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FROM CELTS AND PLANTARDS TO PLANTAGENETS AND LEEK PLANTS1

Early Plant-like namesmayberelatedto sensefoundin Greekherbalsandto a subsequent“Merovingian
culture”. Also Celtic traditions,assimilatedinto earlyChristianteachings,maybetracedthroughto late

medieval times.Suchmedieval considerations,for theformativemeaningsof Plant-likenames,seemat least
asimportantassensederivedfrom modernFrenchandEnglishmeaningsto thewords. Thoughideally the
initial DNA evidenceshouldbechecked,by measuringmoreDNA markers,theevidencealreadycastsdoubt
on anideathatPlant originatedasa widely spreadoccupationalname.Instead,theDNA evidencesupports
surviving documentaryevidencethatanearlysingle-family Planthomelandwasnear“Celtic” Wales.Early
documentaryevidenceof Plantselsewhere,however, suggeststhat the Plantsweremorethanan immobile
singlefamily. FurtherDNA testingis relevant,not leastfor theimportantFrenchandEnglishnamePlanta-
genet.A strictconsiderationof themedieval evidencefor thePlantagenetnameis includedin thisChapteras
well aslaterrecordsfor Plantin its evidentLeekhomeland.

25.1 Diverseviewson the meaningsof Plant-like names

n discussionsof thepreviousChapters,threemainstrandscanbeidenti�ed in unraveling
meaningsfor Plant-likenames.Thereis (1) commonlysupposedsenseasa`gardener',(2)
moreesoteric̀ soulimplant' senserelatingto a`progeny' or `child' meaningof theWelsh
or archaicEnglishword plant, and(3) senseof in�uence from thehistorically important

namesPlantardandPlantagenet.Much of this Chapterwill be concernedwith the `soul implant'
sense“2” within a possiblecontext of `lordly' in�uence from “3”. First, it is to benotedhowever
thatthecommonlysupposedmeaning“1” differsbetweenEnglandandFrance.

A translationinto Englishof thePlant-likenameentriesin aFrenchsurnameDictionaryis given
asTable25.1.ThisDictionarycitesanimpressive list of bibliographicauthoritiesonnames2. Much
of whatis saidis epitomisedby thesentence“The existenceof nameslikePlantegenet,Plantegenest
demonstratesespeciallythat thefavouredsenseis `froma plantedplace(e.g. plantedwith broom)'
rather than `onewho plants (e.g. broom)' ” . Thus,Planterosebecomessomeonè from a place
plantedwith roses',ratherthana `gardener'ashasbeensupposedby authoritiesin England.This
Frenchemphasisis notsurprisinggivenmodernmeaningsto theFrenchwordplantwhichincludea
plantedplace(e.g. abedof vegetables)but,apartfromthemodernEnglishwordplantation, thisdoes
not carryover well into English.TheFrenchsurnameDictionarystatesthatPlanteis undoubtedly
acorruptionof Plant́e meaning(from a) plantationof treesor vines.Thereis nomentionof amore
esotericsense,suchas(onewho is) `plantedwith soul' (notablya child or heir), thoughit might

1I amgratefulto AndreasArdusof Estoniafor drawing my attentionto someof thematerialthat I have includedin
thisChapter(e.g. theon-lineFrenchsurnameDictionaryandthegenealogyof BernardPlanteveleu).

2A relevant sectionon Plant-like namesis at thewebaddresshttp://www.jtosti.com/noms/p6.htm and
thereis anextensive bibliographyat theaddresshttp://www.jtosti.com/noms/biblio.htm
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12 CHAPTER25. FROM GREEKHERBALS TO LEEK PLANTS

Plantablat,
Planteblat

Presentin theCantalandneighbouringdépartements,this nameis oneof severalsur-
namesbeginningwith planta,plante.May signify eitheronewhoplantscornor aplace
plantedwith wheat. In thesameschemeof ideas,onementionsthenamesPlantef�eve
(départements59, 62), Planterose(76, 27), Plantevigne, Plantevignes(07, 32, 47),
Plantevin (07, 84). Theexistenceof nameslike Plantegenet,Plantegenest(50,52, 55)
demonstratesthatoneshouldfavour a placepossessingtheplant ratherthana person
who plantsit. In thesamespirit, one�nds surnameslike Plantecoste(15), Plantecote
(16,17),with thesenseof aplantedhillside,or still in NormandyPlantefol(placewhere
it is foolish to plant?).

Plantadis Characteristicof Limousin(variants;Plantades,Plantadit,Plantady)signi�es onewho
is originally from a placewith thesamename.Senseof theplacename:groundnewly
plantedwith treesandespeciallywith vines.One�nds equallytheform Plantadein the
SouthWest(31,81,82).

Plantard Nameusedespeciallyin theLoire-Atlantique,metalsoin Haute-Savoie. It is in prin-
ciple a placenamea plantedplace(mostoftenwith vines),thesuf�x -ardseemshere
to beuncomplimentary(poorground?). Notea hamletle Plantardat Ruaudin(72),or
still lesPlantardsatChâtillon-Saint-Jean(26),aswell asa numberof so-calledplaces.

Plante Undoubtedlyavariantor mistakenform of Plant́e (seethatname.
Plant́e Commonin theSouthWest(32,64), it is a placenameevokinga plantationof treesor

vines.
Plantecoste,
Plantecote

SeePlantablat.

Plantegenet,
Plantegenest

SeePlantablat.

Planterose SeePlantablat.
Plantevigne,
Plantevignes,
Plantevin

SeePlantablat.

Plantier Surnamewell representedin le Gard,la Drômeandl'Is �ere.One�nds thevariantPlantíe
in l'Aude andtheSouthWest.Signi�es onewho livesin sucha placeor who is origi-
nally of a placecarryingthatname.Senseof theplacename:youngvine.

Plantureux Usedin l'Indre and la Mayenne,the namemust signify herea fertile ground,with
abundantharvests.

Table 25.1: Plant-like entriesin a FrenchSurnameDictionary as translatedinto English. (The
numbersin bracketsrepresentstandardcodesfor FrenchDépartements.)

becommentedthat this sense�ts a medieval context of beliefsandthereis alsoa well recognised
surnameChild. Suchamedieval sensefor Planttranscendsthecontroversythatariseswith diverged
sensesto modernFrenchandEnglishwords.

25.2 A Medieval Background to the Plant name

he meaningof thePlantnamemayberatherdifferentfrom thatwhich is generallysup-
posed.Earlyconceptsof `plantedspirits' (Chapter24)canberelatedbackto sensein the
`planted'healingpowersof herbs.Thisrelateslooselyto conceptsof `implantedsoul' and
to Welshborderlandssenseof plantasachild or heir. Middle Englishreferenceto planted

virtue,plantedgraceof noblelineage,andtheplantedWord theLord mightalludeto thevirtusand
verbumregis (king's word) relatableto a noblePlantagenetLord or to still earliertraditionsdating
back,for example,to the5th centuryconversionof theMerovingiansto Christianity. In amedieval
Christiancontext, theplantedWordevidently relatesto thedescendedHoly Spirit of God's Trinity.
Middle Englishreferenceto theplonteof peescanbecomparedwith thePrinceof Peace,astheSon
in God's Trinity. Therearealsopossibleconnectionsto earlierpaganbeliefs.
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25.2.1 An ancientherbal tradition

W esternbotany hasits origins in Greece,wheretwo methodsseemto have beenusedfor the
studyof plants3. One,whichmaybecalledthetheoreticalmethod,wasinauguratedby Aris-

totle (384-322BC). Accordingto him every living thing hassoul,which exercisesspiritualcontrol
over all vital functions.Theotherway wasempiricalstudyof thepracticalpurposesof plantsand
suchknowledgefoundits way into theCorpusHippocraticumdatingfrom the5th centuryBC. An
early herbal,which is attributedto Theophratus(370-285BC), combinesboth this theoreticaland
theempiricalapproach.

The healing,nutritive, augmentative, andgenerative powersof plantsmay lie at the heartof
medieval meaningsto Plant-like names(Chapters23 and24). Sight shouldnot be lost of the old
theoreticalapproaches,involving theLord's implantingof spiritual life, whentrying to understand
theoriginalsenseto thesenames.Ourvisionshouldnotbecloudedby moderntheoreticalprecepts,
or by too muchof a preoccupationwith gardening.Even the mostgarden-like namePlanterose
may have beenrelatednot to gardeningor (from a) rose-gardensomuchasto an `implant(er)of
spirits' which form healingpowers,asit shouldbe bornein mind that the healingpowersof the
rosewerebelieved to bemany. It canbeaddedthathealingpowershadregal associationsfor the
Merovingians.

25.2.2 A Merovingian backdrop to sucha nameasPlanteveleu

T he line of Judahis describedat somelengthin theBible astheLord's cherishedplantor vine
(Isiah5:7). Jesuslaterproclaimed“I amthetruevine” (John15:1). This hasbeenclaimedby

someto form thebasisof a vine of descentof theMerovingiankingsandtheir offspring,someof
whom allegedly borethe namePlantard ashasbeenpublishedin recenttimesasa controversial
Razèsgenealogy. ThiscontroversialgenealogyincludesBernardPlanteveleu(BernhardusPlantapi-
los) thoughamoreconventionalgenealogyfor him is shown in Figure25.1.

Wemayconsideracontentionthat“Merovingiantimes”mayhavebeenin somewayrelevantto
theoriginsof Plant-likenames.Indeed,accordingto theEuropeanIGI4 andothersources5 of limited
reliability for suchearlytimes,thePlant-like namePlantarddescendedfrom theMerovingianking
DagobertII (651-79)andGisèllede Razès(653-76),God-daughterof SaintWilfred of York and
grand-daughterof Tulca(d 642),king of theVisigoths.

More strictly, thereappears(so far) to be no impeccableknown lineageof descentfrom the
Merovingians. We can expect that therewere many Merovingian descendantshowever, as the
Merovingiansindulgeda weaknessfor paramoursthatshocked theChurch. J.M.Wallace-Hadrill6

surmisesthatthismayrepresentanancientusageof polygamyin aroyal family whichwasafamily
of suchrankthatits bloodcouldbeneitherennobledor dilutedby any match.Royal bastardswere
never at a discountbecausethey werebastards.Thefortunaof thedynasty, thoughnot theraison
d'être of Frankishkingship,restedin its bloodandwassharedby thosewhowereof thatblood.

The6th centuryhistorian,bishopGregoryof Tours,believedthatevil spiritswereexorcisedby
the invocationof theMerovingian royal nameandthe virtus residingin it. He evidently believed
contemporaryreportsof thefaithful thatawomanwith asicksononceapproachedtheMerovingian
king Guntramnof Bergundy (561-92)from behind,removed a few fringes from his royal robe,
soaked themin waterandgave thepotionto hersonto drink, with excellentresults.J.M.Wallace-
Hadrill (1962)7 considersthat Guntramnwas assistedon the road to being ascribedmiraculous
powersandgraceof sanctitybecausehewasbelievedto beof theright raceof kings.TheCatholic

3GöstaBrodin (1950)AgnusCastus:A MiddleEnglishHerbal, p 16.
4InternationalGenealogicalIndex; http://www.familysearch.org/
5M.Baigent,R.Leigh,andH.Lincoln (1996)TheHoly BloodandtheHoly Grail, pps261,276
6J.M.Wallace-Hadrill(1962)TheLong-HairedKingsandotherstudiesin Frankishhistory, pps203-4.
7J.M.Wallace-Hadrill(1962)TheLong-Haired Kings and other studiesin Frankishhistory, pps99-100,139, 180,

188.
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Guillaume
b c750
Countof Lod�eve
(afterhis father
Théodoric)

Dukeof Toulouse788-806
(afterChorson)

Countof Roussillon
andRaz�es790-806
(afterMilon or Miron
of Carcassonne)

Monk at Gellonein 806
wherehediedin 812
=(1) c770-75gothic
concubine(?)

=(2) Khungund
=(3) Witburge

(1) BéraI
Countof Barcelona801-20
Countof Raz�es806-20
(afterhis father)

Countof Géronec810-20
(afterRostaing)

MarquisdeGothie817-20
Exiledto Rouenin 820
= c795-800Romilla

Guillemond
Countof Raz�es820-26
revoltedin 826with Aizon
againstBernardof Gothie

Argilla
Countof Raz�es
832(?)-845/6

= c820-25,?

BéraII
Countof Raz�es845/6-858(?)
perhapsrevoltedin 858with
Udalric,MarquisdeGothie
since852.
Raz�eswasdividedbetween
Salomen,Countof Urgell and
Cerdagne(d 870)andHumfrid,
new MarquisdeGothiewho
himselfrevoltedin 863/4.
= c845-50,?

Miron
revoltedin 977
propertyassigned
to Oliba II of
Carcassonne
870-881(?)

Rotrude
= c815-20,Alaric,
Countof Empori�es
832(?)-before846

Anna
= c830-5,Etienne,
Viscountof Narbonne

severalsons

Auriol
d after846

severalothersonsand
daughters

(2) ? Théoduin
Countof Autun

(3) Théodoric
Countof Autunc839/40

(3) Héribert
d 830

(3) Rolinde
= Wala

(3) Gaucelme
Countof Lod�eve(?)and
Roussillon806-32
(afterhis father)

Countof Empori�es
c815-32
(afterErmengaud)

Countof Raz�es826-32
(afterGuillemand)

MarquisdeGothie829-32
(in steadof his
brotherBernardwho
wasnominated
GrandChambrier)

revoltedin 832against
Bérangerof Toulouse
andexecutedby Lothaire
atChâlon/Saonein
832with hissister
Gerberge

(3) Bernard
Countof Barcelonaand
Gérone

MarquisdeGothie826-32
(afterRampon)then
835-44(afterBéranger)

Countof Narbonne828-32
(afterLi ébulf of Arles)
then835-44

GrandChambrier829-32
revoltedin 832againstBéranger
with hisbrotherGaucelme,
revoltedthenexecutedby
CharlestheBald in 844.
= 824Dhouda

Guillaume
Countof Toulouse844-48
seizedBarcelonain 848
andis takenthereand
executedin 850

daughters,of whichone
mayhave marriedc845-50
Bertrand,Countof Agen
andof Bazas,d after864

BernardPlantaveleu
b 840
Countof Autun863
revoltedagainstCharles
theBald863-69

Countof Auvergneandof
Rouergue872-86

Countof Toulouse875-86
Countof Narbonneand
Marquisof Gothie
878-86

= c 860-65Leitgardeof
Auvergne

Guillaume
Countof Auvergneand
Narbonne

Marquisof Gothie886-918
Dukeof Aquitaine

Adelinde
= Acfred I, Countof Raz�es
870(?)-906;sonor grandson
of Oliba I of Carcassonne
820-49

Guillaume
Countof Auvergne
andDukeof
Aquitaine
918-26

Acfred
Countof Auvergne
andDukeof
Aquitaine
926-27

otherdaughters

Figure 25.1: A genealogyfor BernardPlanteveleu, translatedfrom a messagefrom Philippe
Fouchauxciting Etudesroussillonnaises,

���

3-2,1951.
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bishopGregory makesit clearthat theking's word (verbum regis) couldoffer protection,in some
instances,againstphysicalattackin the prevailing cultureof `justicethroughfamily bloodfeud',
evenasearlyasthetimesof theMerovingianking Clovis I (456-511).

A lordly spiritual tradition is evident in the cult of Guntramn's predecessorSigismund,king
of Bergundy, founderof Agaume,opponentof Arianism,andcurerof fevers. This list of virtues,
combiningregal eminencewith powersof spiritual cure,may representa tradition that continued
on to earlyPlantagenettimes,until discreditedin thetimesof the14thcenturyravagesof theBlack
Deathfor example.Wemay, for example,considerthenameof BernardPlanteveleu(Planta-Pilus),
the9th centuryfounderof a duchyof Aquitaine,andnotethatPlanta-PilusmeansPlant-Hair. The
sprigof broom,which is anacceptedmeaningof thePlantagenetname,is hairy. Thehealingpower
of broomcanberelatedto its hairycharacteristics,with theMiddle EnglishAgnusCastusascribing
broomthevertueof knitting togetherbrokenbonesandsinews (Chapter24). It mayaccordinglybe
consideredthatthePlantagenetnamecouldhave carriedconnotationsof noblehealingpowersin a
traditionfrom earliertimes.

Conceptsof thetwo substancesof spiritualsoulandmaterialbodywerewell establishedin early
Christianity, eventhoughthishadbeenentirelyforeignto Judaismbeforetheexile to Babylon.The
Incarnationof Godin thebodyof ChristhadbecometheChristianorthodoxyin 451AD. Boethius
(480-525AD), anacquaintanceof theArian Ostrogothicking TheodorictheGreat,hadmaintained
thatnot only Christbut alsovirtuousmencouldobtainthespiritualsubstanceof divine goodness.
Boethiuswasexposedto bothpaganandearlyChristiantraditionsin Italy. Thewritingsof Boethius
wereamajorin�uenceonthewritingsof theEnglishscholasticRobertGrosseteste,anacquaintance
of thePlantagenets.Theview of the12th-13thcenturyEnglishscholastic,RobertGrosseteste,was
thathumanshadasinglesoulwith vegetative,sensory, andintellective operations.

25.2.3 Celtic traditions and the uttering GreenMan head

A ccordingto Celtic tradition the soul was`incarnate'in the headandsoulswent temporarily
to the otherworld afterdeathto await rebirth (cf. regenerationor reincarnation).This canbe

comparedwith carved GreenMan headsin 11th-15thcenturyChurchesandon tombs,spewing
vegetationfrom the mouth. This hasbeeninterpretedasGreenMan headsutteringthe (planted)
creative Word. We mayconsiderthe relevanceto the formative Plantnameof sucha widespread
medieval image,animagethatseeminglyportraysthevegetative soul. Scholasticevidencefor the
vegetative soulhasbeendescribedin somedetail in earlierChapters.It canbeaddedthatbelief in
thevegetative mayhave gonebeyondthepervasive teachingsof theChristianschoolmenandmay
berelatedbackto earlierpaganbeliefs.

Celtsare,strictly speaking,themany peoplewho speakCeltic languages.In pre-Romantimes
their in�uencewaswidespreadextendingacrossmostof modernBritain,Belgium,France,northern
Spain,with outpostsasfar to theeastasAsiaMinor. TodaytheCeltic languagesfall into two main
groups— GoedeliclanguagesareIrish, ScotsGaelic,andManx while the Brythonic or Cymric
languagesareWelsh,Breton,andCornish. The old Gaelicword cland meaning`family' canbe
comparedwith the `Welsh' or archaicEnglish8 word plant meaning`child'. It is possiblethat
the main in�uence on the Plantsurnamewasa Celtic `soul implant' meaning`child' and,more
generally, similartraditionsmayhavein�uencedthemeaningsof otherPlant-likenamesthroughout
France,thoughmostof theearlyCelticevidencehasbeenlost for mainlandEurope9. Fromthe5th
centuryonwards,it wasthemonksin Irelandwho took greatcareto write down theancientCeltic

8In facttheWelshword plentynmeans̀ child' andplant is thepluralmeaning̀ children' bit, in archaicEnglish,such
asnearChester, plantmeansa `youngperson'or `heir'.

9TheRomansgainedvictorybetween59and49BC overtheCeltictribesliving in Gaul(France)but theCeltscontinued
to worshiptheirown godsandgoddessesuntil theof�cial adoptionby theRomansof theChristianfaith. Evenin distant
Ireland,the in�uence of Christianitywassoonfelt but, there,conversiondid not meanthewholesaledestructionof the
Celticheritage.
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sagas,andasmallgroupof storieswasrecordedalsoin Wales10.
The magiccauldronof Dagda,the greatgod of Irish mythology, wasassociatedwith plenty

aswell aswith rebirth. This maybecomparedwith later ideasof thenutritive, augmentative, and
generative powersof thevegetative soul.

A relevant Celtic myth is of Bran the Blessed,calledBendigeidfranin Wales,a British king
whomanagedto avoid warwith theIrish king Matholwchby presentinghim with amagiccauldron,
whichcouldbringmenbackto life withoutrestoringtheirspeech.Despitethegift, Bran'ssisterwas
maltreatedby herhusband,Matholwch, andBransailedto Irelandwith a greatarmywhereevery
Irish manwasslaughteredand only seven of Bran's army survived, with Bran himself mortally
woundedby apoisonarrow. Onhisdeathbed,Brantold his followersto cutoff hisheadwhichwas
still ableto eatandtalk onthejourney backandwhich,accordingto lateradditionsto themyth,was
takento Londonto wardoff foreigninvadersandwaslaterusedby King Arthur for its power.

Evidencefor GreenMan headsis widespreadthroughoutBritain, Europe,and the east(Ta-
ble 25.2). A moreelaborateexpositionof a traditionfor talking severedheadsis found in the tale
of Sir Gawainand the GreenKnight which is associatedwith the 14th centuryPlanthomeland
(Chapter23)

25.2.4 A strict considerationfor the important namePlantagenet

A ccordingto a bookby JohnSleigh(1862)11, thenamePlantis supposedto becorruptedfrom
Plantagenet. This indicates,at least,thattherewasbelief in the19thcenturythatPlantagenet

hadin�uencedthesenseof thePlantname.Beforethat,onemightspeculateasto whetherthename
Plantformedin 13thcenturytimesamongstauxiliary dutiesto the“Plantagenets”or whether, like
the Plantagenets,the Plantscameto eastCheshirefrom France.An earlierChapter(Chapter19)
describedproximitiesbetweenthe �rst known EnglishPlant-like namesandthe Warrens(Planta-
genets)thoughit shouldbeaddedthatextantmedieval evidenceis scantfor medieval usageof the
Plantagenetname.

Thereis considerableinterestin possibledescentfrom the“Plantagenets”12 with many relating
themselves to mixed male and female lines descendingthroughthe relatively well documented
peerage.TheCompletePeerage13 (CP) is a muchesteemedsecondary14 sourcefor this purpose
and,thoughits main focusis not thePlantagenetname,it is worth notingsomepertinentextracts
from it.

TheCompletePeerage (VolumeXI Appendices)stateson page141,in anappendixrelatingin
partto Geoffrey, countof Anjou (1113-1151):-

This famousnicknameoccursas Plantegenest,in Johnof Marmoutier's Preface to the
“GestaConsulumAndegavorum” (ChroniquesdesComtesd'Anjou, p 170),andasPlanteGen-
estin Wace,RomandeRou(ed.Andresen),vol ii, p 437,ll 10300-02,10305.Themostlikely
explanationof its origin seemsto bethetraditionalone,thatGeoffrey wasaccustomedto wear
a sprig of broom(planta genista) in his capor helmet(Norgate,Englandunderthe Angevin
Kings, vol. i, p 261).It is curiousthat,althoughthis is thereasongivenby Green,Hist. English
People, vol. i, p 151,Mrs GreensaysthatGeoffrey wassocalled“from his loveof huntingover
heathandbroom” (HenryII, p 6). Thismaybededucedfrom Wace(loc. cit.):

“E al contreGeffrei sonfrere,
Quel'en clamontPlanteGenest,

10Arthur CotterellandRachelStorm(1999)TheUltimateEncyclopediaof Mythology.
11JohnSleigh(1862)A Historyof theAncientParishof Leek, p 33.
12I have been involved in discussionson the electronicmailing lists PLANTAGENET-L@rootsweb.com and

PLANTAGENET-DESCENDANTS-PROJECT-L@rootsweb.co maboutsuchmattersthoughthe latter list hasgen-
eratedonly heatedcommentsandno furtherlight on thetopicof Plant-likenames.

13The CompletePeerage or a history of the Houseof Lords and all its members from the earliest timeshasbeen
developedin 14 largevolumesthroughoutthespanof the20thcentury.

14Primary sourcesare documentsdating back to the times in questionwhereassecondarysourcesare subsequent
accountsof thetimes.
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In Churchandothercarvings,therearefour main typesof GreenMan: the foliate headin which the face
becomesleaves,thespewing or utteringheadwhereleavesandfoliageemergefrom themouth,the`blood-
sucker' headwherebranchesandleavesspringfrom theeyesandearsaswell asthemouth,andJackin the
Greenwhich is oftensimplya headpeeringoutof a frameof foliage.
Romancolumnsof the6th centuryAD show theGreenMan asa foliatehead,which seemsto have beenthe
dominantform until theappearanceof spewing headson tombsandcarvingsin 12thcenturyRomanesque
churches.Theimageof aGreenManspewing foliagehasbeenconsideredto berepresenttheutteringof the
logosor creativeWord,possiblyillustratingthecycleof deathandregeneration.This canbecomparedwith
Grosseteste's 12th-13thcenturymodelof thesoul,which includedthevegetativeoperationsof thenutritive,
the augmentative, andthe generative — thesecanbe readily relatedto the mouthnot only eatingbut also
utteringthe(planted)Word of growth andregeneration.Therearealsocarvedheadsof catsspewing foliage
and,for Grossetesteandothers,animalsoulsalsocontainedvegetativeoperations.
RosslynChapel,for example,wasbuilt by William Sinclairin the15thcenturyandit hasbeenassociatedwith
themedieval orderof theKnightsTemplarswho,amongstotherthings,weresaidto worshipthecat. There
aresaidto be103 imagesof theGreenMan in thatChapelandonly oneof Jesus.More generally, similar
imagesarefoundwidely dispersedthroughoutEngland,WesternEurope,andtheEast. Suchcarvingsmay
betakenascluesabouttheimportanceof thevegetativesoulandtheplantedWordbeforetheReformation.

Left: carvedwoodenroof boss,SampfordCourtenay, Devon. Right: carvedkeystonein archof Fountains
Abbey, NorthYorkshire.

Table25.2: Medieval GreenMan heads(after Mike Harding(1998)A Little Bookof TheGreen
Man)
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Qui mult amoutboise forest.”

However, it is morelikely thatGeoffrey's loveof woodandforestwasinsertedfor thepurpose
of rime than as an explanationof his nickname. It was not until somecenturieslater that
Plantagenetwassupposedto bethesurnameof his family andwasattributedto hisdescendants
generally(ante, vol. i, p 183,note“c”; Barron,in Ancestor, no5, pp62-64)

The CompletePeerage15 dwells on the assumptionof the namePlantagenetby Richardduke
of York stating`He appears to haveassumedthis nameabout1448'. Indeed,VolumeI (written
by Vicary Gibbs in 1910)stateson page183 that `the name[Plantagenet], althougha personal
emblemfor the aforesaidGeoffrey [of Anjou], wasnever borneby any of his descendantsbefore
Richard Plantagenet,Duke of York'. This useof the word `never' contrastswith the usualadage
that`absenceof extantevidenceis not evidenceof absence'— in otherwords,we might comment
thatno-onecanknow thatthePlantagenetnamewasnever usedalbeitthatthestatementof `never'
ful�ls argumentumadignorantumwherebyweareignorantthatit waseverused.Wemaynotethat
theextantevidenceat leastbegsthequestionof how it wasthata traditionfor thePlantagenetname
survivedfrom the12thto themid 15thcentury. VolumeXI 16 (writtenby Geoffrey H Whitein 1949)
considersdescentfrom Richarddukeof York statingonp 402that`She[MargaretPlantagenet]was
the last survivingmemberof the great royal houseof Anjou, now usuallyknownas the Planta-
genets'. It is henceoftensurmisedthatthe�rst personto adopt(i.e. who is knownto have adopted)
Plantagenetasanexplicit surnamewasRichardof York, fatherof EdwardIV andRichardIII, and
thatthissurnamediedoutwith thelastsuchPlantagenet,Richard'sgrand-daughter, MargaretPoole
Plantagenet,whowasexecuted(vilely) at theordersof HenryVIII on27thMay 1541.

It needsto be added,however, that the CompletePeerage doesnot mentiona further notable
pieceof evidence.ThePlantagenetnameappearsmany timesin the index to theCloseRolls and,
thoughtheentriesthemselvesdonotgenerallymentionthenameexplicitly, thereis arareexception.
TheCloseRolls in factshow (Chapter17) thePLAUNTEGENET namewasin usein 1266(reignof
HenryIII) andthis is aroundthetimesof the�rst known evidencefor thePlantsurnamein England.
Galfrido Plauntegenet,serjentat arms,Wodestock(the royal palacenearOxford) is mentionedin
connectionwith garderobedutiesto theking. TheCloseRolls includeregisteredcopiesof Letters
Closeissuedby theroyal Courtof Chanceryandthe1266entrymentioningGalfrido Plauntegenet
is:-

Derobisdatis.- MandatumestRicardodeEwell' et NicholoadeTurri emptoribusgarder-
oberegis quodhaberefaciantHugonide Cave Thomede Dunclent,Walterole Marschall', ..
(3 morenames).., Galfrido Plauntegenet,.. (14 morenames).. servientibusnostrisad arma
equitibus,.. (21 morenames).. quatuorjanitoribuset quatuorvigilibuspeditibusin munitione
TurrisnostreLond' commorantibus,robas,videlicetunicuiqueeorumunamrobam,hacvicede
donoregis. TesteregeapudWodestokxx. die Decembris.

This apparentlyrelatesto aninstructionin theking's namefor RicardodeEwell' andNicholoade
Turri to carrya garderobeto variouspeople,includingGalfridoPlauntegenet,perhapsat a military
camp17.

It is properthat this primary evidencefrom the CloseRolls is consideredalongsidethe com-
mentsfor Plantagenetin the CompletePeerage. TheCompletePeerage might otherwisegive the
falseimpressionthatthePlantagenetnamewasnotbeingusedin the13thcentury, at thetimeof the

15CPXII/2, p 905.
16CPXI, pp319-402(with correctionsin CPXIV).
17TheWarrenearlof Surrey hadfoughtfor theking atLewesin 1264wheretheking wascapturedandtheearl�ed to

France.Theearlreturnedto Englandin 1265andfreedtheking at thebattleof Evesham.It is largelyonthebasisof such
speculationthat it might be thoughta `reasonablefabrication'that thePlantagenetnamewasbeingusedby theWarren
af�nity , asindicatedin entriesof the`accordinglyfabricated'CJCLDSAncestralFile (asoutlinedin Chapter19). There
is noknown directevidenceto supportthis fabricationhowever.
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�rst known evidencefor thePlantname.Theprecisenatureof therelationshipof Galfrido Plaun-
tegenetto theso-called“Royal Houseof Plantagenet”,or indeedtheprecisenatureof aconnection
of Plauntegenetto thePlantname,is notclearfrom thisprimaryevidencehowever.

25.2.5 Reachingback to medieval sensebefore the Renaissance

Surnamemeaningsshouldbe mundane,Mundane,that is, to a medieval mind. For Plant-like
names,we needto `unlearn'many centuriesof post-Renaissancescience,looking for cluesin

scholasticwritings, to try to reconstructthe beliefsof sucha personasthe medieval herbariusor
of onefamiliar with utteringGreenMan heads.Despitethe intellectualchallengeof this task,the
aim is to returnto ideasthatwerecommonplaceat thetime,despiteperhapsthebeliefstakingon a
somewhatincomprehensibleair to us.Certainlytherewasnothingnew aboutbelief in thespiritual
powersof herbsandsuchideasremainedintact throughtheMiddle Ages. TheDe NaturisRerum
of AlexanderNequam(1157-1217),for example,wasa collectionof spiritual interpretationsof
naturalphenomenaand,from suchevidence,it seemsthat anagogicalor spiritualmeaningswere
commonplacein naturalhistory. Heraldryalsofeaturedin the prevailing culturethough,without
somefurther explanation,we might questionwhy therewasany interest,per se, in identifying a
particularemblem(oneof themany emblemsof the`Plantagenets')asthespeciesplantagenista. It
mayhavebeenbelief in thehealingpowersof thesprigof broomthatgave aparticularsigni�cance
to thenameof this royal dynasty. Beinghealedis oneof thebasicdesiderataof life, in any age,and
thoughtheemphasishassincechangedfrom the`spiritual' to the`biochemical',thenoblehealing
powersof thebroommayexplainan“earlyprosaic”signi�canceto thePlantagenetname.Similarly,
themostsigni�cant senseof thenamePlanterosemayhave beenan `implant(er)of spiritual love
andhealingpowers' despitethefactthat`gardening',whichspringsto ourmodernminds,hassince
becomethemostpopularhobbyin England.

FromtheMiddle Agesonwards,adistinctionwasmadebetweendivineor naturalmagic(some-
timescalledwhite magic)and,on the otherhand,pettysorcery, necromancy, andconjuration.A
spiritualsenseto Plant-like namesfalls into the formercategory andit canberegardedasaccept-
able in medieval Christiantimes. With the 15th centuryspreadof HermeticWisdomfollowing
theRenaissance,JohananAlemannawrotethat theancientIsraelites̀ were taughtto believe in the
possibilityof causingcertainspiritual forcesandemanationsto descendfrom above by meansof
preparation madebymenfor thatpurpose, such astalismans,garments,andcertainobjectswhose
purposeis to causethe descentof certain spiritual power ... ' . In otherwords,alongwith the
passive `plantedWord' of theLord, it becamemorethenormto believe thatmenthemselvescould
actively induce`plantedspirits'. PicodellaMirandola(1463-94)of theFlorentineAcademywrote
`whateverseedeach mancultivateswill growto maturityandbearin himtheir ownfruit' adding`so
doesthemaguswedearthto heaven,that is, hewedslowerthingsto theendowmentsandpowersof
higherthings'. Themedieval sorcererhadbeenlargelyanoutcastfrom theChurch'snearmonopoly
on learning18 but, accordingto FrancesYates19, it wasPicowho `�r st boldly formulateda new po-
sition for Europeanman... to control his destinyby science'. Paracelsus(1493-1541)drew on an
old parallelbetweenbotany andalchemywhenhe wrote `As the physicianinfusesherbal virtues
into thesick man,andsohealshis disease, sothemagusinfusesinto mantheheavenlyvirtuesjust
as he hasextractedthem'. This seeminglyre�ects a tradition,applicableto the namePlanterose
for example,of comparingimplantedhealingpowersof plants,suchastherose,with animplanted
spirit of heavenly love. With theRenaissance,it seemsto have becomemoretheprovince of any
magus,ratherthanjust a Catholicpriest,to invoke any sortof heavenly spirit, ratherthanjust the
plantedWordof theLord. By then,Plant-like nameswerealreadywell established— it seemsthat
their initial senseis to be regardedmainly as`implantsof the Lord's creative Word', perhapsin

18M. BaigentandR. Leigh (1997)TheElixir andtheStone:A History of magic andAlchemy, pps86-7,127-9,149,
166.

19F.A. Yates(1978)GiordanoBrunoandHermeticTradition, p 116.
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responseto holy plaintsby apriest,ratherthanasspiritsinvokedby `magicians'whocamemoreto
theforewith theonsetof Europeanman's right to practicè science'.

25.2.6 Associablemeaningsfor Plant-likenames

A medieval Plant-like traditioncanbedatedbackat leastto the9th centuryAquitaniantimesof
BernardPlanta-Pilus.A traditionof Plant-like namesseeminglylingeredoninto moderntimes

in Englandwith the Plantnamein Prestbury parish,in proximity in eastCheshireto theWarrens
(whobelongedto theso-called“Plantagenet”family).

ThePlant-like namePlantardhasbeenassociatedwith 7th centuryFrance,albeiton thebasis
of rathercontentiousevidence. More certainly, in a modernFrenchTelephoneDirectory20, there
areoccurrencesof Plantard(425entries),Plantade(334entries),andPlantadis(58entries).In me-
dieval Latin, Plantadais a variantof Plantatawhich means̀ a placeplanted(suchaswith vines)'
while Plantatiomeansa `foundation,erection,or construction(suchasof a church)'21. In modern
French,plantardmeansasquaredtrunkof atree,whichcouldbeassociatedwith earlyconstruction.
If we castthe net morewidely, we maynotethatArdo wasthe last Visigothic ruler (713-720)of
Septemania(aroundSWFrance)— it is saidthatArdo is anabbreviationof Ardablast,aVisigothic
princewho returnedfrom Armenia,andthat Arta is commonin Persiannamesmeaning`justice,
daughterof theWiseLord'. Accordingto anold-PersianDictionaryarta meansrighteousness22 23.
We canhenceconstructa meaningan `implanterof righteousness'for Plant-Ardwhich ratherre-
semblestheevidentmeaningan`implanterof contritionof sin' for the13thcenturyMiddle English
namePlantefolie.Moreparticularly, thenamePlantardis foundmostlyin Brittany. In Breton24, ard
means̀ art' or `craft' andmeaningsof theverbplantãn include`to implant' andso, in a medieval
context, wecantranslatePlant-Ardasan`implant(er)of divineskill'.

SomeothermodernFrenchnamesarelisted in Figure25.2. They includePlante(817entries
in a modernFrenchTelephoneDirectory),Planty(105),Plantie(102),Plantiveau(49), Plantavin
(17),Plantevigne(16)— they relateasmuchto plentyasto vegetablegrowth and,for example,as
muchto a God-like spirit of wine asto theplantedvine. Many of thesenames,includingthe13th
centuryEnglishspellingsPlanteandPlente,canaccordinglybe associatedwith `a plantedspirit
of nutritive generosity, abundantgrowth, andfertile generation'— this is in keepingwith Pseudo-
Dionysiantraditionandwith medieval modelsof thevegetative soul(Chapter24). Anothermodern
surnameis Planta(60entriesin Franceand80in Italy). In medieval Latin, plantacanmeananewly
plantedvine,soleof foot, or thefoundationsof abuilding. Theetymologyof theGaelicwordclann,
meaning̀ descendants'or `tribe', canbeassociatedwith an`offshoot' meaningof theLatin word
planta25 (cf. newly planted̀ vine' or `progeny') 26.

The FrenchsurnamePlanterose(52 entries)is found alsoin 13th centuryEngland. In Agnus
Castusthe roseis ascribedmany healingpowersandPlanterosecanhave senseasan `implanter
of rosespirits' or, for example,an`assuagerof fever'. It canbeaddedthat theMerovingianking
Guntramntransmittedsovereigntytohisnephew by thesymbolof thespear, asymbolsometimesas-
sociatedwith Woden27 — with sucha tradition,theEnglishbye-namePlantefenemightbethought
to takeonimplicationsof hereditarytransmissionin its sensesof an`implanterof happy spirits' or a
`spearimplanter'andthismayberelatedto senseof plantas`child' or `heir'. Othershaveassociated

20http://www.infobel.com/france/default.asp
21Albert Blaise(1975)Dictionnaire Latin-FrançaisdesAuteurs du Moyen-Age.
22http://www.avesta.org/znames.htm
23http://www-oi.uchicago.edu/OI/PROJ/ARI/opL exinde x.html
24RoparzHemon(1958)Dafar GeriadurIstorel ar Brezhoneg: Contribution �a unDictionnaire Historiquedu Breton.
25Eric Partridge(1958)Origins: a shortEtymological Dictionaryof ModernEnglish, p 501.
26The `Welsh' andGaelicmeanings̀ child' and`clan' of plant canbe consideredto be pertinentto a single-family

surname. Thereare varioustraditional links along the Atlantic coastof Europe— for example, the controversially
alleged progenitorof the Plantardfamily, DagobertII, is saidto have beenexiled to Slanein Irelandasa child before
moving to Northumbriaandreturningto power in France.

27J.M.Wallace-Hadrill(1962)ibid, p 201.
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(Numbers in brackets below representthe numbers of entries in a French Telephone Directory)
Name Region Departmentsin Regionwith highnumbers
Plantard(425) Bretagne Marbihan(63), Ille-et-Vilain (35)

Paysdela Loire Loire-Atlantique(54),Maine-et-Loire(18)
Bourgogne Sâone-et-Loire(27),Ni �evre(24)

Plantade(334) Midi-Pyréńees Haute-Garonne(39),Tarn-et-Garonne(37),Tarn(20)
Plantadis(58) Limousin Corr�eze(18),Haute-Vienne(5)
Plante(817) Aquitaine Pyŕeńees-Atlantique(64), Gironde(41), Lot-et-Garonne(37),

Landes(28)
Midi-Pyréńees Haute-Garonne(42),Gers(35),Hautes-Pyŕeńees(23)

Planty(105) Poitou-Charentes Charente-Maritime(9), Vienne(7), Charente(5)
Midi-Pyréńees Tarn(13),Haute-Garonne(7)

Plantie(102) Midi-Pyréńees Haute-Garonne(10),Ari �ege(8), Gers(8)
Langedoc-Roussillon Aude(16)
Aquitaine Lot-et-Garonne(10)

Figure25.2:ModernDistribution of somePlant-like namesthroughouttheRegionsof France
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Plantefenewith `hay', throughtheLatin wordfaenum. With asimilarpredispositionto adhereto an
agriculturalsense,Plantablathasbeenassociatedwith `corn' by comparisonwith theFrenchword
blatier meaningcornchandler. However, if oneconsidersinsteadtheLatin word blatero meaning
a prateror babbleror blatherskateor blatterer, weglimpsein Planteblattheutteringsof a `shaman'
andhencearrive ata link to thewell establishedmeaningof a `plant(er)of thecreative Word'.

Furtherclari�cation for theearlyoriginsof Plant-likenamesmayarisewith DNA testingwhich
might connectthe Plant surnameto speci�c other Plant-like names. So far, a characteristicY-
Line DNA signaturefor Plant,applyingfor exampleto theeastCheshirePlanthomeland,hasbeen
relatedby DNA evidenceto thenamespelling���������
	 whichmightbeanabbreviationof theFrench
surnamePlantinet(12 entriesin a modernFrenchTelephoneDirectory)or for examplePlanteblat
or Plantar(d/t)or Plantagenet.

25.3 The Dissolutionof the Monasteriesand Plantsat Leek

he parishof Leek28 lies in theTotmonslow Hundredof NE Staffordshire,adjoiningeast
Cheshire,in England,asindicatedin Figure25.6(b). History records29 the existenceof
variousPlantsin thisparish.In 1522,Martin LutherhadproducedaprintedGermantrans-
lationof theBible and,in 1525,William TyndalehadaddedaprintedEnglishtranslation,

therebyremoving theCatholicpriests'nearmonopolyon theinterpretationof God'splantedWord.
Plantagenetfortunesappearto have suffereda declinearoundthe timesof Henry VIII' s ensuing
Dissolutionof the Monasteries(1538)andvariousmisfortunesalsobesetsomeof the Plants. As
alreadymentioned,MargaretPoolePlantagenetwasexecutedby HenryVIII in 1541.In 1539,there
is arecordthatfeesandannuitieshadbeenpaidto LawrencePluntebefore theDissolutionof Dieu-
lacressAbbey in Leek(Staffordshire). In 1545,a William Plantcomplainedaboutharassmenton
his landsat Keele30 (Staffordshire). Around 1565-7,Elizabeth,Christopher, andThomasPlante
weredeforced(Chapter18) from signi�cant propertiesin Leek(Staffordshire). Therearerecords
in theIGI, from aroundthosetimes,for thespellingPlantt(a possibleabbreviation) in Oxfordshire
(1540),Lincolnshire(1565),Worcestershire(1577),Cheshire(1581),Leicestershire(1586,1637),
London(1661),andStaffordshire(1682). It is known for examplethattheCrown retainedHeaton
Manor (Figure25.6(c))after theDissolutionof theMonasteriesuntil 1614,whenit wassold to a
William Tunnicliffe of BeardaFarmandaWilliam Plantalsoof Heaton.They soldit in 1629.

Therearemany recordsfor 17thcenturyPlantsat Leekin the1984versionof theIGI31. These
do not readilyconnectto form extensive Plantfamilies. Evenso,a summaryhasbeenformedof
the 17th centuryPlantrecordsin the full parishregisterfor Leek which, unlike the IGI, includes
burial informationandsomeindicationsof wherein theparishPlantswereresiding.This is shown
asFigures25.3to 25.5.Theincompletenatureof thePlantrecordsfor Leekparishmight relate,for
example,to lost informationdueto nonconformity. Protestantnonconformitywaswidespreadin the
later17thcentury, with PresbyteriansandQuakersparticularlynumerous.A Quakermeetinghouse
wasopenedin Leektown in thelate1690sandit appearsto have beenthelargestin Staffordshire

28Thegrandeurof thesceneryin Leekparishcaughttheimaginationof RichardPlotwhenhevisitedtheareain about
1680.Hewroteenthusiasticallyof therocksof thedistrict,`someof themkissingthecloudswith their tops,andrunning
alongthemountainousridgesfor somemilestogether'. In 1708ThomasLondale,latervicar of Leek,visitedLeekfrith
`to view someof our Moorland wonders' andfound the Roaches̀oneof the mostromantick prospectsof Nature, far
beyondDr Plott'sdescription'(VictoriaCountyHistories:Staffordshire,Vol VII LeekandtheMoorlands,(OUP1996),
p 78). Theusualbuilding materialfrom the17thcenturyonwardswasstone.Earlierbuildingshadoftenbeenof timber,
andtimberframingwasusedfor theinternalwalls well into the18thcentury. Brick, which becamewidespreadin Leek
in the18thcentury, madeanoccasionalappearancein theruralareaof theparishbut stonecontinuedasthemainmaterial
throughoutthe19thcentury.

29VictoriaCountyHistories:Staffordshire,Vol VII, ibid, pps48,115,187,194,235.
30William Plantof Keelecomplainedto theStarChamberof HenryVIII on 3 May 1545. Keelelandssubsequently

belongedto the Sneyd family andWilliam Plant's compliantwasthat he washarassedby armedmencommandedby
William Sneyd of Bradwall. RootsandBranches,IssueNumber18,p 55.

31InternationalGenealogicalIndex, ibid.
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Law.
m(1)Mary
?m(2)20.2.1655Leek

JoanPlant
?m(3)26.3.1657Leek

AnneGent

Laurence
bap15.5.1640Leek
= Mary Masterson
?m11.12.1680

Mary Lomas
?becameLawrenceof Bakewell

Law.
bap17.10.1678Leek
?mMargerie

Maria,bap18.6.1703Leek

Martha,bap1.1.1705Leek

Jhn,bap31.9.1706Leek

Mary, bap6.10.1708Leek

William, bap14.2.1711Leek

Margery, bap1.8.1712Leek

cf. furtherchildren(1684-9)in Figure14.1
of Lawrenceof Bakewell

Marg.
bap2.10.1645Leek

Hannah
bap23.5.1658Leek

Tho.
bap10.4.1663Leek

?Law.
bap6.1.1686Leek

Figure25.3:Some17thcenturyPlantsatLeek

in theearly18thcentury. In 1723Elijah Hall registeredhis housein nearbyLongnorasa meeting
placefor Quakers.By 1731aQuaker namedJamesPlantwasLongnor's headborough.

Theancient`Quarters'of Leekparishareshown in Figure25.6(c). EachQuarterhadits own
overseerof the poor by the 1660s. In the Quarterof Leekfrith, therearerecordsof 17th century
Plantsat Blackshaw Moor andat Redearth.RedearthFarmstill existsat theendof a track to the
north of the Leek-Maccles�eldroadwhich crossesthe SW cornerof Leekfrith Quarter. This site
wasoccupiedby the timesof the early 16th century. By the later half of the 17th centurythere
weretwo housesat Redearthof whichonly onesurvives.Rebuilt in the17thcentury, thesurviving
househasa third storey with windows evidently insertedto provide light for weaving; in 1666the
housewasoccupiedby a weaver, JohnPlant. Figure25.4 includesPlantsof RedEarthin 1636,
1637,1649,1655/6,1657,1657/8,1660,1665,1682,1686,and1688-93.Silk workinghadbecome
establishedin Leektown by the1670s.By 1711themovementof populationinto thetown of Leek
from theQuartersof Leekfrith, Bradnop,andEndonhadcreateda burdenon theLeekandLowe
Quarter.

Blackshaw Moor lies acrosseithersideof the Leek-Buxtonroadwhich formsa straighteast-
mostboundarybetweenLeekfrithandTittesworth Quarters(Figure25.6(c)).Blackshaw Moor was
inhabitedby the1640s.RichardPlantandhisfamily weredescribedasof Blackshaw Moor in 1644,
andthePlantsmayhave settledtherein the16thcentury, threefarmsin Tittesworth beingheldby
threemembersof thePlantfamily in 1542.
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Nicholasof Fouldbur 25.4.1634

William Eliz John,bap17.8.1634(of Fould)

Thos.Marg.
Tho.,bap18.10.1634

Sarah,bap16.8.1637(of Fryth)

Marg. of Redearth(widow) bur 12.10.1637

John?bur 20.10.1637(of RedEarth)Anne Tho.,bap9.10.1636(of Red-earth)

T. Alice Joseph,bap14.7.1639(of Fryth)

Rob. m 10.6.1642Eliz Johnson Eliz, bap26.7.1648(of Frith)

Richm 25.2.1642/3T(h)omazineAllen

Ellen,bap4.6.1644(of Blackshaw More)

Anne,bap31.8.1646(of Blackshawmore)

Eliz, bap16.5.1648(of Blackshawmoor)

? of RedEarthbur 10.12.1649

Spurius,Jamesof Blackshaw-moorebur 18.12.1652

Mary of Blackshaw-Moor-Head(widow) bur 6.12.1655

Law Plantof Rudierdm 20.2.1655/6JoanPlantof RedEarth

Law m 26.3.1657(of Redearth)AnneGent Hanah,bap23.5.1658

Thoof RedEarthbur 29.1.1657/8(aged82)

Samof Redearthm 30.4.1657Ann Turnerof Ipstones

Samof Redearthm 4.4.1660Mary Lownes,d of PeterLownes

Joanof Leekfrithm 24.9.1662SampsonShoopplebotham

Thoof Redearthbur 15.6.1665

RichardPlantm 3.12.1668(of Leekfrith)AnnePlant
?Rebekah,bap18.2.1686Grindon(twin)

?Sarah,bap18.2.1686Grindon(twin)

(?Dorothy)of Frith m 27.12.1669Matt Tompkinson

RichDor
Eliz, bap18.4.1670(of Stonyclif fe)

Dor, bap18.8.1682(of Foker)

Tho. of Hazlewoodbur Nov 1675

JohnMary Will., bap16.11.1679(of Blackshawmoor)

Hannahof Redearthm 3.9.1682JamesNixon of Rushton

T. Law., bap6.1.1686(of RedEarth)

Tho. Jane

Tho.,bap9.2.1688(of RedEarth)

James,bap25.7.1689(of RedEarth)

Jane,bap31.1.1691/2(of RedEarth)

male,bap14.8.1693(of Redearth)

SarahPlantof Blackshawmoore= JohnBagnoldof Halhouse Job., bap26.11.1690

Jos/Josephm 8.2.1693(of Leekfrith)JaneJohnsone

Joseph,bap25.1.1694(of Newgrange)

Thomas,bap1.8.1698

Lydia,bap14.8.1701

Hanh.,bap14.5.1703

Figure25.4: Leek Plants: I. 17th Centuryin Leekfrith Quarter(Plantsstatedto be of Leekfrith,
Fryth,Hazlewood,RedEarth,Fould,Foker, Newgrange,andBlackshaw Moor)
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Nich. (of Leek)bur 25.4.1640Joan(of Leek)
Sarah,bap12.6.1636

Marg., bap19.8.1638

Sarahm 25.3.1637JohnWatson

Eliz m 3.12.1637JohnCash

Alice m 30.12.1638Tho.Clowes

Anna(of Low) widow bur 15.3.1638/9

Eliz. (wife of W.Plantof Low) bur 7.6.1639

W.Plant(of Low) bur 21.6.1639

Thobur 29.7.1639(of Leeke) Tho.,bap10.10.1638(of Leek)

Eliz. m 11.5.1649RalphHeywood

Annem 10.5.1651Wm. Morris

Sarahm 25.6.1651JamesClowes

JamesAlice Ellen,bap27.1.1655/6

Ellenm 5.3.1655/6JohnToft

SamAnne
daughterJone,bur 3.3.1657/8(of Tettisworth)

Eliz, bap4.10.1666(of Tetesworth)

Janem 12.3.1655/6Lewis Hackwoodof Cheddleton

Alice (d of Tho.Plant)m 11.5.1657RichardHeath(yeoman)

JoanePlante(of Leek)m 10.6.1657RandallSpenser(of NewbaldAstbury)

Jane(of Fout)m 13.10.1662JohnAsh(of Rudyerd)

Sam
Thom,bap2.4.1663(of Bradshaw)

male,bap9.5.1667(of Bradshaw)

Alice (of Barnyate)bur 16.11.1665

Tho male,bap28.1.1666

Widow of Rudyerdbur 25.4.1666

Thewife of Jamesof Blackedgemoorbur 5.5.1666

ThoAgnes
Mary, bap26.12.1666(of Brownsort)

Anna,bap6.11.1668(of Brownsott)

Alice (of Stonyclif fe) m 10.4.1667Will Fallowes(of Leek)

Thom 29.12.1669(of Leek)Eliz Smith Sarah,bap17.11.1670(of Leek)

Thoof HurdLow m 15.2.1670JaneBromly of Elkeston(parishof Alston�eld)

Eliz (of Middlehulme)m 3.2.1670/1Sam.Johnson

Sam Anne,bap20.4.1671(of Dunwood)

Thom 30.4.1674(of Leek)JaneMalkin
Anne,bap1.4.1675(of Leek)

Eliz, bap5.4.1679(of Leek)

Joane(of Rushton)m 3.8.1681Rich.Goodwin(of Tetesworth)

Annem 31.8.1682Tho. Rider

Jane(of Leek)m 3.9.1682JamesHarrison

Mary m 8.10.1684JohnAndrew

Lydia m 5.5.1687JamesBraddocke

Samof parishof Leekm 28.9.1689Mary Shoplebothumof Wincle

Janem 7.11.1693Tho. Wood

Hannah(p Leek)=RichMyott (of Horton) Martha,bap8.11.1693

Anne(of Rushton)m 13.2.1693/4JohnClowes

Sarah(p Leek)m 8.11.1694Tho.Rogers

Figure25.5:LeekPlants:II. Other17thCenturyRecords



26 CHAPTER25. FROM GREEKHERBALS TO LEEK PLANTS

(a) Staffordshire amongst
the1881countyboundaries
of EnglandandWales

(b) Leek parish at the north of the Totmonslow Hundredof NE
Stafforshire

(c) TheQuartersof Leekparish

Figure25.6: Locationof Leekparishin Staffordshire,adjoiningthecountyof Cheshireandsepa-
ratedby Alstone�eld parishfrom Derbyshire


