Chapter 24

"French' Origins for Plant-like names

April 2002.Oneof aseriesof Chaptersy Dr. JohnS. Plant,KeeleUniversity England,ST55BG.

EARLY PLANT-LIKE NAMES IN FRANCE AS AN INFLUENCE FOR THE MEANING OF PLANT
Perhapsthe earliestreasorwhy divine spiritswereassociatedavith plantsrelatedto the halluci-

natorypowersthatwereknown in ancienttimesfor suchherbsasthe Solinacea.By thetime
thatIncarnationbecamehe Christianorthodoxy in the 5th century Christianitywasbeginning to
spreadhroughthe Franksandit is in thatcontext thata spiritual senseof “implantedardour' may
have cometo beattachedo the 7th century Plantlike' namePlantard Furthermorethehairy char
acteristicof the sprigof broom’ (cf. thePlantagenetame)canbeassociatewith earlyphilosophy
involving vital motion passinghroughthe “plantedsoul’ in the administratiorof the humanbody
The rst known evidencefor the Plantsurnameén Englandis in a 13thcenturyPlantagenetontext
in which earlier’French'traditionsmay have retainedsway.

24.1 Hints of a developingsensdn early "Plant like' names

“a plantedspirit of the Lord'
plant

24.1.1 A background for a Plant lik e' tradition

herbarii

OED

AD

1A contemporargontraversyamongsthe Christiansvasthe questiorof whetherChristwastwo personspnedivine
andonehuman,aswasheldby Nestoriug Constantinople)or whethertherewerefor exampletwo naturesn oneperson.
Thelatterview gainedgroundin the WestandNestorianisnwasdeclareda heresy An oppositeextreme,of onenature
in theonepersonof Christbecameéhe Monophysiteneresy BertrandRussell(1996)History of WesternPhilosophy pps
365-7.
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Figure24.1: TheDivisionsof theMerovingianKingdomin (top) 511AD and(bottom)561aD (after
lan Wood (1994) TheMerovingian Kingdoms450-751 pps367-8.)
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AD
“planting
the Lord's divinity in man’
planter etre sous
bonneplante

cf.

24.1.2 Medieval Herbal Medicine

De StatuAnimaé

AD

23.L.Muller (1998)Love potionsand the ointmentof witches: historical aspectsf the nightshadealkaloids Journal
of Toxicology: Clinical Toxicology Vol 36, pps617-627.

3J.M.Wallace-Hadrill(1962) The Long-Haired Kings and other studiesof Frankishhistory, p 43. Mamertusalso
shavedanasceticcommitmentn hislengthypoemConsolatoriade castitalislaudo (lan Wood (1994)ibid, p 25).

4As the Arab empiresspreadn the 7th and8th centuriesthey incorporatecearlierlearningandthe mostimportant
contribution of Arabic medicalwriterswas probablythe introduction,by the mid 9th century of formulariesto aid the
preparatiorof medicinessomeof themincorporatingspicesandperfumesBy the 13thcentury theformularycompiled
by Ibn al Baytarin Spainincludedasmary as800botanicdrugs,145mineraldrugs,and130animaldrugs.

SF.Rossi,M.Mangrella,A.Loffreda. E.Lampa(1994), Wzard and scientists:the pharmacolgic experiencein the
Middle Ages AmericanJournalof Nephrology Vol 14, 384-90
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Figure 24.2: Frankishart. Top: brick shaving mixed sexual attributesfor Adam and Eve with
the treeentwinedby the serpentfrom Vertou (InventairedesCollectionspubliqueFran@ises:10
Nantes: Art Mérovingien - Musée Th. Dobrée, 1964). ScotusErigenamaintainedthat manwas
originally without sin and, whenhe waswithout sin, he waswithout distinctionof sex. Bottom:
thestonefunerystelefrom Honhausemf c70D (PeterLasko (1971)TheKingdomof the Franks:
North WestEuropebefoe Charlemane p 82).
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24.1.3 Planta-Pilusand the creative Theophanyof ScotusErigena

Planta-Pilus
7

Plantad

“that true light that lighteth every manthat comethinto the world”

cf.
cf. cf. cf.
cf.

vegetative
10

11

“the

ascenbfthehumarmindin loveandthedescenbf divinewisdomin mercy'1?
13

14

®F.Rossietal (1994)ibid.

M. Baigent,R. LeighandH. Lincoln (1996)TheHoly BloodandtheHoly Grail, p 276.

8BertrandRussell(1994)ibid, pps396-401.

®Charlesking McKeon(1948)A studyof the SumméPhilosophiaeof the Pseudo-Gossetestg159.

10Boethiusmaintainedthat " They who obtain divinity becomegods. Wheefore every onethat is happyis a god, but
by nature there is only oneGod, but there maybe manyby participation. ... Thesubstanceonsistethin nothingelsebut
goodness.. Virtuousmenare alwayspowerful,andbadmenalwaysweak;for bothdesie thegood,but only thevirtuous
getit.".

"HenryBett (1925)JohannesScotusErigena,a studyin medieal philosophy pps42-3.

2HenryBett (1925)ibid, pps24-5,33.

3For Boethius(480-52%\D), divine substancégoodnesshadbeenform without matter(cf. a “spirit) andcouldbe
distinguishedrom a compositebeingfor creaturg(cf. "matter’ plus “spirits’). Charlesking McKeon(1948)A studyof
the SumméePhilosophiaeof the Pseudo-Gossetestepps117,119. Boethiuswasa friend of the Arian Ostrogothicking
Theodoricthe Greatwho wasconcerneahotto offenda strongChristianempathyin Italy.

A strongtradition developedwith the Angelic Light of St Augustine(354-430)andthe CelestialHierarchyof the
Pseudo-Dioysius(JamesvicEvoy (1982) ThePhilosophyof RobertGrossetestgps51-146).



16 CHAPTERZ24. 'FRENCH'ORIGINSFORPLANT-LIKE NAMES

“plantedvirtue'

“plonte of pees' cf. “plantedWord'
vegetative sensory intellective
modern
plantedWbrd all
planting 15
“that
wyz(wisdom)thatal theworlde planted(created)
24.1.4 Early Plant-like namesin "France'
16
17 18
modern Plantevigne Plantesin
Plant-Amor
plaint plaunten
19
20

Thestoryis told that Geofrey, while disguisedn battle andto male himselfknownto his
followers, leanedfrom his horse graspeda sprig of “plante de genet” —the commonyellow
broomcorn which grew thickly in the heath— andthrustit in his helmet. Thushe derivedhis

populartitle.

“andto male himselfknown'
’ 21

plantagenista

‘manis an animaland heis not an animal; inasmub as
he hasbody andnutritive life, andirr ational appetitesheis an animal; inasmub asin his higher

The view of Scotusthat creationis timelessrelatesto a tenetthat whenit is saidthat God createdthings out of
“nothing', this “nothing' is to be understoodas God Himself. Accordingto Scotus creationis an eternalprocess.The
creaturesubsistsn God,andGodmanifestdHimselfin thecreatureIf thedescenbf creatve wisdomis takenaway from
all thatis, all would revertto absolutenothingnessno existencelife, sensereasonijntellect,or goodnessvould remain.

8Accordingto thework of Henri Lobineau the PlantAmorbranchdescendeétom Arnaud,a brotherof Sigisbertvil
Plantardb c933(Figure24.3).

In the 5th century St Augustinehaddivided the soulinto intelligentia memoria andamor.

18H. Bett(1925)ibid, p54.

19ScotusErigenamaintainedhatthosepartsof the body thatarenot penetratedby air do not participatein senseand
thebonesnails,andhair have only vegetabldife. H. Bett(1925)ibid, pps57-8.

2The commonbroom(Cytisusscopariushassilky-hairy youngshootsandits black podsarehairy on themamgins.

Z1M. Baigent,R. Leigh,andH. Lincoln (1996) TheHoly Bloodandthe Holy Grail pps276,280.
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. SigisbertV Plantard SigisbertV Plantard Berall Plantard
?ﬁgg‘;ﬁg{;:&gﬁgaﬂa— b 670France —— b 695France —— Db 715France —_—
m c695FranceMagdala m c7150f France m c732FranceOlba
GuillaumePlantard BeralV Plantard Argila Plantard BeraV Plantard
——bc733France ——bc755France ——bc775France ——bc794France ——
m c755France m c7750f France Romille m c794FranceReverge m c815France
Hilderic | Plantard SigisbertVl Plantard Guillaumell Plantard
bc8l6France n —— b c838France ——b c860France e
m c835France m c858France Rotilde Franks m c874France)doine

BernardPlanta-Piluflantard

b c820France
Guillaumell Plantard ArnaudPlantard BeraVI Plantard SigisbertVIl Plantard
——b 874BretagneFrance ——b c895France —— b c915France —— b c933France —_—
m c895Bretagnefrance m c915France m c932France m c951France
Jeanll Plantard
b c990France
Hugueg Plantard Jeanl Deﬁlplantards m ClOlSFranceAnne
b 951 France ___(DeJoinville)
b c970F HuguesLong-NoseDe Plantard
m c970France Anna ¢ rance
m c990Francesabel b c992France _
m 1009France AgnesJumige
dcl015

AgnesPlantard
b c953France

Figure24.3: A schemef Plantardecorddrom theEuropeanGl. A fuller genealogyndhistorical
accounbf thisfamily hasbeenelaboratedy Henri Lobineau.

nature he possessereason,and intellect, and interior sensewith the memaoryof the Divine and
eternalthings,heis notan animal. Somanis bothanimalandspiritual'??

23 24

225cotuscontinues It wasthe will of Godto createall creatues, visible andinvisible in man'. Henry Bett (1925)
JohannesScotusErigena: a studyof medieal philosophy pps59-61.

233.M. Wallace-Hadrill(1962)ibid, pps62, 156f, 162,232, 245f.

%The 7th centurychroniclerFredear narrateshat Clovis's father Childeric |, was exiled from the Franksfor his
sexual pro igacy but he wasre-establisheth powver andapproachedby the wife of his one-timehost, Bisinus,king of
theThuringiangGermary). lanWood(1994)TheMerovingianKingdoms450-751 p 39. Shehadfollowedhim because
of his prowvessandbecaméhis queen.On their weddingnight shesentChildericto look outsidethreetimesandhe saw,
asasymbolof their future descendantdions, unicornsandleopardsthenbearsandwolves;and nally dogs.Fredegar
11l 11-12. This storyis partof a comple literary constructionwhich includesparalleltalesof friendshipandmarriage
relatingto king Theodoricthe Great(Italy) andto theemperorJustinian.
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24.2 Frankish "Plant like' namesin England

possibilities
. 25
Plantad
AD
Planta
possibility 1
arrived
possibility 2
originated
possibility 3
. 26
Plantad
Plante 21
Plant 28
Plantegenet

29

M. Baigent,R. LeighandH. Lincoln (1996) TheHoly Bloodandthe Holy Grail, pps275-7,280.

2JohnGillingham(2001) TheAngevin Empire, pps102,109.

2’A FrenchTelephoneDirectory (http://www.infobel.com/france/default.asp ) list 817 entriesfor
Plante,of which 127 arein FrenchNorth Americanterritorieswith the restmainly clusteredaroundGascog in SW
France(64in Pyrerés-Atlantique42 in Haute-Garonne}lin Gironde,37 in Lot-et-Garonne35in Gers,28in Landes,
23in HautePyrerees). The 105entriesfor Plantyarescatterednostlyaroundthe peripherieof this SWregion of France
for Plante(13in Tarn,9 in Charente-Maritime7 in Haute-Garonne in Vienne,5 in Charente5 in Maine-et-Loire).

28|n 1219,RadulphusPlentewasresponsibleo the king for the burbhoteof Oxford thoughroyal revenuein 1218-20
averagecbnly 8000peryear afractionof theamountthathadbeencollectedannuallyfor the past60 years,andking
Henrylll in his minority wasrelatively penniless.

29n theaforementionedrenchTelephoneDirectory the425entriesfor PlantardareclusterednostlyaroundBrittany
in NW France(63in Marbihan,54 in Loire-Atlantic, 28 in llle-et-Villaine, 18 in Maine-et-Loire)with a smallercluster
in easterrFrance(27 in Sabne-et-Loire24 in Nievre,16 in Haute-Seoie). The 63 occurrence$or Plantaareclustered,
apartfrom Paris, mainly in Dauphiry in easterrFrancenearthe Italian border(15in Dréme,9 in Paris,6 in Ardeche 4
in Isere,4 in Var) with afurther80in a TelephoneDirectoryfor Italy.



24.2. FRANKISH "PLANT LIKE' NAMES IN ENGLAND 19

Figure 24.4: The Angevin connectionbetweenFranceand England(after D.D.R. Owen, 1996,
Eleanorof Aquitaine Queen& Legend
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t hadbeenat the endof thereignof Charlese Chaue thata new duchyof Aquitainehadbegun, with
countBernardPlanteveleuwho exertedhis authority rst on I'Auv egneandle Velay (869-72),andin
time on le Toulousain,le Limousin, le Rouegueat la Gothie,andreunitedl'Autunois, le Maconnaisle
Berry and perhapde Poitol?* (cf. Figure 24.4). It is said® that this line was expelledto Brittany after a
faileduprisingagainst_ouis |l in 881 (cf. possibility1) though'Plantlike' namesnayhave remainedalso
in Aquitaine (cf. possibilities2 and3). In 951, Aquitaine passedo William | of Poitiersand, by 1086-
1127,the Duchy wasin the handsof William VII of Poitiers,the troubadourgranditherof Eleanorof
Aquitaine.In 1152,Eleanorof Aquitainé marriedHenryll, sonof Geofrey Plantegenet countof Anjou.
Henryll unitedthreedistinctblocks(Anglo-Norman Angevin, andAquitainian)into the Angevin Empire
which survivedintactfor just 50 years,thoughtradelinks betweernEnglandand Gascontowns, above all
Bordeauxand Bayonne,were sufcient to retaina “PlantageneEnglish” interestin Gascoy (now SW
France Figure24.4)for afurther250year$.
uring the timesof the Angevin Empire (1154to 1204),therewerea few periodswhena memberof
the “Plantagenettoyal family was an effective headof regional government: Geofrey of Brittany
(1181-6),Richardin Aquitaine (1175-89),Eleanorin Aquitaine (1199 and perhapsalso1168-72). The
entireAngevin governmentvasheadedy anitinerantcourtwhoseitineraryspreadheburdenof providing
the large courtwith provisionsaswell asspreadinghe court's rangeof in uence, thoughit is only from
1199thatits itinerary canbe tracedon somethindik e a dayto day basis. From April 1199to the end of
1202,Henryll' s sonking John,in successioto Richardl (1189-99) spent45% of histime in Normandy
25% in England,22% in GreaterAnjou, and 8% in Aquitain€®. In 1200, during a visit to Aquitaine,
Johnunexpectedlymarriedlsabellaof Angoulemewhosefatherhad soughtindependencé&om Johns
elderbrother Richardl. IsabellasubsequentlynarriedHugh de Lusignan,the mostprominentbaronof
Aquitainé.
W illiam PlantagenefWarren),earlof Surrey (London)hadhis family estatesn Normandycon scated
in 1204,whenPhilip 1l of the lle de France(Figure 24.4) seizedthe duchy William Plantagenet
(Warren)supportecing Johnagainsthebaronsand,in 1215,actedasoneof theking's guarantordor the
keepingof the MagnaCarta. Thoughhe supportedPhilip 1I' s son, PrinceLouis, when he tried to wrest
Englandfrom John(1215-17) the Warrenearl's Englishlandswererestoredn 1221afterhe haddeclared
himselfaloyal vassabf JohnsinfantsonandsuccessoHenrylll 9.
A round1209-18 the NormanSimonde Montfort hadled the Albigensiancrusadeof atrocitiesagainst
the local nobility's toleranceof Catharhereticsin the Languedognow S Francel} andthe dispos-
sessedaidits (fautors)may have beenscatteredvidely. In 121, SimonhadhangedMartin Algais, once
king Johns seneschabf Gascon, andin 1214 ejectedJohns garrisonsfrom the Agenais. In 1224, Si-
monde Montfort's eldestson,Amaury, renouncedall claimsto Languedodn favour of the Capetiarking
of Francewho subsequentlgxtendedhis royal territoriesfrom beyond the lle-de-Francga small region
aroundParis, Figure 24.4) to include mostof modernFrance. “Plantagenet’supportfor falteringfeudal
rightsin the Languedods evidencedby the brief alignmentof Henry 11, in 1242-3,with his rst cousin,
CountRaymonaVll of Toulouse(Languedocpndwith his fatherin-law, the greatPoitevin prince,Hugh,
lord of Lusignanand countof La Marche(Aquitaine). Henry lll madeone of Hugh's sons,William de
Valence gearlof Pembrole (SWWales)in 1247.
W illiam PlantagengiWarren)hadmarriedMaud(Matilda) Marshall,heiresf theearlof Pembrolein
1225.William's sonandsuccessqdohnPlantagengide Warenne)narriedanotheiof theLusignans,
Alice (de Brien) in the sameyear (1247)asHenry lll madeWilliam de Valenceearl of Pembrok'. In
1258, Englishbaronialresentmentsf favouritismto the “foreign' Lusignianswererunninghigh andthe
aforementionedlderSimon'sfourth son,SimondeMontfort, sustaininghis claimto landsaround_eicester
(England),led the Baron's Revolt againstEnglands king. JohnPlantagenefde Warenne)supportedhe
king in 1258and,thoughhe sidedwith the baronsaround1260-3,hefoughtfor Henrylll atLewes(1264)
andfreedhim at Eveshan{1265).

&CharlesHigounet(1971)Histoire del'Aquitaine, p 173.

M. Baigent,R LeighandH. Lincoln (1996)ibid, p 276.

°D.D.R Owen(1999)Eleanorof Aquitaine:Queen& Legend

4JohnGillingham(2001) TheAngevin Empire, p 116.

€JohnGillingham(2001)ibid, pps72-6.

fElizabethHallam (1995) The PlantagenetChronicles pps17, 263.

9ElizabethHallam(1996) ThePlantagenetEncyclopaediap 204.

hStepherD'Shea(2001) ThePerfectHeresy: the Life and Deathof the Cathass.

'ElizabethHallam (1998) Chroniclesof the Age of Chivalry: The PlantagenetDynastyfrom Magna Carta to the
Bladk Death pps59, 88-9

Table24.1: The Angevin connectiorbetweerEnglandandFrance
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The greatestvork of ScotusErigenawasOn the Division of Nature. Thewhole of Natureis divided into
four classes(1) theuncreatedvhich creates(2) the createdvhich creates(3) the createdvhich doesnot
create(4) theuncreatedvhich doesnot create.Effectively, thisis a distinctionbetween:-

(1) GodtheFather;

(2) GodthesonastheWord of God,generatedh Himself,in whichtheinvisible andvisible world is governed,;
(3) theworld of nite createsbothvisible andinvisible,whichis governedby the Word; and,

(4) Godastheendof all being.

Everythingthatemanate$rom (1) God strivesto returnto (4) Him, andthe endof all thingsis the same
asthe beginning. Everythingthat (1) God wills, he makesin (2) the Word; the manifestation(3) of their
effectsis the specialwork of the Holy Spirit®. This may be comparedwith the Trinity shoringup the
Treeof Charity (the plonte of Trewe-love), in the 14th centurypoemPiers Plowman which is described
as (1) the Paver of god the father(Potentia-dei-patri¥, (2) his Wisdom (Sapicencia-dei-patrjs and (3)
the breathof the Holy Ghost(Spiritus Sanctuk this continues Thisis a propre plonte.. and privelich
hit bloweth!.. Thisimpliesthata propre plonteis the descenbf God's will to earthandthisis consistent
with ameaning a plantedspirit of the Lord' for Plontewhichis alocal dialectspellingof Plant. Thisthen
relatesthe meaningof Plantbackto the timesof Planta-Pilusandto the work of Scotusand his Logos,
whichis the principlethatbringsGodto the mary creature@ndthemary backto theOne.

#Charlesking McKeon(1948)ibid, p 93.

Table24.2: The Logosof ScotusErigenaandthe Middle Englishplonte

24.3 Possibleimplications for "English’ Plant-like names

Planteise
30
Guillem de Plantaiosa GuillaumePlanteose!
rose
ros rosse
ross
vitalis motus
32
33 PlantAmor
pla(i)nt rose
Plantebene
plaint to
benefrom
bene
esse esse
beneesse 34
beneesse

%0Thereare52 occurrencesf Planterosén a FrenchTelephoneDirectorywith 28 clusterecaroundRouen.
$IMichael Joneg1988) TheCreationof Brittany, pps177-194.

%2H.Bett (1925)ibid, pps60-62.

%3Therosebecomesirathersatiricalsymbolof the “roseof hearenly love' in the 13thcenturyRomandela Rose
%H. Bett (1925)ibid, pps71-73.
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For RobertGrossetesten early 13th centuryOxford, it was spirits (irr adatio spiritualis) thattransmitted

thewill of thesoulto thebodyand,togethemwith the Lord's plantedWord, this canbe seenasanessence
of aMiddle Englishsensdo so-called plantedspirits'. In Paris,however, the plant' wasmoreof anearthy

“plantsoul’ which wasratherlike a corporeal organ' residingin the humanbody. Weinbeg (1960} was

writing largelyin thevein of Englands RobertGrossetestesthenheattested:-

1. thereis only aformal distinctionbetweerthe powversof the soul(rational,sensitve, andvegetatie); but,
2. thereis areal distinctionbetweertheform of corporealityandthe soulin the compositesubstancéhatis man.

Grossetesteonsideredhatthe vegetatie, sensoryandintellective wereoperation®f a separateimmate-
rial, noblesoul,in keepingwith the above assertionsRatherdifferentlyhowever, his contemporaryPhillip

the Chancellorin Paris placedthe vegetatize (plant) and sensory(animal) soulsintermediatebetweerthe
rational(intellective) soulandthebody: In short,thevegetatve waslessimmaterialandnoblein Paristhan
it wasfor Grossetestat Oxford.

Aquinas,who frequentedParislaterin the 13th centuryshaved an emphasigshatencompasse#ghillip the
Chancellors, with an orderof naturalforms extendingfrom the earthyto the noble. Beginning with the
earthytherewasthe forms of elementsforms of mixed bodies,soulsof plants,soulsof animals,human
souls,andthe celestialabove the material.For plants,thisis illustratedwith suchsentimentsis:-

Eventhoughthe soulsof plantscannotsubsistapartfrom matter andmorewer, eventhoughthe actwities of
the vegetatie soultake placethrougha corporealorganandby meansof the power of corporealqualities, its
actiities surpasshoseof corporeahature becausary living thing is a self mover.

Plantscannotreceve an intentionor speciesf colour (cf. unlike animals,they do not have sensorypowers)
becauselike otheropaquebodies,but unlike the interior of the eye which is aqueousthey containtoo much
earth themostmaterialof all theelements.

#JuliusR. Weinbeg (1960)Medieval Thoughtfrom SaintAugustineto Ockham The PhilosophicaReview, Vol 69,
pps419-22.

bPaul Hoffman (1990) St ThomasAquinason the Halfway Stateof SensibleBeing The PhilosophicaReview, Vol
99, pps73-92.

Table24.3: A 13thcenturydivergenceof views

beneesse
Plantebene “plaintiff for the plantedGrace
availableto electmenadornedwith plantedvirtue'
plantedvirtue plantedgraceof noblelineage
Plantefolie
plaint i.e.

planted
35

plonteof Trewe-love... thatalle theleves(liberty) falleth
folie abuse
folii
“plantedcontrition'

SaintErkenwald
cf.
“For as soonas the soulewassesydn
blisse(acceptedn heaven) Corruptwasthat othir craftethat couertthebones'

%Non ergo in natura humanaplantatumest malum,sedin perveso et irr ationabile motu rationabilis liberaeque
voluntatisestconstitutumH. Betts(1925)ibid, p 70.



24.4. ALOSTSENSETOPLANTIN WITCHCRAFT 23

24.4 A lostsensdo plantin witchcraft

acceptable cf.
vegetative
Plantegenet
36
Plantagenet
Plantagenet
vicia sativa
“brom' “vetd'
soverignvirtue Plonte of Pes
& norystesthe plantesof all vyce' vyce
37

"Thebrief owering of philosophyin the 13th century which
sawthe work of Grossetestand of hisillustrious pupil, Roger Bacon(1214-1294)producedittle
disturbancean thetrendof thought,and havingbeensubduedy witchcraft, wassubmegedin the
Bladk Death.

“witch'

38

36 Jefrey BurtonRussell(1972)Witchcraft in themiddleages pps193-8.
$7Oliver C. de C. Ellis (1932)A History of Fire and Flame p 226.
38 Jefrey BurtonRussell(1972)ibid, p 245.
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24.5 Linking early evidenceto modem sensdor Plant

BC Job

vitalis motus 39

40 ‘It is a matter
of somehistorical importancethat plantswete nourishedoy Water which broughtthemEarth and
Fire. Thiswaslaboriouslyprovedby Nicholasof Cuesor Cusa(1401-64)41

planting
OED
Plantsyard
42
Plantesse
43 Planta-Pilus
Anthyllisvulneria
Plantad Plantamor Planteiose
AgnusCastué* olyeofrose

39H. Bett(1925)ibid, pps60-62.

400liver C. de C. Ellis (1932)A History of Fireand Flame p 146.

“Suchancienttonceptsisa’ Salamandespirit', asacarrierof Fire canbefoundin earlymodernliterature.Paracelsus
(c1494-1541jefersto conceptso befoundin Shalespearareferenceo the serpents enamelledkin' with “Theancient
artists marvellouslyweariedthemselveat conjoiningtinctureswith r e, for they anticipateda medicinein their secet
conjunction,but all in vain!. On the salamanderFrancisBacon(1561-1626)emarks Thee is an ancientreceived
tradition of thesalamandethatit livethin the re ...

42The 7th centurychroniclerFredgar and othersrelatethe Trojan Legendto sonsof Noahand the Merovingians.
J.M.Wallace-Hadrill(1962)ibid, pps79, 80,82, 83.

“Thereare suchconceptsas solarenegy (burning ardour)providing a ‘life force' of photosynthesiso plants,the
healingpowers of herbsin passingtheir “life force' throughbeastso man, ‘supremdight' conveying God's Word to
man,electromagnetioene impulsednstilling the spirit of man's soulto the body molecularenegy excitationsholding
‘incorporatedight’ or colourin abody andmixturesof dampair andspirituallight thatweretakento imparta senseof
smell(scentspirits).

4The EnglishInstitutein the University of Upsala,Essaysand Studieson EnglishLanguageand Literature, Edited
by S.B.Liljegren, VI AgnusCastus,A Middle English Herbal, reconstructedrom various Manuscripts,Edited with
Introduction,Notes,andGlossaryby GostaBrodin (1950).
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gardening | herbalcures horses symbolic/spiritual
Plantard ardour(cf. Pseudo-Diopsius)
Planta-Pilus seePlantagenetf long-hairedMlerovingians
Plant-Amor love
Plantagenet brokenbones | genet horse| emblemof ethos
Plantebene | benecoddys beneesse grace
Plantefolie | foulystall fouly foal sinor contrition( folie  débauche)
Planterose | rose ower | mary rosse steed | roseof hearenlylove

Table24.4: Somethemedor early Plant-like names

rosarubea
herbarius
Plantebene beneesse
AgnusCastus benecoddys modern Plantefere
Plantiveau
Plente
Plenty
Planty Plantie Plante
Plant Plantt
Plantinet
not
Plantagenet

AgnusCastus

"Genesculas an herbethat menclepe(call) genestesor
broum... Thevertueof this herbeis to knyttynbonysand senevis to-gedee that benbrokyn.

Hippurisvulgaris
AgnusCastus “Caudapully is anherbemenclepe(call) foulystalil ... thisherbeis ... stalked
(erect)and... growystin wattry places'
foulystail

Plantefolie

implanting
or plantedspirits of the Lord's love or plenty



