�>,$�%&�#J�M��.�&'2'�=&�#L2���Qv.6�M�
.6QP�%?��L.�,=,$��#���24*A,�.�&/��.6#���&����J.6�M���$��?'2����L�M��DX.6��2'�!���v���M�K���$#%�`����o;��k����>,���<�.�,nD-�%0j��&C.�&;2y9'����01��#���&:}
�$��?����y� i.e. �����j����#%�`���(���)�����j��,�2������j��,$��#%�$���=0j.6�M��o��M�%& �M�C,�.�&;2'�J.�&'2 ��?'<�<��������$�%&Z��G3qK�/?'��Wn��&r���;���
����#%�$�%&"����aLc F-&�#%,�.�&'2HW/�����L&;.�01�E*-,�.�&/�@0j.�Rx�'.�k��B<��%0j�E�M�[�'.�k��B�;.�2xk6.6���$�%?'�@01��.�&'�=&�#%�-.����M�6}
<���.6�M��2xDK�$���1.[��]�����&'<��"<��%,$�%&'��.�,���&/�M��?'���$�%&Ho$W���.6�������A���'.�& ~ ?'�M�������K��?�9'9P�%�M��2[01��.�&'��&'#[��.>01��2'�$��k6.�,
���������=<�?',$��?����=�M��o$G1I�&;2�����2HW���.6��,$Rr*A,�.�&/���J���X�����"&'�������rD@���M��<��%?',=2��'.�k��"QP����&���&/k��%,$k���2�DK�����r�����
�M��<���.6���=.�&z�M�M��?�#�#%,$����WZ.�&'2y01�����>DK�$���z��?'<��z.�<����$k:�$���$���K.��L���M��.6Q;,=�����'��&'#!QP�%?'&;2'.6���$���).�&'2y�h�%?;&'2'��&�#
&���D�,=�$k����M�M�:<�539'��.�<�����<���� 57 ���'.�& ~ ?'�M�)DK�����7����019;,�R7�p#%.6��2���&'�=&�#�o$G

54Anthony Tuck (1986), Crown and Nobility 1272-1461, pps 18-21. Alan Cosby (1996), A History of Cheshire, p 35.
55cf. C.M.Matthews (1996), ibid, pps 74, 202, 325.
56C.M.Matthews (1996), ibid, p 202.
57Agricultural surnames in Lancashire are primarily about stock herding. Also it is known that, in Macclesfield Forest

for example, specialised vaccaries (cattle ranches) were operating by the 1360 — as well as rearing cattle for sale, cheese
was being produced on a commercial basis by 1372 (Alan Crosby (1996), ibid, p 45).
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Figure 16.5: Royal Hunting Forests in the time of King John, including the Lancashire forests of
(8) Lonsdale, (9) Amounderness, and (10) West Derby as well as (20) The Peak just to the NW
of Cheshire. The unshaded areas were excluded from the forests by perambulations following the
Charter of the Forest (1212 and 1225) whilst the black dots represent vills and townships amerced
for forest offences between 1154 and 1215
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16.6 Lancashire and later times in Cheshire
� ��� �xDX.��C���%01�Y,=��0j�$�M��2 .6��.6Q;,$� ��.6��0j�=&�# ��&������Y#���&�����.�,!����#%�$�%& ���xl�.�&;<�.����'�$���Y.�&'2
dX�'�����'�$����WXDK�;��<��T0j�$#%�/�x9P�����'.69v�j����,�.6�M�C�M� .�&^��.6��,$R^,$�:<�.�,L0j��.�&'��&�#w��� plant G qK���
S�e%V�� u ���%0j��2'.�R"��?���k���R1�h���)l�.�&;<�.����'�$���E01��&/���$�%&'�@k��=,�,$����&'��W%<����M��.6#�������W'��8/}�������2'��W��M��������W
QP�%&'2'��D-�%01��&!.���D@��,�,�.��������)&/?;0(QP�����n���;9;,��%?�#%�'�_���'.6�{�����)5:&'�$#%�/���_.�&;2!,=.6QZ�%?'�������_�'.�2HG

I��K�M����0j�L���'.6�K."0j.���&7��019v�'.������i�=&7���'���)����#%�$�%&HW;��� D-��k�����WvDX.��i�%&C�/?;&`����&'#j.�&'2m�M�M�:<�57Q'������2'��&�#
��.6�������{���'.�&!�%&[.6��.6Q;,��-��.6��0j��&'# � ��k��=2���&'<��A� ������?'<��!.�<�����k��$�������_.69;9Z��.6���n��&+S��
���1<���&/��?���R>����<�����2'�
� ����l�.�&;<�.����'�$���".�&'2YdX�'�����'�$����G+�y�����"9;.6������<�?',�.6��,�R�W���?'<�� .�&w��019;�'.����=�>.69'9P��.6���>��&wl�.�&'<�.����'�$���
��?���&'.�01����W'.��i�;.��i.�,$����.�2�R+QP����&7�%?���,��=&���2HG

16.6.1 Hunting forests and stock breeding
����& d@�%?'&/� � �%�'&T��*-,�.�&/��.6#���&�������QP��<�.�01�"l�����2 ���Ll�.�&'<�.����;�$����W���& ,=�$��?����i���'�"<���?'��.�2'��&�#
�K�=<��'.6��2�I W
�'�=��5:&'�$#%�/����W6������#%&'��W%.�&'2�� �����X�M��&'.�&`���{��&������X,$�:<�.�,/*-,�.�&`��.6#���&'���g�/?'&/����&�#L�h�������M���

�M��<�?�����27.!<��'.6���M���i���_,��$QP�������$���-?�9P�%&+9;.�R:01��&/�@��� �K�6e�e:G-qi�;���-.�,=,$��D@��23������0 �M�j0j.65��><�,$��.6����&�#%��W
9;?��)?�97Qv?'��,�2'�=&�#%��W`.�&'27��?'&/�X#%.�01�>��8�<���9'�iDK�$���;��&x���'�>,$����2Hop�X2���01��&;�M��Ggqi�'���@DX.��i<��%& �;��01��23Q/R
9;.�R�01��&/�B���-.+��?���������� �K�6e�e7.�&'2bS�e+D@.6���'�����M���EDK����& � �%�;&yQP��<�.�01� �>��&'#+��&YS�S��
��W���&;2'��<�.6����&�#
�����>#�����DK��&'#1D-��.�,$���m���{���%01�>��&mln.�&'<�.����'�$���B.��L�$���),�.�&'2;�XD-�����(��9Z��&'��2m?�9�G

� ?'�M�K�M�+�����[�M�%?����C��&rdX�������'������W;�$�E���L2'����<����$QP��27Q�RyFA.6��D@.65����j��S�V%����� 58 ���'.6��WH.6�E�����!��&'2y���
�����JS��
���j<���&/��?���R�W��K.�&'2',��@fX,�?'&;2���k��=,�,$��W F-.6��,:���Pd)�����M�M����W%#���.�&`�M��21�M�J���'�X0j�%&�5��{���Hd@�%0�QZ����01�����
|LQ'QP��R�W�&���.6�>aL.�&/��DL��<��HW��%&��1<�.6��?'<�.6�M�j���@,�.�&'2C��&4�'���B]��������M�J���X�C.�<�<�,$��� �;��,�2 ‘in a place called
Winchull’ � ���E������9v?���9P�%�M�>���g������<�����&�#"."#���.�&�#��[�����������%&HWv�M��#������'���>DK�$���z��?:s"<��$��&/�K9v.��M��?������h���
��Wpe�e�e[��������93.�&'2"�������$�AR��%?;&�#��%&'���A��.�<��3R���.6��W:�	�1<�� DK�@DK�$���"�>Q;?',�,=�g.�&'2j���'���$�-R��%?;&�#(�%&����@��.�<��
R���.6� �;.�&;2�S��[��8:��&C.�&'23�h���E�1�������M���K.�&'2�S�ej0j.6�����K.�&'23���������iR��%?'&�#1�%&����K��k�����R3���������>R���.6����G

16.6.2 Plants in the forest of Lyme

� Rr�����+,=.6�M�CS ����� <���&/��?���R�W����������+.6���+5:&���DK&w�M�4�'.�k��3QP����&w*-,�.�&/���!�=& �C.�<�<�,$��� �;��,�2Y]�����������W
�%&"���'�E9P��&'&;��&��L��,$��9P���A���_FA.��M�KdX�������'�$���E.6���%?'&'2+c���&'<�,$�1� i.e. ‘Winchull’ � 59 Ggqi�'���-DX.��X9;.6���

���J�����z�h���������x���>l�R:01��G qi���zD-����2^l�R:01�C<�.�& �M���=,�,XQP�m�h�%?;&'2^��& �����y9;,=.�<��z&'.�01���x���>l�R:01�
��&�dX�������'������W)|L���/�M�%&�?'&'2����"l�R:&��Y� sic �"��&Tl�.�&'<�.����;�$���m�M�Y�����4&��������HWi.�&'2TaL��D@<�.��M��,��C?'&;2����
l�R:01�x�=& N ��.
OP����2'���'�����1�M�y�����+�M�%?���� 60 G3qi���xD-����2wl�R:01�x0j.�R��'.�k��32�������k���2r�h���%0������7d@��,$����<
D@����2 elm 01��.�&'�=&�#�.�D-���:2���2x� ���%&/���$�������%&��LQP���\D-����&+�����E9;,�.���&;�g.�&'2+�'�$#%�j#����%?'&'2 61 G{cr�J0j�$#%�/�
.�<�<�����2'�=&�#%,$R�,��/��5��M�>�����X��.6��,$R[�/?;&`����&'#L� �������M�������Z���'���{#���&'����.�,:����#%�$�%&y� DL�'��<��!D@�����iQP�����!D-���:2���2
.�&'2m?;&`D@�/�:2���2v�A� ���K9P�%������Q;,$�L<�,=?����i.6QP�%?��)�����>��.6��,$R+*-,�.�&/����G

qi�;���K,$�:<�.6���$�%&C��?�#�#����M���E���'.6�J�$�E0j.�RyQZ������,$��k6.�&`�E�M�3<��%&'����2�������&��%&C.6��.6Q;,$��oZ.�&'2 ��&��%&4���������t}
<�?',$��?'��.�,�o:01��.�&'��&�#%�@���_�����JD@����2 plant GXd@������.��=&',$Rj�����B��k:��2���&'<��J���_.�&�S�V
���m<���&/��?���R u �=<����$�%&'.6��R
<��%& �;��0j�)���'.6�L���������>D@�����(�M���=,�,Pk
.6���$�%?'�)���������B01��.�&'�=&�#%�)� ���K�����>D@����2 plant ��&m<��%0j0j�%&y?'�M�(Q/R
.6���%?'&;2rS��
e�e:G

16.6.3 Some archaic meanings of the word ‘plant’


 ��.�k��=&�#�.�����2��+� ���j�����701�%01��&/�1�����m01�%�M�1��Q�k:�$�%?'�1���������=<�?',$��?���.�,@01��.�&'�=&�#%�!��� to plant W@D-�
.6���>,$���h�XDK�����"���'�J�h�%,�,���DK��&'#!01��.�&;��&�#%�X��& N .�0!?���, � �%�'&;�M�%&Hop�X����,�.6����k���,$Rx����<���&/�(S�V
���m<���&/��?���R

u ��<����$�%&'.6��R � }
58J.P.Earwaker (1877), East Cheshire: Past and Present, or a History of the Hundred of Macclesfield in the County

Palatine of Chester, vol II, pps 432.
59This was around the times when most of the country’s available agricultural land was being farmed and the expanding

population was having no alternative but to spread onto the moors and into the woods and marshes. David Hey (1987),
ibid, p 15.

60Eilert Ekwall (1960), The Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names.
61Alan Cosby (1996), ibid, p 20.
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� �%�;&'�M�%&m.�,����j#%�$k����i���'�>�h�%,=,$��DK�=&�#101��.�&'��&�#%�i�h���E. planter � ��S��)�%&��>DK�'�x�M��DL��W;�M������Wv���L<�?',����t}
k6.6�M�����Z.x<�?',$���$k6.6�M��� �n���%�)�%&��(DK�'�j<�?',$���$k6.6�M���i#����%?;&'2m��&7���'�>cr���M�EI�&'2;��.�&7<��%,$�%&'�$��� �;.�&'2 ��U%�i�%&��
DK���42'�����M��0j��&'.6�M���(���1��&`�M����2'?;<�����GzI�&w9;.6������<�?',=.6��W����+�=,�,�?'�M�M��.6�M���>���'�������'�$��2 01��.�&'�=&�#yDK����� � ���
��8�.�019;,$�J�����(�h�%,�,���DK��&'# 
�?����M�>� ���%0 |E2'2'�����%&���S��%�6� }�S���S��%� � }

� .�2m���'���M�>Di��������&�#%�X2'�tOP������23� ���%0 �M����0j�%&'�X���
���'� �;���M� planters ���{<��'�����M����.�&;�$��R+��&7�'���M�M����R"���
2'��<��M���=&���W�������R+D-�%?',=2m�'.�k��(QZ����&m��� ~ ��<��M��2yQ/R+�����%�M�
<��/?'��<������K������R7�'.�27� ����01��2HG

I�&'2�����2HW����'�=�)2��/���K&����K.69'9P��.6�i�M�jQP�>.�&m�=�M�%,�.6�M��27����� ������&'<��(�M�7�p9;,�.�&/����&�#1<��'�����M����.�&;�$��RZo$Gg|L&'���������

�?����M�j� ���%0�aL��,��M�%&4����� �����J�M�r��qK��� � �%,�RC|L9P�%�M��,$����W����'� �;���M� planters ���)<��'�����M����.�&;�$��RZo$G N ?'<�� .
�M��&'���E����?'�).69'9v.6����&`��,�Rx����,�.6�M���iQ;.�<�5+�M�j.�&'<��$��&/�)����01����W:QP��� �����B�����>*A,�.�&/��.6#���&����i<���?;��.�2����XDK�'�=<��
D@�����j<��%&'<�����&���2 � 9;.6����,$R'�LDK�$��� � ��� ��<�,�.��=0j��&�#���.�<�<������(�M�/�E����� � �%,$RCln.�&'24� ���!dX�����=�M����.�&'��G�qi�'���
��&'2;��<�.6�M����� ���A��8�.�019;,$�i���;.6�A�����i��.6��,$R[Q/R���}�&'.�0j� le Plaunteur &�����2x&'���A&���<�������.6����,$R1�'.�k��L����,�.6�M��2
�M�3�p#%.6��2���&;��&�#�o � �����J&'.�01�J0j.�R+�'.�k��J����,�.6�M��2701�����B�M�1�����B��.6��,$RC��V
�%�

AD
�M�JF u 01��.�&'�=&�#���� to

plant � k�����Qb��U6.`�M�XDK�;��<��3����,=.6�M���i�M�7�p� �%?'&'2'�=&�#!<��%,��%&'�$����W;<������$����W'.�&'27<��/?���<�������o$G

16.6.4 A meaning of plant in the forest of Lyme
� ���E9;.6�����=<�?',�.6�X�M��&'�M�E�h��� plant ���A�p9;,�.�&/����&�#�<�������������.�&'�$�\Rvo:.69'9P��.6���-�M�1��8�9;,=.���&".3S�� ���7<���&/��?���R

��&;��<����$9'�����%&".6�LcT��&;<�,$��dX�'.69P��,�W'.6�L�����(�M�%?����'����&m,���0x�$�X���{�C.�<�<�,$��� �v��,�2m]����������E��&3���'�(� �������M�
���Xl�R:01��W�DK�������!���'�����j.6���15:&���DK&��M�m�'.�k��jQP����&r<��%&/�M��019P����.6��R4*A,�.�&/����G1FA.6��D@.65���� 62 ����0j.6��5:�
‘On the lintel of the doorway in old letters is the inscription � }

HERE DOE O LORD . WINCLE

SVRE PLANT THY WORD . CH.

and over the blocked-up chancel door is ... the date ... 1647’63 G�qi�'���-.6��<��'.��=<K?'��.6#��E��.65����)?'�AQ;.�<�5
���%?�#%�;,$R��'.�,��hDX.�R[�M��*-,�.�&/��.6#���&����A����0j���g.�&'21���'�=�g01��.�&'��&'#J���Z���'�ik�����Q to plant 0j�$#%�/�A�'.�k��LQP����&
��&/��DK��&'��2m��&3�����jS�� ���C<���&`��?'��R"c���&'<�,��>*A,�.�&/����o'?'&'2'�����M��.�&'2'�=&�#����_�������$�L��?���&'.�0j��G

qi�'�+c���&'<�,��7dX�;.69Z��,@��&'��<����$9'���$�%&w.69'9P��.6���!�M�rQP�+.r<�.�,�,@�M�r�����C��l�����2Ho{�M������,$9Y#���k�����&^�����
,$�:<�.�,��$�\R+DL�$���y�'�=�)D-����2HGiqi���!���$�M�(�������;���K��&;��<����$9'�����%&HW:�%&z."<������=�M����.�&Cd)�'.69P��,�W'9'��� k��=2����K."<�,$��.6�
<��%&/�M��8��7���(.b<�.�,�,L�M�b�����w��l�����2 �E�:2Ho@�M�^�p9;,=.�&`�3<��������M����.�&'����RZo 64 G qK�'���x����&'�M��WiQ�R ������&HWL0j.�R
�'.�k��[��?�9'9;,�.�&/�M��2y.�&C��.6��,=�$���L<��%&'&'����.6���$�%&4DK�'��<��y<��%?',=2z�'.�k��1��&`k��%,�k���2z.�&4.�,�,$��#%�=.�&'<��(�M�7.+01�����
�M��019P����.�,H��*A,=.�&`��.6#���&�������,$����2HG{qi�������X���{.�<�<�����2'�=&�#%,$R(����.��M�%&[�M�>��?�9'9P�%�M�-���'.6������� Plant ��?���&;.�01�
<��%?',�27�;.�k����;.�2m.mS�� ���y<���&/��?���R3<��%&'&�����.6�����%&y�������>.�,��%&�#j�����>,��=&����X��� ‘an auxiliary to the Lord’ G

62J.P.Earwaker (1877), ibid, pps 436-7.
63This inscription can still be seen over the Chapel doorway.
64It might also be thought that there could have been atavistic echoes, given the context of this region, of a call to a

more temporal ‘Lord’ (e.g. to an erstwhile lord of Lancaster) — such a plea might almost, it might be imagined, have
been guided by an ancient spiritual call to reaffirm the people’s compliance with the (by then ancient) Plantagenet (Forest)
Laws.
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16.7 A résumé for the Plant surname’s origins
�A�'.��@QP����&3��?�#�#����M�M��2y��&x����<���&`�)����0j���-���;.6�@���'�B*-,�.�&/�X&;.�01�E<��%?;,�23�'.�k��J������#%��&'.6�M��23.��
.[01���M�%&/R�0x��<K� ���)."�p#%.6��2���&�����o$GgqK���L� �%,�,$� DK��&�# reservations <�.�&+QP�E0j.6�����'.�,$��2+.6#%.���&'�M�
���'�=�H����D@��k�����G�]{�$���M��W
�$���'.���QP����&J2���0j�%&'�M�M��.6�M��2(���'.6�����������-���H.i���$#%&;���v<�.�&/�P2'�%?�Q'��.6QP�%?��
DK�'���������B����� �v���M�L*-,�.�&/���E�;.�2C�'��.6��2y���@. le Plaunteur W_. Plantebene W����>. PlanteroseDK�$���CDK�'�%0�<��%0x01�%&4�����$#%��&;�L.6���j.�����?'01��2HG N ��<��%&'2',$R�WH���������[.6���!�����'���>��&`�M����9'������.6���$�%&'�B���-�����

?'&'2'����,$R:��&�#!D-����2;� plaunteur W plante W bene WZ.�&'2 rose G-I��K0j.�R+QP�>&����M��2�W;� ���i��8:.�0j9;,$��W'���'.6�K�6sj}
<���.�,{2��:<�?'01��&/���ED-�����1��&4]�����&'<��4���>ln.6����&4?'&`���=,-S�����V�W�DL����& � ��&���RmI�I�Ii������?���2C."9;����<�,=.�0j.6���$�%&
� ���i����� �;���M�)����01�(�=&7FA&�#%,��=���3����&'<��J�����(����01���)���{c���,�,���.�0 �����[d@�%& 
�?�������� 65 GA|E,$�M����&;.6���$k��(��&/�M���M}
9'������.6�����%&'�X���������J&'.�0j��� le Plaunteur W Plantebene WP.�&'2 Planterose 0j�$#%�/�).�<�<�����2'��&�#%,�Rx����,�.6�M�B�M�
��?'<��m01��.�&'�=&�#%�i.��B�p���M��.6Qv,������'�=&�#�o�.�&'2C�p����<�����2'�=&�#�o'2���k���,$��9;0j��&`�i���$#%�`����G

|��p#%.6��2���&�����o�01��.�&'�=&�#K� ����*A,�.�&/�_�;.���QP����&[��?�9'9P�%�M��2(�M�LQP�X<���������<�����&!.L����.�&'2'.6��2 u ��<����$�%&'.6��R
���{f-���$������� N ?���&;.�01����G�qi���J<��$�M��27��k:��2���&;<��E����,�.6�M���i01�%�M��,�Rx�M�jFA.����i|L&�#%,=��.:G�| ��?'9'9P�%���$���$�%&x���'.6�
01�%�M�-*A,�.�&/���������$#%�=&'.6�M��2j��&1F-.��M�A|E&�#%,���.B�M����0j�-2��%?�Q'�M��?',:��� D-��k����X.�&'2[���'���A�$���M��,$�Z<�.��M���A2��%?'Q'���%&
�����)����#��%?��{���Z.J2���2;?'<����$�%&[���'.6�g*-,�.�&`�g0j��.�&'�g����0j9;,$R>.!�p#%.6��2���&'����o$G�qi���)*A,�.�&/�g��?���&'.�01�).69'9P��.6���
�M�>�'.�k��i�����$#%��&;.6�M��2!�=&'�M�M��.�2101�%�M��,�R�&���.6�������)QP����2'���{,=.�&'2'�_���ZaL�������[c�.�,$���gDK�������)�$���M����0j�A01�����
.69'�B�M�m<��%&'���=2����J��?'<��CQ'��?���.�,{.�&'24<��%&`�M��.�2;���M��.�&/�>01��.�&'��&�#%�B.��j��S��(��2���k���,���9;01��&/�J�h������o�.�&'2 ���%�
�pQ;.��M��.6��2 <��'�=,�2Ho{���L���'�m*A,�.�&/��.6#���&����j��� R%.�,K.�?����'�����$��R�G �z�����m���%0j.�&`���=<7<��%?'&`�M����9;.6�����j�M�r���'���M�
01��.�&'�=&�#%�i<�.�&mQP�>��?;0j0j.6��������2+.��!��S��X9P�����'.69v�)��&7.1D@����24��.1#%.6��2'��&�����o$W;���'�%?�#%�7���'���)������0j�i�M���
�����M�M����<����$k��L�=&x.��@0�?'<��3.��A���������@5:��&'2'�A���A� ����R%.�,��=�M���g.�?�8:��,=��.6��R[<�.�&x9;,=.�?'���$Q;,�R(QP�L<��%&'����2�������2HW�.�&'2
���%�L��.y��&'��Q;,$�>.�&'2m&;.6��?���.�,�W����K.�,=01�%�M�K�z��������.�&;��<��-<��'��,=2Ho$W'.��)DK��,=,vQP�J��8:9;,�.���&'��2+,=.6�M���KQP��,$��D(G

16.7.1 A possible diminutive of Plantagenet
	 �x0j��#%�`�1QP�m��?�9;9Z�%����2b���'.6�j���������m<��%?;,�2 �'.�k��mQP����& .�<��%&'&���<������%& QP����D@����& �����m*-,�.�&/�x.�&'2

*A,=.�&`��.6#���&����>&;.�01��� from the outset G>I��A��?'<��C.+<��%&'&���<������%&4D-�����[�M�3QP��0j.�2'��WP���LD@�%?',�2z������&
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�����m��&;2 ���J*A,�.�&/��.6#���&����x���=01���1���'.6� Plantagenet D@.��".�2���9'�M��2^.��".r��� R%.�,i��.�0j��,$R surname66 W
���������!<�.�&CQZ��,��$�M��,$�(2'�%?�Q'�i���'.6�E�����%�M�[<�,$�%�M���M�"���'�(��.6��,$Rm*-,�.�&/��.6#���&����L�����$#%&'�iD@�%?',�2z�'.�k��[QP����&
.�DX.6����W:.6�-,$��.�����W`���'.6�-�����K*A,=.�&`��.6#���&���� nickname �'.�2jQP����&j<�.6�����$��21Q�R �>��&�# � �%�;&Hop��#���.�&'2'� .6�������
�E���6OP����R�G � �%�;&�l�.�<�5�,�.�&;2 �'.�2�<��%0j�"�M�Cd)�����M�M�����=& S�S�V��mDL�$����.7k:�$��D ���)<����%������&�#m�M� u ?�Q;,���&
�����%?�#%�x���)D@.��A����<�.�,�,$��2jQ/R[�'���{��.6�������A� �%,�,$� DK��&�#B�����i2'��.6���j��� � �%�'&�op�{Q'����������� �B���6OZ����R 67 � ��D@�
l�.6���=&YdX�'.6���M�����JD@�����"��?'Q;�M��
�?���&`��,�RC������?���2rQ�R � �%�'&HW�d@�%?'&/�(���)�z������.���& .�&;2 l�����2����XI\����,�.�&'2
��,�.6�M��� �>��&�# � �%�'&v���M��<��%& �;��0 �����L���$#%�/���g���ndX�������M���-01����<��'.�&/���A�M�!�M��.�2��E��&1I�����,�.�&'2 68 G�qi���L��D@�

65John Harvey (1948), The Plantagenets 1154-1485, p 66.
66Harvey asserts that Plantagenet was adopted as a surname by Richard (1411-60), Duke of York, who was the father of

Edward IV. Harvey adds evidence that the Plantagenet name was passed to illegitimate children by the times of a bastard
of Richard III, who was Edward IV’s brother. This bastard hid himself in obscurity after the battle of Bosworth Field and
he ended his days in charge of the building of Sir Thomas Moyle’s mansion in Kent, where he was buried in 1550 (aged
over 80) under the name of Richard Plantagenet. (Harvey (1948), ibid, pps viii and 138).

67Rupert H Morris (1893) Chester in the Plantagenet and Tudor Reigns, pps 11 and 484.
68These Charters apparently date from around 1188 up to 1199 when John became King of England — subsequently



16.7. A RÉSUMÉ FOR THE PLANT SURNAME’S ORIGINS 31

dX�'.6���M�����!D-�����+QP�����b������?���2Y.6�1l�?��M��#%.6�������'.�,�,$�3.�&'2w������Rw�;.�k��3�����M9P��<����$k���,$RYUy��� �4DK�$��&'�����M���
DK�$����Wn��&r��.�<��w<�.�����W��%&��jQP����&�# Rogero de Plan’ ������<���G7qi�;���J������&w,$��.�2'�J�M�C�M9P��<�?',�.6���$�%&�.6QP�%?��
DK�������'���J�����1&'.�01� Plan’ D@.��(.�&r.6Q'Q'����k:��.6���$�%&C� ��� Plantagenet .�&'2CDK�����������J���'�=�LDX.��JDK�=2���,$R
?'&'2'�����M�M����2!.6���%?'&'23S��6e�eJ��&jdX�'���M�M����G_In.�0 #���.6�M����?',:�M�Bc G �jGp*A,�.�&/� 69 �h�������'�@� �%,�,$� DK��&�#L��k��=2���&'<��
� ���K&���.6�EdX�'���M�M����W'� ���K.j<���&/��?���R3,�.6�M��� � }

... the Flint Receipts of 1301 contained the name of Ricardo Plant of
Ewelowe. On the 14th November 1302 a marriage took place at Flint of Eliza-
beth Plantagenet and Humphrey de Bohen. This suggests that the Plantagenet
and Plant name were in use in the same district at the same time...

FgD@��,$� D-�j.�&'24]{,���&/�B.�2 ~ �%�=&CaLc d)�������'�$����GBqK������k:��2���&;<��[0x.65����>�$�B�M����0 ,��$5���,$R7���;.6�J�����1����0[}
��,�.6���$��R4���i�����3*A,=.�&`�[&'.�01�+�M�C*-,�.�&/��.6#���&����1D-�%?;,�2 �'.�k��3QZ����&Y&�������<���2b�������+&���.6�jdX�������M����W�Q/R
.6���%?'&;2wS�U6e�e:GJqi���[����0x��,�.6���$�\R"���-&'.�01��<��%?;,�2z�'��&'<���QP�������%?�#%�/�L�M�7�'.�k��[���$#%&'.�,$��2z.�& �p��k:��2���&/�
<��%019;,=��.�&'<���o����;�����-*-,�.�&`���_DK�����>�����J��.6�n���=01������.�,$�M�����=&�#/�H2��%0x��&'.�&'<��-���������@,���<�.�,/����R%.�,:.�?����'�����$��R
� cf. ���'��������0 ��S��M� � �$�><��%?',=2��'.�k��"��k���&w�=0(Q;?'��24�����x*A,=.�&`���JDL�$���r.�& .��$�(���@QP����&'#3.�& ��8��M��&�}
���$�%& ���i�����+*A,�.�&/��.6#���&�������o�2�R:&'.��M����<j���$#%�/���+� cf. ������������0 ���%�M��G�d@������.���&',�R4��������&�����&���D(W_DL�$���
2��:<�?'01��&/��.6��Rj��k:��2���&'<��B2'.6����&'#�� ���%0�S�����V�W'�M�1��?�9'9P�%�M�L���'.6�X�����E*-,�.�&/�@&'.�0j�E���@.[<�������?�9;���$�%&x���
Plantagenet70 G

16.7.2 A ‘child’ or a ‘princeling’
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he granted another Charter to Chester, as well as a Charter to a new port at Liverpool.
69W.K.Plant, President of the Plant Family History Group, private letter dated 13th May 1998.
70I am informed that a deed, dated 1528, for John Plant of Stony Cliffe indicates ‘this name is supposed to be corrupted

from Plantagenet’ (this has been connected to the reference Ancient Parish of Leek, p 33, though this appears to be just
a reference to the use of vinegar for purification at the times of the medieval plagues). There is also, for example, a
newspaper clipping, apparently dating to the inter-war years of the 20th century, suggesting that the Plantagenets were
now to be found amongst the ‘lower classes of the Plants’ (W.K.Plant, private communication).

71Certainly, ‘a child in Plantagenet times’ is supported as a valid meaning for Plant by the Oxford English Dictionary,
which recognises ‘young person’ or ‘novice’ as the only meanings of plant that refer explicitly to a person. This meaning
arises near the borderlands of North Wales and, in Welsh, the word plant means a child.
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Loue is the leues thing that vr lord asketh
And eke the playnt [plante, plaunte, plonte] of pees.

I��E���LDK�$���z���'��� 
�?�����.6���$�%&C���'.6�B�����j�BF u ����<���#%&'���M���B.�&C��.6��,$R4��<��'��,�2�ov01��.�&'�=&�#x�M� plant � �����

�?�����.6���$�%&b��?�#�#����M���1.�&Y��&/�M����9'������.6�����%&HW��h���[*A,=.�&`�[��&w�����"cr��,=��� QP����2'����,�.�&'2'��Wn���K. lord’s love
child74 G^qi���39P�/��0 ��� Piers Plowman ����,�.6�M���x�M�������7��,$��k6.6���$�%& ���J.49P�/���x9Z��.���.�&`�1�M��QP����&'#
.��MR:0�QZ�%,X��� � ����?'��W �v&'.�,�,$Rw<�.��M���$#%.6����&�# �����y,$� D 01����.�,i����.�&'2'.6��2'�[���E�����%�M�y����01��� � ���j0j.�R
.�<�<�����2'�=&�#%,$R4QP�x&��y.�<�<���2'��&`�����'.6�!ln.�&�#%,�.�&'2�op�J9;����.���� plaunte of pees ���(.�0�Q;�$#%?'�%?'��W�DL�$���������
.�,$�M����&;.6���$k��J��&`�M����9'������.6���$�%&'�@���'.6�).[,$����2�op�-,$� k��><�.�&7����,$9+�M�[QZ��#����). princely child � i.e. .[�M��<�?',�.6�
��*g����&'<��m���J*_��.�<���o 75 W cf. ������������0 ���6.`�M�x���m�����������=<�?',$��?���.�,)��?'<�<�������oB� i.e. . �p9;,=.�&`����&'#r���J9Z��.���o$W
cf. ������������0 ���
QZ�M�K�������%?'#%�y�����[2'�$k:��&��j�p9'����k:��2���&;<��(���g�����[l�����2Ho{� cf. �����[,�.6�M���Bc���&'<�,$�1dX�'.69P��,
��&'��<����$9'���$�%&Z��G

N �%0j�79Z�%�����$Q;,$�"Q;.�<�5�#����%?'&;2b�M�r���'���[9;����.��M� ‘plaunte of pees’ <�.�& QP�3�%?���,���&'��2Y.��j�h�%,�,���DK��G
�K.�,�9;� � q_?���&����+��S��
�	�/� 76 Di���$�M���(���'.6� ‘John, like his son (Henry III) later, turned to the Anglo-
Saxon past for support of his pretentions’ G-I��X�M����0j�-���'.6�-���'�K9;.��M�@�M�!DK�'��<��x���E0j.�Rx�;.�k��E��?���&���2
D@�%?',�2 ,��$5���,�Rw�'.�k��z��&'<�,=?'2���2Y�����y<��%&/�M��&`�����%?'�jcr��������8^,$��#���&'2 ���!��FA2'#%.6�+dX�'��,=2���o{�h���%0 DK���%0
�����[���%0j.�&/����<!���$��,$�[���)dX�'��,�2n� � �).69'9P��.6���E�M�m�'.�k�� �;��D@��2^� cf. ]{�$#%?����7S���G��%��G!I�&4.��J0!?'<�� .��B�����
���$��,$�[dX�'��,�2n� � �@<�.6�����$��2m.�& ��.6������,��=&�#�o'���>�p9;����&'<���o;<��%&;&�����.6���$�%&HWZ�$�K<��%?',�2z�'.�k���QP����&y�M����&z�M�"�'.�k��
.
OP���%&`�M��2����'�z,$��#%�$���=0j.6�M�C��?�9'����0j.�<�R ���(�����CaL����0j.�&�<���� DK&HG |�<���&/��?���R ���7�M�b,�.6�M����W � �%�'&
��l�.�<�5�,=.�&'2Ho�0j.�RC�'.�k��j9;,�.�&;&���2y�M�7������2��1���;���E9Z����<����$k���24��������.6�J�M�m�'�=�J�'���M�M�����=<j��]�����&'<��rQv.��M��2Ho
,$��#%�$���=0j.�<�Rj� �����%?�#%��9'����01��#���&;�$��?������'.�2�&�������.6��,=�$����QP����&>����#%.6��2���2(.��n�����A�M�%,��-<����$�M�����$�%&J� ������� R%.�,
��?'<�<��������$�%&v� � �M�+���;���i��&'2�WP�'�!0j.�Ry�'.�k��j�M�%?�#%�/�L�M�3����9'�����M��&`�B�'���LQ;.��M��.6��2'�L.��J<��%&/�M��019P����.6��R
��
�?'�$k6.�,$��&`���>���)�����jcr�����M��8Yd)�'��,�2�� � ��G3d@������.���&',�Ry�����"Di���$����&'#%�B���@���'�x.�&`���$}	����R%.�,ES�U
���w<���&/��?���R
<��'���%&'��<�,$�����x���!�M�%?�������.��M�7FA&'#%,�.�&'2HWK.��3D@��,�,B.��3�����������7,=.6�M����WL��&;2'��<�.6�M�C���'.6� � �%�'&�l�.�<�5�,=.�&'2
�'.�2C9;,�.�&/�M��24k6.6���$�%?'�B��,�,���#%�$����0j.6�M�!<��'��,=2�����&C.6���%?'&'2C�'���B,�.�&'2;�L��&C�����[����0j���BDK����&4���!D@.��>l�����2
���j��l�.�&'<�.����M���+.�&'2Z��I\����,=.�&'2HW-��?'<��^���'.6�x�$�x�=� 
/?'���M�m<��%&'<����$k6.6Q;,$�m���'.6� � �%�'& <��%?;,�2 9P�����M�%&'.�,=,$R
�'.�k��7� .6����������2�� cf. ���'��������0 ���
QZ�M�!.��p9;����&'<���,��=&�#�o�01��.�&'�=&�#z�M� Plaunte G�I��1����.�,=�M�r<��%019;.6���$Q;,��
DK�$��� � �%�'&Hop�A9;?���9P�����M��21<��'.6��.�<��M���X���'.6�@���K<��%?',�2"�'��0j����,$�v�'.�k��L��&;<��%?���.6#���24� cf. ������������0 ���6.`�M�-.

73William Langland (1362), The vision of William concerning Piers Plowman.
74Certainly the OED uses this quotation to illustrate the meaning (noun (sb1) (1c)) a young person, which is the only

meaning of plant that the OED recognises to mean a person.
75Some further background to this can be outlined as follows. Guerilla warfare was in progress when, for example,

Henry III ordered in 1233 that the Sheriff of Shropshire should pay 57 shillings for the heads of 57 welshmen who had
been slain in the valley of Church Stretton (Harvey (1948), ibid, p 70.). Shropshire is immediately to Cheshire’s south.
Immediately to Shropshire’s south east is Worcestershire, where William Langland had written by some 130 years later
of the ‘plaunte of pees’, apparently implying that a Lord’s love child could help to beget peace (cf. Prince of Peace).

76Ralph V Turner (1994), King John, p 201.
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Edgar (the Peaceful)
reigned 959-975
(Great Grandson of
Alfred the Great
who was a grandson of
Egbert crowned 802)
Edgar visited Chester
in 972 where he received
the submission of all
Kings in north and west
Britain.

Edward (the Martyr)
reigned 975-9

Ethelred II (the Unready)
reigned 978-1016
used Chester as a naval base
in futile campaigns against
the Norse in the Irish Sea.

Edmund Ironside
reigned 1016

Edward the Confessor
(b ?1002-5 but lived in Normandy
while England was ruled by Canute)
reigned 1042-66
Delegated responsibility for his power to
the Godwins, who tried to assert more direct
Royal control even in Cheshire by challenging
the noble Leofric of Mercia (1030-51).

Edgar Atheling
or
Edgar Childe
(fled to Scotland)

Margaret
= Malcolm III

K of Scots

Edgar
K of Scots

Alexander
K of Scots

David
K of Scots

Eadgyth/Matilda
= HENRY I
mother-in-law of Geoffrey Plantagenet
and great-grandmother of KING JOHN

Alfred (murdered)

Figure 16.6: Some cognate ancestry of the Plantagenets and a contentious link back through Edgar
Childe to the royal House of Wessex — at the time of the Norman Conquest Edward the Confessor
was said to have died childless.
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