
Chapter 24

`French' Origins for Plant-likenames
April 2002.Oneof aseriesof Chaptersby Dr. JohnS.Plant,KeeleUniversity, England,ST55BG.

EARLY PLANT-L IKE NAMES IN FRANCE AS AN INFLUENCE FOR THE MEANING OF PLANT

Perhapstheearliestreasonwhy divine spiritswereassociatedwith plantsrelatedto thehalluci-
natorypowersthatwereknown in ancienttimesfor suchherbsastheSolinacea.By the time

that IncarnationbecametheChristianorthodoxy, in the5th century, Christianitywasbeginningto
spreadthroughtheFranksandit is in thatcontext thata spiritualsenseof `implantedardour'may
havecometo beattachedto the7thcentury`Plantlike' namePlantard.Furthermore,thehairychar-
acteristicsof the`sprigof broom' (cf. thePlantagenetname)canbeassociatedwith earlyphilosophy
involving vital motionpassingthroughthe`plantedsoul' in theadministrationof thehumanbody.
The�rst known evidencefor thePlantsurnamein Englandis in a13thcenturyPlantagenetcontext
in whichearlier`French'traditionsmayhave retainedsway.

24.1 Hints of a developingsensein early `Plant lik e' names
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24.1.1 A background for a `Plant lik e' tradition
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1A contemporarycontroversyamongsttheChristianswasthequestionof whetherChristwastwo persons,onedivine
andonehuman,aswasheldby Nestorius(Constantinople),or whethertherewerefor exampletwo naturesin oneperson.
Thelatterview gainedgroundin theWestandNestorianismwasdeclareda heresy. An oppositeextreme,of onenature
in theonepersonof ChristbecametheMonophysiteheresy. BertrandRussell(1996)Historyof WesternPhilosophy, pps
365-7.
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12 CHAPTER24. `FRENCH' ORIGINSFORPLANT-LIKE NAMES

Figure24.1:TheDivisionsof theMerovingianKingdomin (top)511AD and(bottom)561AD (after
IanWood(1994)TheMerovingianKingdoms450-751, pps367-8.)
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24.1.2 Medieval Herbal Medicine
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2J.L.Müller (1998)Lovepotionsandtheointmentof witches:historical aspectsof thenightshadealkaloids, Journal
of Toxicology:Clinical Toxicology, Vol 36, pps617-627.

3J.M.Wallace-Hadrill(1962)TheLong-Haired Kings and other studiesof Frankishhistory, p 43. Mamertusalso
showedanasceticcommitmentin his lengthypoemConsolatoriadecastitalislaudo(IanWood(1994)ibid, p 25).

4As theArab empiresspreadin the7th and8th centuries,they incorporatedearlierlearningandthemostimportant
contribution of Arabic medicalwriterswasprobablythe introduction,by themid 9th century, of formulariesto aid the
preparationof medicines,someof themincorporatingspicesandperfumes.By the13thcentury, theformularycompiled
by Ibn al Baytarin Spainincludedasmany as800botanicdrugs,145mineraldrugs,and130animaldrugs.

5F.Rossi,M.Mangrella,A.Loffreda. E.Lampa(1994),Wizard and scientists:the pharmacologic experiencein the
MiddleAges, AmericanJournalof Nephrology, Vol 14, 384-90
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Figure24.2: Frankishart. Top: brick showing mixed sexual attributesfor Adam and Eve with
the treeentwinedby theserpent;from Vertou(InventairedesCollectionspubliqueFrançaises:10
Nantes:Art Mérovingien - MuséeTh. Dobŕee,1964). ScotusErigenamaintainedthat manwas
originally without sin and,whenhe waswithout sin, he waswithout distinctionof sex. Bottom:
thestonefunerystelefrom Honhausenof c700AD (PeterLasko (1971)TheKingdomof theFranks:
NorthWestEuropebefore Charlemagne, p 82).
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6F.Rossietal (1994)ibid.
7M. Baigent,R. LeighandH. Lincoln (1996)TheHoly BloodandtheHoly Grail, p 276.
8BertrandRussell(1994)ibid, pps396-401.
9CharlesKing McKeon(1948)A studyof theSummaPhilosophiaeof thePseudo-Grosseteste, p159.

10Boethiusmaintainedthat `They whoobtaindivinity becomegods. Wherefore everyonethat is happyis a god,but
by nature there is onlyoneGod,but there maybemanyby participation.... Thesubstanceconsistethin nothingelsebut
goodness... Virtuousmenarealwayspowerful,andbadmenalwaysweak;for bothdesire thegood,but only thevirtuous
get it.' .

11HenryBett (1925)JohannesScotusErigena,a studyin medieval philosophy, pps42-3.
12HenryBett (1925)ibid, pps24-5,33.
13For Boethius(480-525AD), divine substance(goodness)hadbeenform without matter(cf. a `spirit') andcouldbe

distinguishedfrom a compositebeingfor creature(cf. `matter' plus`spirits'). CharlesKing McKeon(1948)A studyof
theSummaPhilosophiaeof thePseudo-Grosseteste, pps117,119. Boethiuswasa friend of theArian Ostrogothicking
TheodorictheGreatwhowasconcernednot to offendastrongChristianempathyin Italy.

14A strongtraditiondevelopedwith theAngelic Light of St Augustine(354-430)andthe CelestialHierarchyof the
Pseudo-Dionysius(JamesMcEvoy (1982)ThePhilosophyof RobertGrosseteste, pps51-146).
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24.1.4 Early Plant-likenamesin `France'
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Thestoryis told that Geoffrey, while disguisedin battle, andto make himselfknownto his
followers, leanedfromhis horse, graspeda sprig of “plante degenet” — thecommonyellow
broomcorn which grew thickly in theheath— andthrust it in his helmet.Thushederivedhis
populartitle.
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`manis an animalandhe is not an animal; inasmuch as
hehasbody, andnutritive life, andirr ational appetites,heis an animal; inasmuch asin his higher

15The view of Scotusthat creationis timelessrelatesto a tenetthat whenit is said that God createdthingsout of
`nothing', this `nothing' is to beunderstoodasGodHimself. Accordingto Scotus,creationis an eternalprocess.The
creaturesubsistsin God,andGodmanifestsHimself in thecreature.If thedescentof creativewisdomis takenawayfrom
all thatis, all would revert to absolutenothingness;noexistence,life, sense,reason,intellect,or goodnesswould remain.

16Accordingto thework of HenriLobineau,thePlantAmorbranchdescendedfrom Arnaud,abrotherof SigisbertVII
Plantardb c933(Figure24.3).

17In the5th century, StAugustinehaddividedthesoulinto intelligentia, memoria, andamor.
18H. Bett (1925)ibid, p54.
19ScotusErigenamaintainedthat thosepartsof thebodythatarenot penetratedby air do not participatein senseand

thebones,nails,andhairhaveonly vegetablelife. H. Bett (1925)ibid, pps57-8.
20Thecommonbroom(Cytisusscoparius)hassilky-hairyyoungshootsandits blackpodsarehairyon themargins.
21M. Baigent,R. Leigh,andH. Lincoln (1996)TheHoly BloodandtheHoly Grail pps276,280.
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DagobertII of Austrasia
m GiselledeRazes

SigisbertIV Plantard
b 670France
m c695France,Magdala

SigisbertV Plantard
b 695France
m c715Of France

BeraII Plantard
b 715France
m c732France,Olba

GuillaumePlantard
b c733France
m c755France

BeraIV Plantard
b c755France
m c775Of France,Romille

Argila Plantard
b c775France
m c794France,Reverge

BeraV Plantard
b c794France
m c815France

Hilderic I Plantard
b c816France
m c835France

SigisbertVI Plantard
b c838France
m c858France,RotildeFranks

GuillaumeII Plantard
b c860France
m c874France,Idoine

BernardPlanta-PilusPlantard
b c820France

GuillaumeII Plantard
b 874Bretagne,France
m c895Bretagne,France

ArnaudPlantard
b c895France
m c915France

BeraVI Plantard
b c915France
m c932France

SigisbertVII Plantard
b c933France
m c951France

HuguesI Plantard
b 951France
m c970France,Anna

JeanI DesPlantards
(DeJoinville)
b c970France
m c990France,Isabel

JeanII Plantard
b c990France
m c1015France,Anne

HuguesLong-NoseDePlantard
b c992France
m 1009France,AgnesJumiege
d c1015

AgnesPlantard
b c953France

Figure24.3:A schemeof Plantardrecordsfrom theEuropeanIGI. A fuller genealogyandhistorical
accountof this family hasbeenelaboratedby HenriLobineau.

nature he possessesreason,and intellect, and interior sense, with the memoryof the Divine and
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22Scotuscontinues̀ It wasthe will of God to createall creatures,visibleand invisible, in man'. HenryBett (1925)
JohannesScotusErigena:a studyof medieval philosophy, pps59-61.

23J.M.Wallace-Hadrill(1962)ibid, pps62,156ff, 162,232,245ff.
24The 7th centurychroniclerFredegar narratesthat Clovis's father, Childeric I, wasexiled from the Franksfor his

sexual pro�igacy but hewasre-establishedin power andapproachedby thewife of his one-timehost,Bisinus,king of
theThuringians(Germany). IanWood(1994)TheMerovingianKingdoms450-751, p 39. Shehadfollowedhim because
of his prowessandbecamehis queen.On their weddingnight shesentChildericto look outsidethreetimesandhesaw,
asa symbolof their futuredescendants,lions,unicornsandleopards;thenbearsandwolves;and�nally dogs.Fredegar
III 11-12. This story is partof a complex literary constructionwhich includesparalleltalesof friendshipandmarriage
relatingto king TheodorictheGreat(Italy) andto theemperorJustinian.
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24.2 Frankish `Plant lik e' namesin England
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25M. Baigent,R. LeighandH. Lincoln (1996)TheHoly BloodandtheHoly Grail, pps275-7,280.
26JohnGillingham(2001)TheAngevin Empire, pps102,109.
27A FrenchTelephoneDirectory (http://www.infobel.com/france/default.asp ) list 817 entriesfor

Plante,of which 127 are in FrenchNorth Americanterritorieswith the restmainly clusteredaroundGascony in SW
France(64 in Pyŕeńes-Atlantique,42 in Haute-Garonne,41 in Gironde,37 in Lot-et-Garonne,35 in Gers,28 in Landes,
23in HautePyŕeńees).The105entriesfor Plantyarescatteredmostlyaroundtheperipheriesof thisSWregionof France
for Plante(13 in Tarn,9 in Charente-Maritime,7 in Haute-Garonne,7 in Vienne,5 in Charente,5 in Maine-et-Loire).

28In 1219,RadulphusPlentewasresponsibleto theking for theburbhoteof Oxford thoughroyal revenuein 1218-20
averagedonly { 8000peryear, a fractionof theamountthathadbeencollectedannuallyfor thepast60 years,andking
HenryIII in hisminority wasrelatively penniless.

29In theaforementionedFrenchTelephoneDirectory, the425entriesfor PlantardareclusteredmostlyaroundBrittany
in NW France(63 in Marbihan,54 in Loire-Atlantic,28 in Ille-et-Villaine, 18 in Maine-et-Loire)with a smallercluster
in easternFrance(27 in Sâone-et-Loire,24 in Ni �evre,16 in Haute-Savoie). The63 occurrencesfor Plantaareclustered,
apartfrom Paris,mainly in Dauphiny in easternFranceneartheItalian border(15 in Drôme,9 in Paris,6 in Ard�eche,4
in Is�ere,4 in Var)with a further80 in aTelephoneDirectoryfor Italy.
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Figure 24.4: The Angevin connectionbetweenFranceand England(after D.D.R. Owen, 1996,
Eleanorof Aquitaine, Queen& Legend)



20 CHAPTER24. `FRENCH' ORIGINSFORPLANT-LIKE NAMES

I t hadbeenat theendof thereignof Charlesle Chauve thata new duchyof Aquitainehadbegun,with
countBernardPlanteveleuwho exertedhis authority�rst on l'Auv ergneandle Velay(869-72),andin

time on le Toulousain,le Limousin, le Rouergueat la Gothie,andreunitedl'Autunois, le Mâconnais,le
Berry andperhapsle Poitoua (cf. Figure24.4). It is saidb that this line wasexpelledto Brittany after a
faileduprisingagainstLouis II in 881(cf. possibility1) though`Plantlike' namesmayhaveremainedalso
in Aquitaine(cf. possibilities2 and3). In 951, Aquitainepassedto William I of Poitiersand,by 1086-
1127, the Duchy was in the handsof William VII of Poitiers,the troubadourgrandfatherof Eleanorof
Aquitaine.In 1152,Eleanorof Aquitainec marriedHenryII, sonof Geoffrey Plantagenet, countof Anjou.
HenryII unitedthreedistinctblocks(Anglo-Norman,Angevin, andAquitainian)into theAngevin Empire
which survivedintact for just 50 years,thoughtradelinks betweenEnglandandGascontowns,above all
BordeauxandBayonne,weresuf�cient to retaina “PlantagenetEnglish” interestin Gascony (now SW
France,Figure24.4)for a further250yearsd.

D uring the timesof theAngevin Empire(1154to 1204),therewerea few periodswhena memberof
the “Plantagenet”royal family wasan effective headof regional government:Geoffrey of Brittany

(1181-6),Richardin Aquitaine(1175-89),Eleanorin Aquitaine(1199andperhapsalso1168-72). The
entireAngevin governmentwasheadedby anitinerantcourtwhoseitineraryspreadtheburdenof providing
the largecourtwith provisionsaswell asspreadingthecourt's rangeof in�uence, thoughit is only from
1199that its itinerarycanbe tracedon somethinglike a dayto daybasis.FromApril 1199to theendof
1202,HenryII' s sonking John,in successionto RichardI (1189-99),spent45%of his time in Normandy,
25% in England,22% in GreaterAnjou, and 8% in Aquitainee. In 1200, during a visit to Aquitaine,
JohnunexpectedlymarriedIsabellaof Angoulemewhosefatherhad soughtindependencefrom John's
elderbrother, RichardI. IsabellasubsequentlymarriedHugh de Lusignan,the mostprominentbaronof
Aquitainef.

W illiam Plantagenet(Warren),earlof Surrey (London)hadhis family estatesin Normandycon�scated
in 1204,whenPhilip II of the Île de France(Figure24.4)seizedthe duchy. William Plantagenet

(Warren)supportedking Johnagainstthebaronsand,in 1215,actedasoneof theking'sguarantorsfor the
keepingof the MagnaCarta. Thoughhe supportedPhilip II' s son,PrinceLouis, whenhe tried to wrest
Englandfrom John(1215-17),theWarrenearl'sEnglishlandswererestoredin 1221afterhehaddeclared
himselfa loyal vassalof John's infantsonandsuccessor, HenryIII g.

A round1209-18,theNormanSimondeMontfort hadled theAlbigensiancrusadeof atrocitiesagainst
the local nobility's toleranceof Catharhereticsin the Languedoc(now S France)h andthe dispos-

sessedfaidits (fautors)may have beenscatteredwidely. In 121, SimonhadhangedMartin Algais, once
king John's seneschalof Gascony, andin 1214ejectedJohn's garrisonsfrom the Agenais. In 1224,Si-
mondeMontfort'seldestson,Amaury, renouncedall claimsto Languedocin favour of theCapetianking
of Francewho subsequentlyextendedhis royal territoriesfrom beyond the Île-de-France(a small region
aroundParis,Figure24.4) to includemostof modernFrance.“Plantagenet”supportfor falteringfeudal
rights in theLanguedocis evidencedby thebrief alignmentof Henry III, in 1242-3,with his �rst cousin,
CountRaymondVII of Toulouse(Languedoc)andwith his father-in-law, thegreatPoitevin prince,Hugh,
lord of Lusignanandcountof La Marche(Aquitaine). Henry III madeoneof Hugh's sons,William de
Valence,earlof Pembroke(SWWales)in 1247.

W illiam Plantagenet(Warren)hadmarriedMaud(Matilda)Marshall,heiressof theearlof Pembrokein
1225.William'ssonandsuccessor, JohnPlantagenet(deWarenne)marriedanotherof theLusignans,

Alice (de Brien) in the sameyear (1247)asHenry III madeWilliam de Valenceearl of Pembrokei. In
1258,Englishbaronialresentmentsof favouritismto the `foreign' Lusignianswererunninghigh andthe
aforementionedelderSimon'sfourthson,SimondeMontfort,sustaininghisclaimto landsaroundLeicester
(England),led the Baron's Revolt againstEngland's king. JohnPlantagenet(de Warenne)supportedthe
king in 1258and,thoughhesidedwith thebaronsaround1260-3,hefoughtfor HenryIII at Lewes(1264)
andfreedhim atEvesham(1265).

aCharlesHigounet(1971)Histoiredel'Aquitaine, p 173.
bM. Baigent,R LeighandH. Lincoln (1996)ibid, p 276.
cD.D.ROwen(1999)Eleanorof Aquitaine:Queen& Legend.
dJohnGillingham(2001)TheAngevin Empire, p 116.
eJohnGillingham(2001)ibid, pps72-6.
fElizabethHallam(1995)ThePlantagenetChronicles, pps17,263.
gElizabethHallam(1996)ThePlantagenetEncyclopaedia, p 204.
hStephenO'Shea(2001)ThePerfectHeresy:theLife andDeathof theCathars.
iElizabethHallam(1998)Chroniclesof the Age of Chivalry: ThePlantagenetDynastyfromMagna Carta to the

Black Death, pps59,88-9

Table24.1:TheAngevin connectionbetweenEnglandandFrance
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Thegreatestwork of ScotusErigenawasOn theDivision of Nature. Thewholeof Natureis divided into
four classes:(1) theuncreatedwhich creates,(2) thecreatedwhich creates,(3) thecreatedwhichdoesnot
create,(4) theuncreatedwhichdoesnotcreate.Effectively, this is a distinctionbetween:-

(1) GodtheFather;

(2) GodthesonastheWordof God,generatedin Himself, in which theinvisibleandvisibleworld is governed;

(3) theworld of �nite creates,bothvisibleandinvisible,which is governedby theWord;and,

(4) Godastheendof all being.

Everythingthatemanatesfrom (1) Godstrivesto returnto (4) Him, andtheendof all thingsis thesame
asthebeginning. Everythingthat (1) Godwills, hemakesin (2) theWord; themanifestation(3) of their
effects is the specialwork of the Holy Spirita. This may be comparedwith the Trinity shoringup the
Treeof Charity (theplonteof Trewe-love), in the 14thcenturypoemPiers Plowman, which is described
as(1) the Power of god the father(Potentia-dei-patris), (2) his Wisdom(Sapicencia-dei-patris), and(3)
the breathof the Holy Ghost(SpiritusSanctus): this continues̀ This is a propre plonte.. and privelich
hit bloweth..' . This impliesthata propre plonteis thedescentof God's will to earthandthis is consistent
with a meaning̀ a plantedspirit of theLord' for Plontewhich is a localdialectspellingof Plant.This then
relatesthe meaningof Plantbackto the timesof Planta-Pilusandto the work of Scotusandhis Logos,
which is theprinciplethatbringsGodto themany creaturesandthemany backto theOne.

aCharlesKing McKeon(1948)ibid, p 93.

Table24.2:TheLogosof ScotusErigenaandtheMiddle Englishplonte
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30Thereare52 occurrencesof Planterosein aFrenchTelephoneDirectorywith 28 clusteredaroundRouen.
31MichaelJones(1988)TheCreationof Brittany, pps177-194.
32H.Bett(1925)ibid, pps60-62.
33Therosebecomesarathersatiricalsymbolof the`roseof heavenly love' in the13thcenturyRomandela Rose.
34H. Bett (1925)ibid, pps71-73.
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For RobertGrossetestein early13thcenturyOxford, it wasspirits (irr adatiospiritualis) that transmitted
thewill of thesoulto thebodyand,togetherwith theLord'splantedWord, this canbeseenasanessence
of aMiddle Englishsenseto so-called̀ plantedspirits'. In Paris,however, the`plant' wasmoreof anearthy
`plantsoul' which wasratherlike a corporeal̀ organ' residingin thehumanbody. Weinberg (1960)a was
writing largely in theveinof England'sRobertGrossetestewhenheattested:-

1. thereis only a formaldistinctionbetweenthepowersof thesoul(rational,sensitive,andvegetative); but,

2. thereis a real distinctionbetweentheform of corporealityandthesoulin thecompositesubstancethatis man.

Grossetesteconsideredthatthevegetative,sensory, andintellectivewereoperationsof a separate,immate-
rial, noblesoul,in keepingwith theaboveassertions.Ratherdifferentlyhowever, hiscontemporaryPhillip
theChancellorin Parisplacedthevegetative (plant)andsensory(animal)soulsintermediatebetweenthe
rational(intellective)soulandthebody. In short,thevegetativewaslessimmaterialandnoblein Paristhan
it wasfor GrossetesteatOxford.
Aquinas,who frequentedParislaterin the13thcenturyshowedanemphasisthatencompassedPhillip the
Chancellor's, with an orderof naturalforms extendingfrom the earthyto the noble. Beginningwith the
earthytherewasthe formsof elements,formsof mixedbodies,soulsof plants,soulsof animals,human
souls,andthecelestialabovethematerial.For plants,this is illustratedwith suchsentimentsasb:-

� Even thoughthesoulsof plantscannotsubsistapartfrom matter, andmoreover, even thoughtheactivities of
thevegetative soul take placethrougha corporealorganandby meansof thepower of corporealqualities,its
activitiessurpassthoseof corporealnature,becauseany living thing is aselfmover.

� Plantscannotreceive an intentionor speciesof colour (cf. unlike animals,they do not have sensorypowers)
because,like otheropaquebodies,but unlike the interior of theeye which is aqueous,they containtoo much
earth,themostmaterialof all theelements.

aJuliusR. Weinberg (1960)Medieval ThoughtfromSaintAugustineto Ockham, ThePhilosophicalReview, Vol 69,
pps419-22.

bPaul Hoffman(1990)StThomasAquinason theHalfwayStateof SensibleBeing, ThePhilosophicalReview, Vol
99, pps73-92.

Table24.3:A 13thcenturydivergenceof views
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`For as soonas the soulewassesydin
blisse(acceptedin heaven)Corruptwasthatothir craftethatcouertthebones'

/

35Non ergo in natura humanaplantatumest malum,sedin perverso et irr ationabilemotu rationabilis liberaeque
voluntatisestconstitutum.H. Betts(1925)ibid, p 70.
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24.4 A lost senseto plant in witchcraft
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36Jeffrey BurtonRussell(1972)Witchcraft in themiddleages, pps193-8.
37OliverC. deC. Ellis (1932)A Historyof FireandFlame, p 226.
38Jeffrey BurtonRussell(1972)ibid, p 245.
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24.5 Linking early evidenceto modern sensefor Plant
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39H. Bett (1925)ibid, pps60-62.
40OliverC. deC. Ellis (1932)A Historyof FireandFlame, p 146.
41Suchancientconceptsasa`Salamanderspirit', asacarrierof Firecanbefoundin earlymodernliterature.Paracelsus

(c1494-1541)referstoconceptstobefoundin Shakespeare'sreferenceto the`serpent'senamelledskin' with `Theancient
artistsmarvellouslyweariedthemselvesat conjoiningtinctureswith �r e, for they anticipateda medicinein their secret
conjunction,but all in vain.' . On the salamander, FrancisBacon(1561-1626)remarks`There is an ancientreceived
traditionof thesalamanderthat it liveth in the�r e ...'

42The 7th centurychroniclerFredegar andothersrelatethe Trojan Legendto sonsof Noahand the Merovingians.
J.M.Wallace-Hadrill(1962)ibid, pps79,80,82,83.

43Therearesuchconceptsassolarenergy (burning ardour)providing a `life force' of photosynthesisto plants,the
healingpowersof herbsin passingtheir `life force' throughbeaststo man,`supremelight' conveying God's Word to
man,electromagneticnerve impulsesinstilling thespirit of man's soulto thebody, molecularenergy excitationsholding
`incorporatedlight' or colourin a body, andmixturesof dampair andspirituallight thatweretakento imparta senseof
smell(scentspirits).

44The EnglishInstitutein theUniversity of Upsala,EssaysandStudieson EnglishLanguageandLiterature,Edited
by S.B.Liljegren,VI AgnusCastus,A Middle English Herbal, reconstructedfrom variousManuscripts,Edited with
Introduction,Notes,andGlossaryby GostaBrodin (1950).
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gardening herbalcures horses symbolic/spiritual
Plantard ardour(cf. Pseudo-Dionysius)
Planta-Pilus seePlantagenet long-hairedMerovingians
Plant-Amor love
Plantagenet brokenbones genet� horse emblemof ethos
Plantebene benecoddys beneesse� grace
Plantefolie foulystail fouly � foal sinor contrition( folie � débauche)
Planterose rose�o wer many rosse� steed roseof heavenly love
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