Chapter 32

Geoffrey Plantagenet:surnameinspirer

May 2006. Oneof a seriesof Chapterdy Dr. JohnS. Plant,KeeleUniversity England,ST55BG.

THE LIKELY TRANSMISSION OF A SURNAME CULTURE FROM MEDIEVAL FRANCE TO ENGLAND

The nicknamePlante Genesbf Geffrey, countof Anjou is generallytakento have inspiredPlantagenet
even thoughthis is not in evidenceas a royal surnameuntil three hundredyearsafter his death. In the
interveningyearsjt seemghatthe Plantsurnameouldhave beenin uencedby Geffrey'sfame.This Chapter
outlinessomeinformationfor countGeffrey andhisillegitimatedescendantwho mayhave helpedo transmit
thecultureof his nicknameto theformative Plantsurnamdor which therewasalsoalik ely Welshin uence,
giving it an “offspring' meaning. More generally Plant-like namessuch as PlantapilosaPlante Genest,
Plantefolie,Plenteand Plantecan be relatedto a "growing shoot' metaphoy to which a bavdy sensecan
be attachedwhich, in particular may have delayedthe adoptionof Plantageneasan of cial royal surname.
Thiswaseventuallyovercomejt seemsby a developingphilosophyof sacreccreationcompetingwith baser
generatiorasis evidencedby RobertGrossetestg'thirteenth-centurgfforts to elevatethe vegetablesoulto
divine statusin oppositionto someothers'views.

32.1 Sensdo the Plantagenetsurname

Most peoplewho have considereariginsfor Plantagenetave ignoreda tradition of similar Plant-
like nameghoughthatcontext leadsto furtherinsightsfor the meaningof the Plantageneturname.
Inthe rst centuryAD, JuliusPlantas recordedn theltalian Alps thoughit is notuntil thethirteenth
centurythatthereis evidencefor the noble SwissPlantafamily. By thattime BernardPlanterelu
hadfoundeda ne~v Duchy of Aquitainein whatis now SW Franceand,just to the north, Geffrey
PlanteGenesin thetwelfth centuryhadgerminatedhe shootsof the Angevin Empire.

ThePlantagenetameis oftenincorrectlyappliedasthoughit werethesurnameof all (or mary)
of theEnglishkingsthroughouthe 350yearsfrom PlanteGenest sonHenryll to Richardill. John
Gillingham (2001} redressethis with:

But althoughHenryII' s fatherCountGeofrey wasknown asPlantageneit wasnot until
the fteenth centurythatthis termcameto beusedasafamily name....

Hethencontinues:

... andfor the story thatthe namecamefrom the sprig of broom(PlantaGenistathathe
likedto wearin his hatto be putinto writing we have to wait until the nineteenttcentury

Thisis wrongin sofar asit wasnotaslateasthe nineteentttentury—two centuriessoonerin 1605,

William Camdenhadwritten of PlanteGenesthat he was so calledbecausehe ware commonly
a broom-stalkin his bonnet: Evenso, eventhoughthe story of a broomstalkin Geffrey's bonnet
can be tracedbackto 1605, this is still long after the rst evidencein the 1170sfor Geffrey's

Plantegenestickname.

1JohnGillingham, TheAngevin Empire, SecondEdition (London,2001),p 3.
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The EngyclopediaBritannica(2000version)makessimilar pointsto thoseof JohnGillingham
thoughit creditsa differentstory of how Geffrey's nicknamecould have originated. It mentions
the sprig-wearingstory but thenliberally opinesthatit considersa huntingexplanationto be more
likely:

Although well establishedthe surnamePlantagenehaslittle historical justi cation. It
seemgo have originatedas a nicknamefor CountGeffrey and hasbeenvariously explained
asreferring to his practiceof wearinga sprig of broom (Latin genistg in his hat or, more
probably to his habitof plantingbroomsto improve his huntingcovers. It wasnot, however,
a hereditarysurnameand Geofrey's descendants Englandremainedwithout onefor more
than250years,althoughsurnamesecameuniversaloutsidethe royal family. ... The rst of-
cial useof the surnamePlantageneby ary descendanof CountGeffrey occurredin 1460,
whenRichard,Duke of York, claimedthe throneas“Richard Plantaginet”.

A huntingexplanationfor the nameis given shortshrift, however, in the CompletePeeragé.
which favoursthetraditionalstorythat Geffrey wore a “sprigof broom'in his hat:

Mrs GreensaysthatGeofrey wassocalled“from hislove of huntingoverheathandbroom”
(Henryll, p. 6). Thismaybe deducedrom Wace(loc. cit,):

E al contreGeffrei sonfrere,
Quel'en clamontPlanteGenest,
Qui mult amoutboise forest.

However, it is morelikely thatGeofrey'slove of wood andforestwasinsertedfor the purpose
of rime thanasanexplanationof his nickname.

In spiteof the opinion of the EngyclopediaBritannica,its huntingexplanationseemsubious.
Insteadwe mightconsideianelaboratiorof themoretraditionalstory: by wearinga sprigof broom
in his hat Geffrey could have beenreinforcingthathis nicknamePlantgenestwasan echoof his
conqueringoredecess@name- Planteelu. Planterelumeansa "hairy shoot'andasprigof broom,
which is one, could have recalledPlanterelu’s tradition of winning a nev duchy Planterelu had
foundeda new Duchyof AquitaineandPlantgenestonqueredhe Duchyof Normandy Geffrey's
love of wood andforest,in Waces contemporarypoem,may not have alludedso muchto hunting
asto alove of augmentinghis lands: the sprig of broomin his hat had a vegetablesoul which
empavereda manwith augmentation.

32.2 GeffreyPlante Genest:germinator of an Empire and a surname

Thereis little doubtthat the nickname,Plante Genest,means sprig of broom' and this recalls
the “hairy shoot' meaningof the nameof the ninth-centuryfounderof a newv Duchy of Aquitaine,
BernardPlanteelu. The associatedrenaval metaphor'givesriseto the samesemanticsystemfor

Plant, thoughthe meaningof the Plantsurnameis perhapsbestnarraved to “offspring": this is

discussedurtherlaterin this Chapter First, this Chapteroutlinestherole of Geffrey PlanteGenest
in germinatingan Empireandthis is followed by evidencethata culturalin uence from his name
ledon rst to thePlantsurnameandtheneventuallyto theroyal Plantageneturname.

Geffrey Plante Geness father Fulk V, count of Anjou had co-operatedwith the English-
Normanking, Henry | to form a stratgy. To prevent a France-Flanders-Anjoalliance against
Englandthe English-Normarking, Henry|, arrangedor his only legitimatesonWilliam to marry
Fulk V's daughterMatilda. However, William wasdrowvnedin the White Ship disasterin 1120,
soin 1127Henryarrangednsteadfor his daughteranotherMatilda, to marry Fulk's sonandheir,
Geffrey PlanteGenest. This union led on to a powerful Empire which lastedfor threecenturies
thoughit becamemuchreducedn extentfor mostof its history

In view of hisrelevance the next sectionoutlinessomedetailedinformationaboutGeffrey.

2CompletePeerageyolumeXI| Appendicesp. 141.
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32.2.1 John of Marmoutier' s biography of Geffrey Plante Genest

About1170,Johnof Marmoutierwrote a highly laudatoryandsometimesorid biographyof Gef-
frey PlanteGenestwith theintentionof pleasingGeffrey's son,Henryll. A translationappearsn
ThePlantagenetChronicles, andthefollowing is a brief précisof someextracts.

Not only wasGeffrey unusuallyskilled atwarfare: it waswith outstandingcompetenc¢hat
he returnedthe principality to peaceandhis peopleto a quietlife. He wasexceptionallywell
educatedgeneroudo all, tall in stature,handsomendred-headedthe fatherof his country
andthe scougeof pride. Gentleandgracious he hadthe kindestsoul; clementto his citizens,
heboreoffencesandinjurieswith equanimity Suchwashis goodnessandgenerositythatthose
whomhehadsubduedy force,heovercameatherby hismergy asl will relatein thefollowing
narratve.

Whenhe turned fteen, in 1128, Gefrey was endinghis boyhood, bloomingin the rst

o wer of youth. His celebratechamereachedhe earsof thatmostgloriousking, Henry | of
England. The king waswell awarethat the young man's forefatherswere distinguishedand
sprungfrom ancientstock,uprightin their customsandskilled in the artsof war. Hearingthat
theyouthwasno exceptionto this, the king decidedto join his only daughtefMatilda, widow
of EmperorHenryV, to theyoungmanin lawful matrimory.

Heraldswerethereforedispatchedo make petitionsto youngGefrey'sfather Fulk V, count
of Anjou. Ontheking'sinstruction,the countagreedo sendhis sonto beknightedamidregal
festivalsat Rouen[in Normandy].

Thefollowing Whitsun,Geffrey enteredhe hall of theroyal palacesurroundedy his own
menandtheking's. Theking, who wasaccustomedb standfor nobody roseandwentto meet
him andgave him alittle kissasthoughhewerehis son. Theking, whoseprofoundadmiration
grew at every moment,wasdelightedwith the youth's senseandhis repliesandsothe whole
daywasspentin rejoicingandexultation.

The next day, the horsesweredravn up. To the Angevin, a Spanishhorsewasled, mar
vellously bedecled andreputedto outstripmary birdsasit ran. Thatday, our youngsoldier,
whowasto bethenew o werof knighthood wascompletelydevotedto the practiceof military
gamesandto attendingto the glory of the body. For no lessthansesendays,the magni cent
celebratiorof the rst campaigrof knighthoodcontinuedat court.

EightdaysafterWhitsun,King Henry| of Englandsetoutfrom Rouenwith Fulk's sonand
his daughterandarrivedin Le Mans|[in Maine, belongingto Anjou]. Fromdifferentquarters,
they assembledor the serviceof nuptial sacramentBoth consentec&aind eachpromisedtheir
faith to the other andsolemnMassedlessingheir marriagewerecelebratedFor threeweeks,
themarriagewascelebratedvithout a breakand,whenit wasover, no oneleft without a gift.

CountFulk of Anjou returnedwith the coupleto Angers. The new lord and lady were
recevedby priestandpeoplewith solemndances.

Oncehis fatherhadbeenelevatedto the kingdomof JerusalemCountGeffrey devotedhis
time to featsof armsandstrove for honour

Beforelong, a day wasnamedfor a tournamento be held betweenthe Normansandthe
Bretonsonasandyhill pastureatMont-Saint-Michel. WhenGeffrey saw thatthe Bretontroops
werefew, he broke away from the multitude and offered his servicesto them. The compary
assembledndthelinesjoinedbattle. Saddlesvereemptiedandhorsemenung to theground.
Geffrey soughtout and attacled his enemiesand, hurling lancesand brandishinghis sword,
he deprived mary of their lives. The Bretonspursuedtheir hopeof victory, with the count
leadingthe way. The Angevin pressedn more ferociousthanthe lion; the Breton phalanx
pushedorward. The majority weredefeatedy the few andthe Normansdisheartenedy the
unexpectedconfusion proposedinglecombatto the Bretons.

Whentalk of the tournamenspreadbeyond the sea,a Saxonsoldierof enormousstature
arrived giving the Normanscon denceto assumevictory. The Saxontauntedthe Bretonline
anddaredthemto namea manto meethim in individual combat. Geffrey yelled ferociously
and, refusingto suffer the taunts,rode forward on his horse. The ght washard: that man,
whoseforce wassuperhumanhada lancelike a beamandwhenhe attacled the Angevin, he
piercedthe count's shieldandcuirasshotwithout spilling muchblood. But our heroremained

3ThePlantagenetChronicles GeneraEditor ElizabethHallam, (Tiger Books,London,1995),pps43-64.
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immovable,asthoughrootedto his horse,andhetrans xedhis assailanby hurling his javelin.
Then,standingover his impaledadwersary he beheadedthim with his sword.

Geffrey enjoyed huntingwhen he could afford the time. On this particularoccasionthe
counthurriesto anticipatehewinding, circling pathsof his almostrunavay dogs,andalthough
he believeshimselfto be nearerhis companionghanto his dogs,heis in factfurtheraway. At
last,asthesunwashastenindo closetheday, hecaughtsightof apeasanamidtheundegrowth
of a coppice.Geffrey greetedhe mankindly andaskedhim, "Canyoutell me,my goodman,
if you know a roadwhich leadsto the castleat Loches?' "Master', saidthe peasant;if | stop
work, | perishandmy family with me: Geffry replied,’| will payfor thepriceof yourjourney!
Thepeasanagreedandthecountgratefullyembracedhim andbadehim sit behindonhishorse.
Thecountstrikesup afriendly corversatiorwith thepeasanandasks, Whatdo mensayof our
count?' Theotheranswered As for thecount,we neithersaynor feelanything badof him. But
asfor us, lord, we suffer mary enemiesof whomheis unavare. "Then', saidthe count, ‘tell
me moreabouttheseenemiesFor, whenthetimeis ripe, | will notbesilentbeforethe count.
“Lord, ouroppressorarethereeves,bailiffs andothersenantsof ourlord thecount.Whenever
he comesto oneof his castleshis senantsseizegoodson credit. Thenlord, pitiful to relate,
they eithertotally dery owing anything or they deferpaymentuntil their creditorsaregladto
accepthalf of whatis owed: Thenour wise herosaid,smiling to the peasant;But they have
fertile landfor nothing. Peacepeace But it is not peacewhenthelandis so badly devastated
by domesticenemiesVengeancés mineand| will bringretribution onthembeforelong. Tell
me moreandkeepnothingback. Would thatthe count(andherehe spole of himself) knew of
their misdeeds.

Meanwhile,in his court, eachmanasled the othersof Geffrey's whereaboutandno one
repliedwith goodnews. With terri ed eyeson theroadby which hewasaccustomedo return
from theforest,oneandall hungmotionlessvhensuddenlythelongedfor gure arrives.

Thenthe peasantealisedwhoseguide he had been. Corvinced he could no longercling
to the count's back,he suddenlytried to jump off to the ground. The countheld him backand
saidwith a smile, So, oughtl to dispenseof my guidethroughwhoseassistancé have been
broughtbackto my people?Thatwill notdo: And with the crond ocking roundall sides,
the peasantvasbornehigh on the counts horse,whetherhe likedit or not. The peasantvas
honouredwith the mostsumptuouslishesof food. Whenthe counthadreturnedfrom Mass
thenext day, heorderedhis guideto besummonedndsaid, | freeyou andyour heirsfrom all
exactionsandservicesandl ordainthatyou beafreeman. Having saidthis, the countordered
themanbe escortedackto his own parts.

In 1132,in thefourthyearsincetheaforesaidnarriageof Geffrey andMatilda, his rst son,
Henrywasborn. He wasthe future King Henry 1l of England.In the fth year Geofrey was
bornandin thesixth yearWilliam.

Johnof Marmoutiergoeson to give, amongstother things, an idealisedaccountof Gefrey
PlanteGeness conquesbf Normandy(1142-4)which suggests- inaccurately- that the counts
progressvasmetwith moreenthusiasnthanhostility in theduchy

32.2.2 Plante Genests conquestof Normandy

The plantingof the Angevin Empirebeganwith Geffrey's conquesbf Normandy Thetwo chron-
iclers bestplacedto obsere the eventsin Normandywere Orderic Vitalis and Robertof Toringi;
bothcommentedn the scaleof theinvasionand,in Orderics casetheferocity of the ghting *.

In 1128,King Baldwin Il of Jerusalentonsulted_ouis VI of Franceabouta suitorto wed
his heiresgdaughteandto becomeheirto the kingdomof Jerusalemthey choseFulk V, count
of Anjou.

That sameyear, Fulk's son— Geffrey PlanteGenest— soonto becomecount of Anjou,
marriedthe haughtyEmpressMatilda, daughterand designatecheiressof Henry |, king of
Englandand duke of Normandy Henry| therebyagreedthat Geffrey and Matilda andtheir
heirs shouldinherit the throne of England. However, he ill-preparedthe way for them and

4JohnGillingham, TheAngevin Empite, SecondEdition (London,2001),p. 13.
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Matilda's cousinStepherof Blois seizedthe crown whenHenry| diedin 1135. Over the next
19yearsthehouseof Anjou andBlois foughtfor controlof EnglandandNormandy

Upon hearingof Henry I's death(Nov. 1135)Geffrey PlanteGenestsenthis wife Matilda
from Anjou and Maine to Normandyto take possessiownf herrights. Geffrey andhis troops
followed somedistancebehind. This gave themafootholdin southerrNormandythoughGef-
frey hadto returnto quasharebellionby Robertof Sabk, the mostpowerful baronin the north
eastof Anjou. Theimpetuswashenceostto Stepherwho hadtakenadvantageof his proxim-
ity to Englandto beanointedking on 22 Dec. 1135,therebygiving him leveragealsooverthe
Normanbaronswvhotypically heldlandsin bothNormandyandEngland.

It wasnot until Sep.1136that Geffrey wasfreeto invadeNormandyagain. Stephenhow-
ever, had not taken the opportunityuntil the summerto restoreorderin Normandy leaving
Geffrey with groundsfor cautioushope.Geffrey musteredalargearmyandhadattractecdoow-
erful allies including the duke of Aquitaine; and he drove northwardsasfar as Lisieux; but
Stephenwasspareddefeatby two strokesof goodfortune. First, Geffrey waswoundedin the
footandhadto betakenbackonalitter to Anjou. Secondlyanoutbrealof diarrhoealevastated
the Angevin army.

By thetime Geffrey wasreadyto make anotherattempt,Stepherhadarrivedin Normandy
The campaigrof 1137endedn aconfusedstalemate.

Geffrey's next invasionwasin Junel138. By thattime, Geffrey had persuadedRobertof
Gloucesteto switchto his sidefrom Stephers, meaningthathe hadgainedsuchstrongholds
as Caenand Bayeuxwithout a ght. But Stephers positionremainedstrongandit became
clearthatGeffrey andMatilda would needto challengeStephers authorityin England,if only
to defendRobertof Gloucesters possessionthere.

So, in 1139, Matilda and Robertcrossedthe Channelwhile Geffrey stayedto maintain
pressurgn Normandy The captureof Stephenat the battle of Lincoln (2 Feh 1141)was
immediatelyfollowedby the collapseof his authorityin Normandyandby April 1141Geffrey
wasin control of almostall of the duchywestof the Seineandeastof a line betweerBayeux
and Domfront. Geffrey held on to his gainsin Normandy but Matilda's arroganceand her
inability to be magnanimou#n victory meantthatby Septembel141shehadlosthergainsin
England.

Geffrey refusedto go to Englandbut senthis 9 yearold eldestson Henry in his place.
This marked a rede nition of roles, with Geffrey effectively giving up his right to become
king of England.He remainedconcentrate@n Normandy In 1142he overranthe Avranchin
andMortain. In 1143he completedhe conquesbf westernNormandyandlaunchedhis rst
attacksacrosghe Seine.In 1144thetraditionalducalcapital,Rouen,surrendereédndGeffrey
had himselfinvestedasduke. In returnfor Gisorshe obtainedthe assistancef Louis VII of
Franceand,whenArquesfell in 1145,thereremainedho doubtthat Duke Geffrey wasmaster
of Normandy

Evenso, he madeno effort to conquerEngland,remaininga safedistancefrom his wife's
problemsthere. Insteadhe concentratedn securinghis positionaroundAnjou, quashinga
rebellionby hisyoungerbrotherHelie, who haddemandedheright to Maine. After afour year
strugglehe invokedthefury of Louis VII by capturingandimprisoningGeraldBerlay; lord of
Montreuil-Bellayon the southerrbordersof Anjou.

In this context of overridingconcerrfor Anjou, Geffrey transferredNormandyto his eldest
sonHenryin 1150though,in practice hecontinuedo play adominantrole in Normanaffairs.
Thisnominaltransferwasto preparghewayfor hisheir. A charterof 1145impliesthatGeffrey
had ervisagedHenry's successionin Anjou aswell, thoughhe appeargo have beenhaving
secondhoughtsaboutthatby 1150. However, accordingto a story rst told in the 1190s,the
dying Geffrey decidedin Sep.1151to leave both Normandyand Anjou to his sonHenry on
conditionthat HenrytransferredAnjou to his youngerbrotherGeofrey uponhaving usedthis
strongbaseto wrestEnglandfrom Stephen.

32.2.3 Plante Genests demise:a powerful vine

PlanteGenestdied suddenlyon 7 Sep.1151, agedforty-one. Accordingto Johnof Mar-
moutier, hewasreturningfrom aroyal councilwhenhe wasstrickenwith fever. He arrived at
Chateau-du-Loircollapsedn a couch,madebequest®f gifts andcharities,anddied. He was
buriedat St Julien'sin Le Mans.
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A further unexpectedtwist wasthe divorce of Louis VII' s wife, Eleanorof Aquitaine,in
March1152,andherremarriageo PlanteGenest heir Henry.

In Januaryl153Henry boldly crossedhe channelto England.As a nal twist, Stephers
sonEustacealied unexpectedlyin the Augustand,in the November Stepherformally gave up
the strugglefor his own family at the treaty of Winchester Henry succeededo the English
crown whenStepherdiedin Octoberl154.

To summarisethe aggreationof the Angevin Empirestemmedargely from the marriageand
campaign®f Gefirey PlanteGenesi(1128-51).Geffrey's father Fulk V, haddiedin 1143and,by
1144,Geffrey hadaddedthe Duchy of Normandyto his possessionaroundAnjou. Thenin 1152
his eldestsonandsuccessomiHenry Fitz EmpressacquiredAquitaineby marriage alsobecoming
king of Englandin 1154in culminationof his parents'battlesagainstStephen.Henry thenfailed
to honourhis oathto his fatherandkept Anjou to himselfasa bridgebetweerhis wife's Aquitaine
to the southandNormandyand Englandto the north. An endto this matterwassealedvhenthe
counterclaim of Henry's youngerbrotherGeofrey diedwith himin 1158.

The scholasticbelieved that the vegetablesoul of a hairy shoothad powers of augmentation
andgeneration- it hadgiven PlanteGenesthe powver notonly to augmentAngevin landsbut also
to fatherthe most powerful king in WesternEurope,Henry Il. This offshoot of PlanteGenest
gallantrygrew. It led on to a powerful dynasty albeit thatits prestigewas diminishedin 1202-4
whenHenry's youngestson,king John,lost Anjou, Normandyandmuchof Poitrou(the northern
part of the Duchy of Aquitaine). Thereafterthe dynastybecamemore rmly basedin England,
makingjust occasionavisits to Gascop, the southerrpartof Aquitaine.PlanteGeneshadseeded
aroyal vine and,thoughit soonlostits rootsin its Angevin homelandjt rami ed anev in England
whereit clungonto thethronefor a furtherthreecenturies.

32.2.4 Riseand fall of the Angevin Empire

The Angevin Empire (Figure32.1)wasnot fully realiseduntil the timesof PlanteGenest eldest
son, Henry Il king of England,but it was PlanteGenestwho had preparedthe way. HenryIl's
empireonly lastedin its full extentfor fty years(1154-1204YhoughEnglishtiesto Gascow (the
southerrpartof Aquitaine)survived for another250yearsandwereespeciallystrongto the towns
of BordeauxandBayonne.

Thetwo mostcloselylinked provincesof the Angevin Empire— EnglandandNormandy-were
split apartin the détacleof 1203which owed mostto the personabmbitionsandweaknessesf the
FrenchandEnglishkings— Philip andJohn.Philip wasthe ablesonandsuccessoof Louis VIl of
Francewhile king Johnwasthe youngestsonof king HenryIl. Philip, with his baseat Paris, was
lessinterestedn remotepartsand,asa result,the two provincesof the Angevin Empirewith the
wealestfamily ties- EnglandandGascow - stayedogetherthelongest.

The towns tendedto remainmostloyal longestto the Angevins (i.e. to the so-called Planta-
genet'family) andit wasnot until thefall of La Rochellein 1224thattherealendto the Angevin
Empirewasmarkedwith theremoval of all hopeof regainingthe homelandf Anjou by sea.lt was
not until 1259,however, thatJohns son,Henrylll, formally relinquishechis claimsto Normandy
Maine,Anjou andTouraine.Theloyalty of BordeauxandBayonnein 1224keptHughof Lusignan
atbayandsoensuredhesurvival of EnglishGascoR. Thisloyalty mayhave stemmedargely from
the bene ts of businessn trade. The Atlantic searoute huggingthe westernand north-western
coastof Francewasavital life-force in thatconnection.

32.2.5 The Angevin Empire asa cultural contextfor Plant-lik e names

Apart from a communicatiorof ideasby tradeand apartfrom particularfamily intereststhereis
little evidencefor acommoncultureto the Angevin Empire. It maywell bethata spreadof Plant-
like namegto Englandwasassociatedavith the culturessurroundingPlanteGeness closefamily
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Figure32.1: Travels of theitinerantroyal court beforethefall of the Angevin Empire (after John
Gillingham,2001)
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membersthemseles. Thoughthereis little evidencefor the Plantagenehamebefore the mid-
fteenth century Plant-like nameshadarisenin Englandby the thirteenthcenturycloseto Plante
Geness illegitimatedescendants.

ThePlantsurnameijt would appearcould have formedaroundthe timeswhenmostsurnames
wereforming in southerrEnglandandEastAnglia. Claimsof earlierorigins of the Plantsurname,
beforethe thirteenthcentury arejust speculation.Therehave been ctional accountof anearlier
origin to the namePlantain England but this may be setasideso thatwe canrestrictourselesto
anarratve thatis morecrediblefor beingbasedn well establishedacts.

Restrictingthe narratve to surviving evidencethrows up a needfor a differentnoteof caution
hovever. Theremay be missingevidencewhich, if it had beenavailable, would have given a
fuller picturethanthatgiven by the extant evidence. Thereare signi cantly morerecordsfor the
Angevin Empireafter1199thanbefore,includingnew typesof evidenceandsothereis adangerof
incorrectlypresuminghatsimilar namego Plantdid notexist beforethenwhenthis maybeafalse
impressiorarisingfrom the factthateitherno recordwaskeptor nonehassurvived. Similarly, the
evidencemay be misleadinglyskewedtowardsEngland sincethereis signi cantly moreevidence,
both chronicleandrecordevidence for Englandthanfor ary otherpartof the Angevin dominions.
Thatsaid, the surviving evidenceindicatesthat the Plantsurnameoriginatedin thirteenth-century
Englandin proximity to someillegitimatedescendantsf Gefrey PlanteGenest.

The namesPlanteelu, PlanteGenestandPlantcanbe associatedvith a “growing shootof re-
newval' metaphar This metaphorts neatlyinto the culture of the troubadoursat the southof the
Angevin Empire,andthisin uence evidently cameparticularlyto thefore for Englishroyalty with
the marriageof Henry Il to Eleanorof Aquitaine. The troubadourculture was more widespread
thanthe southernextremitiesof the Angevin Empire however, andit canbe ascribedto a much
earlierMoorish in uence spreadinghroughthe samecultural world asthe Angevin Empires ri-
valsin Toulouse,Marseillesand Barcelona. The FrenchsurnamePlanteis found in that cultural
region thoughit is notasyet clearwhetherthatsurnamehadits rootsin the Swissandltalian name
Plantatransporteaglongthe Mediterraneartoastor whethert relatedsomehav to the Englishsur
namePlant. That said, we might considera suppositionthat the English Plant surnamederived
from a northward spreadalongthe Angevin Empire's Atlantic coastof a culturefor suchnamesas
Planterelu andPlanteGenest.

The reasonings hencethat therewas a developmentof the “hairy shoot' metaphorthrough
Planteelu andthenPlanteGenestndthento the EnglishPlantsurnamelt seemghatthe Angevin
Empireplayedits partin transmittingatroubadousensef renaving life's esh by ashoot(plantg).
However, it seemshatthis ‘renaval' metaphomwas morewidespreadhanjust oneregion of the
Angevin Empire:similar senses foundalsoin the Welshword plantwith its “offspring' meaning.

Evidencefor thedevelopmentof anoffspring' meaningfor plantfrom its “shoot' or “offshoot'
meaningis particularly strongin Waleswherethereis also the verb planta with the functional
meaning to begetchildren'. Looking atit anothemway, we canchoosebetweertwo qualiaroles—
oneof function, the otherof origins— andsowe canconsidereitherthe functionof an establisher
shoot' or the origins of an “offspring’. Both a tradition of Plant-like namesfrom Franceandthe
Welshliteral meaningst with a “shoot' metaphorfor the renaval of life in connectionwith the
word plantandsomeassociatethiames.

32.3 Royal government and early Plant-lik e names

The fameof PlanteGenestwho germinatedhe Angevin Empireasa family concern,apparently
livedonin thecultureof hisillegitimateoffspring. The Warenneesarlsfor examplewereillegitimate
descendantsf PlanteGenestandthey had connectiongo Walesproviding a connectionto both
the PlanteGenestand Welshtraditions— eitheror both of thesecould have sprungthe senseof a

*MichaelBaigent,RichardLeigh andHenryLincoln (1996) TheHoly Bloodandthe Holy Grail.
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“growing shoot' or “offspring' for the nearbyPlantsurname.A “shootof renaval' metaphorcan
ultimately be extendedto sensen the germinationof offspring or the generatiorof productsasis
still evidentfor the meaningof theword plantin its industrialsense This is aninstanceof the so-
called Creationis Birth' metapharwhichis foundin mary cultures andsowe cansayfor example
thatGeffrey PlanteGenestplantedtheseedf' or ‘fathered'anev Empire,ratherasanindustrial
plantcreatesa product. In particular a culturefrom the PlanteGenesihicknamecould have been
transmittedo the early by-nameslente PlantinandPlauntgenet,aswill be outlinedbelow.

Thelegitimatedescenof Geffrey PlanteGenesincludeda dynastyof kings. Sincetheitinerant
king was normally absentfrom ary given province, the work of organisingand directing local
administrationhadto be undertakn by somebodyelse,to checkthe accountsof the prévots and
baillis. Wheneer possible,mostrulers seemedo have preferredto use membersof their own
family for this. For example,Henryll appointechis sonGeofrey as”Seneschalbf Brittany'.

Oneof the king's greatespowerswasthe right to arrangeor sell the marriagesof underage
heiresseandwidows. In 1164,king Henry Il arrangedor hisillegitimatehalf-brotherHamelinto
marry one of therichestheiressesn England,the widowed Isabelde Warenne.Hamelinand his
heirstherebybecamehe Warennesarlsof Surrey with widespreadandsin England.

Oneaspecbof the authority of the crown wasa specialjurisdiction aroundthe itinerantking's
person. Twelve miles aroundthe royal personwasthe verge, an areawhereordinarylocal courts
did not have jurisdiction and wherejustice was donethroughthe courtsof the royal household.
The size of theitinerantroyal householdvaried but it wastypically around500. The sizesof the
householdsf thegreatestnagnatessuchastheWarennesarlof Surrey, wasunlikely to exceedtiwo
or threehundred.Theroyal householdssuednstructionsto the Chanceryandthe ExchequerThe
CloseRollsandPatentRollsrelateto suchmattersaslandcorveyanceasrecordedyy the Chancery;
whereaghePipeRollsrecordtheannualaccountsenderedy the countysherifs to the Exchequer
whichwasresponsibldor collectingroyal revenue.

32.3.1 Plente,Plantin and Plauntegenet:possiblesurnameprecursors

In 1219[3 Henrylll PipeRolls] PeteHaliwell' andRadulphud$’lenteoversav £23 3s4dfor Oxford
castleand65sfor the king's dwelling [WoodstockpalaceJoutsidethe town. Therole of Radulphus
Plenteis not clear but he may have beena bailiff underthe sherif of Oxfordshire. Radulphus
is mentionedin 1230-1in A cartulary of the Hospitalsof St John the baptisf. As a bailiff, he
could have originatedfrom elsavherebeforehis appointmentin 1180,Englishoutsidershadbeen
amongsthoseusedfor thebaillis of Normandy suchasRichardof Cardif andGeofrey of Ripon.
By 1200,therewereabout25 baillis in the Duchy of Normandyat any onetime. In England,each
county or pair of countieshad a sherif andundersherif anda numberof clerks; therewerein
additionbailiffs andsub-bailifs.

In the CloseRolls of 1254,1258and 1268,therearerecordsof a RogerPlantin or Plantynor
Planteng'aswell asin the PatentRolls of 1258. RogerPlantinheldlandsin Norfolk andwasthe
serjentor butler of RogerBigod, earl of Norfolk makinghim oneof the earl’s seniorof cials. The
earlof Norfolk, RogerBigod, hadfamily tiesto descendantsf PlanteGenesandhewasin uential
in theking's council

Theking's councilconsistef theland's greatestnagnatesbishopsgarlsandbarons.n 1237,
for example,the youngWarenneearl of Surrey joinedthe council. A particularlystormymeeting
in 1258is known asthe Provisionsof Oxford. The earl of Norfolk took the leadin demandinghe
removal from favour of theLusignansandotherforeignerghoughhis half-brothertheearlWarenne,
hadbeenheartbroknwhenhiswife Alice Lusignanhaddiedin 1256.Theearlof Norfolk's brother
Hugh Bigod, was appointedJusticiarof Englandand he conductedextensie investigationsinto
allegationsof corruptionin local andcentralgovernment. Therewasanimositybetweertheking's
brotherRichard,earl of Cornwall andbrotherin-law Simonde Montfort aboutthe inheritanceof

bed.H.E. Slater(1914)in Oxford Historical SocietyPublicationsg8, p. 202.
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thePembrok estatesTheseestatewvill bementionecagainlater Theanimositysurroundinghem
eventuallyled onto the Battle of Lewes(1264)at which Simonde Montfort capturedheking and
Richard,earlof Cornwall. Thecon ict is known astheBaronsWar. Thetableswereturnedatthe
Battle of Evesham(1265)atwhich Simonwasobscenelynutilatedandkilled.

After theBaronsWar, in 1266[51 Henrylll CloseRolls20December]aninstructionwasgiven
at WoodstocKnearOxford] to two peopleto carrytheking's garderobeTheinstructionwasgiven
in the nameof theking by 35 namedpeopleincludinga Galfrido Plauntgenet ThoughGalfrido's
genealogyis unknavn, this is rare evidencefor the early useof the Plantagenehame. Galfrido
was apparentlyone of the segeants-at-armef the itinerantroyal household.A list of the king's
householdn the 1330sincludes26 segeants-at-armand20 cartersfor example.

32.3.2 The possibility of a Warennetransmissionof the Plante Genestculture

Recentevidencesuggestghat someof the mediazal migrationsof the Plant family could have
beenassociatedvith Warenndandsandthe culturethatengulfedearly Plant-like namesnay have
overlappedpartly with the culture of PlanteGenest WarennedescendantsThere are hints of
playfulnesswith the Warennenamein thatthe earl's stavardin the 1260swascalledJohnla Ware;
and, on the fourteenth-centurygealof the earl JohnWarenne therewas a visual pun of rabbits
in their warren. Theremay have beensimilar playfulnesswith the Plantgenestnickname: the
earl Bigod's butler aroundthe 1260swascalled Planteng'or Plantin. Thereis earlierevidencefor
anotherPlant-like name:

Plente. As well asthe aforementionedvidencefor RadulphusPlentein associatiorwith the burbhoteof
Oxford, thereis alsoin 1219mentionof William Plentein Kent;and,in 1230,SimonPlenteat York.

We mayconsidemwhethethemeaning alundant'or “fertile' of thenamePlenteechoedasense
of fertile growth for the “hairy broomshoot'. It is not clearwhetherthe Plentenamewasclosely
associateavith the Warennesarls.However, the possibility canbe entertainedhatthe Plentename
formedwithin therangeof in uence of a PlanteGenestulturetransmittecoy the Warennes.

The DNA evidenceindicatesthat Plantis a single-imily nameandits early widespreadlis-
tribution may have derived from the travels of an earlier Plentefamily. It canbe addedthatthe
distribution of the early Plentename,whetherit belongedto a single family or not, was within
rangeof thetravels of the Warenneearlswith their PlanteGenesancestry:

Warenne. The travels of the Warenneearl William (1166-1240)can be exempli ed as follows. On 30
Novemberl1206 he wasdirectedto escortthe King of Scotsto York — aswell aselsavhere,he held
substantialandsin southYorkshire.On 16 May 1216he wasappointedNardenof the CinquePorts
(Kent)andon 24 August1217hetook partin a naval battlein which Eustacehe Monk wasdefeated
andslain. In October1223hewasin North Walesandin August1224with theKing at Bedford,prior
to his marriageto Matilda Marshalof Pembrole by October1225.

Therewere of coursealsootherlines of possiblein uence for transmittingthe culture of the
PlanteGenesnicknameo thePlenteby-nameptherthanthetravelsof the WarennesFor example,
Henryll' smistress Fair Rosamundlivedattheroyal palaceof WoodstocknearOxford, whichthe
king refurbishedor herduringthetwo or threeyearsbeforeshediedin 1176.Shehadbeenopenly
acknavledgedby the king whenhe wasin his 40sandshein her 30s. Two of Henry's bastard
sons,Geofrey archbishopof York andWilliam Longspee (Long Sword), were given recognition
and honours,the latter becomingearl of Saliskury, a title that descendeanly unofcially to his
crusadingsonWilliam Longsgeell (d 1249).

William Longspée(Longsword) wasanillegitimatesonof Henry Il. His motherwasunknown for mary
yearsthoughshehasrecentlybeenidenti ed asthe subsequenwife Ida of RogerBigod, secondearl
of Norfolk (d 1221). William Longspee(c1176-1226yecevedthe honourof Applebyin Linconshire
in 1188;herecevedthe handtenyearslater of the heiressEla, countesof Salislury; he wassherif
of Wiltshire, lieutenantof Gascog, constableof Dover in Kentandwardenof the CinquePortsand
then,later, he becamewvardenof the WelshMarches He commandedhe Englishforcesthatdefeated
Philip Il of Franceatthe Battle of Damme(1213).He alsoreceivedthehonourof Eyein Suffolk.

Eventhougha culturefor the PlanteGenesnicknamemay have remainedclosemainly to his
family, it seemgpossiblethat the travels of his illegitimate andlegitimate descendantsncluding
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Longsfee and Warenneas well asthe royal line, could have playedtheir partin transmittinga
cultureof the PlanteGenesnicknameto nearbynamessuchasPlenteandPlant. For example,an
eporymousdescendarnf William Longseeheldlandcloseto thebailiff RobertPlonte.

32.3.3 Robert Plonte of Saltford oncebailiff of Marsfelde

RobertPlonte(circa1280)of SaltfordnearBath hadbeenthe bailiff of Marsfelde Thereareser-
eral recordsfor Bath in Somerseincluding explicit evidencethat the Plantfamily surnamewas
hereditarythereby 1328: Plonteis the mostusualearly spellingof the Plantsurnamen the westof
England.

Somerseis justacrosgsheBristol Channefrom the Strigul (Chepstw) estatevhichwaspartof
thePembrolk estatan southWaleswhich hadfeaturedn therunuptotheBaronswWar. Thesituation
in Somersetlsobegs mentionof RobertBurnell who remainedastheking's greatchancellorntil
his deathin 1292thoughhe hadbecomebishopof Bath andWells. He hadbuilt a countryhouse
at Acton Burnell in Shropshireandthe Statuteof Acton Burnell, in 1283, allowed merchantdo
registerdebtswith the mayorsof London, York andBristol. Bristol is nearSaltfordnearBath and

therole of a bailiff hereholdssomehistoricalsigni cance.

Oftenthelocallord would appointthe bailiff of ahundredfor example,but it would differ very
little from a hundredin royal hands;its of cials would actjustlike aroyal oneandbe answerable
to the countysherif. Thereis someevidenceof corruptionin thosetimesandalso,quite naturally
of unpopularity Popularpoetrycontainscomplaintsaboutthe heary handof government.

Justicessherifs, mayors bailiffs, if | readright
They canmake thefair dayinto thedarknight

And bailiffs andbedelsunderthe sherif

Eachone nds how bestmento grieve.
Thepoormenareall summonedo theassize

And therich sit athome,andto shinetheir silver they rise.

However, the evidencedoesnot suggesthatthe problemof corruptionwasasextensie or as
seriousassomeof thecomplaintamply. Thoughthis mightbeseerasanunnecessarilipureaucratic
age,the overridingimpressionis of menwho weredoingtheir bestandworking very hardto meet
the challengeghatfacedthenY. As bailiff of Marsfelde RobertPlonteof Saltfordmay have been
suchaman.

Sinceearly evidencefor the Plantnameis widespreadindsincebailiffs oftentravelledto take
up their appointment,t is appropriateto keepan openmind when consideringthe location of
Marsfelde Thereis aMares eldin Sussg andthisdemensenanoris in theHonourof Aquilain the
Rapeof Pevensg whichhadbeengivenin 1241to the Queens uncle,Peterof Savoy. Thisadjoined
the Warennehonourof Lewes. However, thereis no evidencethat Mares eld hada bailiff, justa
reeve®. It is perhapamorelikely that RobertPlonteof Saltfordhadbeenthe bailiff of Marsh eld
in southGloucestershirgust 6 miles from Saltford, which is recordedas Maresfeldin 1221°. In
Januaryl234,this Marsh eld wasgranteda market by the king, which wasrevokedin the August,
andthenadocumenbf 1287citesthatthe market hadbeengrantedagainin 1265by theking to the
AbbotandConventof Keynsham?; Keynshamis just 2 milesfrom Saltford.

It mayalsobe notedthat Saltfordlies just 8 miles north of Charlton.Charltonmanorwassaid
to have beenacquiredbefore1217by Hubertde Burgh, earlof Kent'! andoverlordshipdescended
with the earldomof Kenton the honourof Cameluntil 1411or later However, theterretenang for

"Michael Prestwich,in the seriesThe New Oxford History of England,PlantagenetEngland1225-1360 (Oxford,
2005),pp. 75-77.

8] amgratefulto Christopheihittick of the EastSuss& RecordOf ce for thisinformation.

°Ekwal, TheConciseOxford Dictionary of Englishplace-namegOxford, 1960),p. 316.

Phttp://www.history.ac.uk/cmh/gaz/gloucs.ht ml

HRot. Litt. Claus.(Rec.Com.),i, 296h
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Charltonpassedrom his mother(d 1252)to Geffrey PlanteGeness illegitimateroyal descendant
William Longsgeelll (d 1257). A charterwasgrantedon 20 Decemberl252by Henrylll to this
William Lungspe® to hold a marlet atthe manor William's daughteMargaretmarriedHenry de
Lacy, earlof Lincoln (d 1311)andtheirdaughterilice marriedThomasgarlof Lancastefd 1322).
In 1317, earl JohnWarennehelpedAlice to elopewith her lover, startinga feud with Lancaster
who temporarilyseizedWarenndands;JohnWarenngd 1347)acquiredCharltonmanorfor life in
13193,

Thus, explicit evidencefor the hereditaryPlontesurnamen Bath (1328)datesto the timesof
the Warenneenang (1319-47)of nearbyCharltonbut thereareearlierPlonterecordsheredating
back (circa 1280) to the times of William Longsgee Il and his descendant§1252-1319). Both
LongsgeandWarennewereillegitimatedescendantsf Gefirey PlanteGenestandthey may have
transmittedh culturefor his nickname.

The extent of a connectiorbetweerthe bailiff, RobertPlonteof Saltfordandthe nearbylords
of Charltonis uncertainthoughwe cannotea remarkof Michael Prestwich(2005)*.

Therewerevariouswaysin which the groupingsaroundmagnatesvere formed. Family
andneighbourhoodonnectionsvereprobablyasimportantasformal contractsandthe natu-
ral desireto obtainthe protectionthata greatlord could provide wasanotherelement.Shared
interestded to sensibldocal alliancesandthe constructionof networks of lordshipandin u-
ence.

32.3.4 Possibleconnectionsaround the Bristol Channel

Heiressedroughtgreatlordshipsaroundthe Bristol Channeto menwho hadhadlittle directinter
estin Welshaffairs. Geffrey PlanteGeness royal grandsordohnLacklandacquiredGlamoganby
his marriagewith Isabelof GloucesterSimilarly, William Marshalthroughthe heiressof Richard,
earlof Pembrolk (Strongbav), becamehe possessoof thatearldomandof theenormousif scat-
tered,estate®f thefamily of Clarein England(e.g. at Clarein Suffolk), Ireland,andsouthWales.
As husbandf IsabelMarshal(de Clare),who wasa daughterof William the Marshalearl of
Pembrok (d 1219),Richardearl of Cornwall hada connectiorto the disputedPembrolk estaten
the lead up to the BaronsWar as so alsodid, for example, Simon de Montfort who marriedthe
widow Eleanorof William Marshalll earl of Pembrok (d 1231). Successie earlsof Pembrolke
died and,after the deathof the fth Marshalbrother Anselm,the estatewasdivided betweerthe
sisterdMatilda (Maud) Marshal(Strigul estate),Joan(Pembrok estateandEva (Cilgeranestate).
Theeldestsister MaudMarshalin particularfeaturesn connectiorwith early Plant-like names:

shemarried rst HughBigod, earlof Norfolk (d 1225)bearingRogerBigod whosebutler or segeant
was called RogerPlantin or Planteng’ her hushands evident!> half-brotherwas William Longsyee
who wasa grandsorthroughHenryll of Geffrey PlanteGenestWilliam Longspee's grandsorof the
samenameheld Charltonmanor which wasnearthe aforementionedobertPlonteof Saltford,;

in 1225,sheremarriedWilliam earl Warenne grandsorthroughHamelinof Geffrey Plante Genest
bearingJohnwho canbe connectedo the Plant surnamenearWarenndands;and,

a manorcalledla Plantelandis mentionedin 1310 in connectionwith Maud's inherited estateof
Strigul.

Maud (Matilda) wasthroughmarriagecountes®f both Norfolk andWarenne After herbroth-
ers' deathsshealsotook thetitle of Marshalof England.Her father William the Marshal,hadled
Englandout of civil war following thedeathof king JohnwhenHenrylll wasagedonly 9.

Themultiple evidencefor Plant-like namesn associationwvith MaudMarshalconnectsheearly
Plantsurnamebothto alikely in uence from PlanteGeness nobledescendantandto the Welsh

2Callendarof CharterRolls, 1226-57 p. 413.

Bhttp://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.as p?compid=187 40
Michael Prestwich PlantagenetEngland1225-136Q (Oxford, 2005),p. 382.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wki/William _de_Longspee%2C _3rd _Earl _of _Salisbury

8Callendarof PatentRolls 13100ct 10. Carmyle.
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meaningoffspring of plant. In thosetimes,the Welshlanguagenvasimportant. In 1244,theroyal
justiciar in southWaleswas advisedby Marcherlords, "It is not easyin our region to reward or
restain theWelsh,unlesshis is doneby someonef their owntongue

32.3.5 A possibleSavoyard in uence

It may alsoberelevantto mentionPlant-like namesn far-away Switzerlandwhile consideringhe
originsof theEnglishPlant-like namesIn hisyouthJohn,earlWarenng1231-1305hadbeenunder
thewardshipof Peterof Savoy. Savoy wasneartheemeging noblePlantasurnamen Switzerland.

Savoyardin uence canbedetectedor examplein the countryhousebuilt at Acton Burnelland
in the greatcastlesof late thirteenth-centurynorth Wales. This in uence canbe relatedbackto
Henrylll' s marriagein 1236to Eleanorof ProvencewhosemotherwasBeatriceof Savoy. Rarely
did aqueenuseherin uence to advancehercompatriotsso greatlyandheruncle,Peterof Savoy,
cameto Englandin 1240wherehe and his compatriotsreceved generougifts. For youngand
ambitiousSavoyards bothlaymenandclerics,Englandnusthave seemedik e thePromised_and!’.
Thelink betweerEnglandand Savoy wascementedvhenthe countof Savoy agreedn atreatyof
1246to becomeHenry lII' s vassalfor four castleswhich controlledmajor Alpine passesEarlier,
in 1173,Geffrey PlanteGenest royal grandson,JJohnLackland,who wasHenry lII' s father had
beenintendedo marryAlice, daughteof Humbertlll, countof MauriennethoughAlice diedsoon
aftef®. Mauriennewason thebordersof Germary andltaly andcomprisedvhatcameto beknown
asPiedmontandSavoy. Anotherlink to this distantpartof EuropearosewhenJohns sonRichard,
earlof Cornwall waselectedking of the Romangeffectively Germary) in 1257. Theriver Planta
andemepging evidencefor the nobleSwissPlantafamily werein the Grisonsnearby

32.3.6 Medieval migrations of the Plant surname

SincerecentDNA evidenceindicatesthat Plantis a single-ancestpratherthana multi-origin sur
namé?, it is appropriateo considerthat early evidencefor the Plantnamemay representhe mi-
grationsof asinglefamily.

Theearlyevidencefor this hereditarysurnameanearthe Bristol Channeis notincompatiblewith
the mentionin 1262 of William Plauntein far away Esse&. Thelocal andfamily historianDavid
Hey?? remarksthattherearemary Welshnamesin early Ess& andwonderswhetherthey arrived
by sea.The shortessearoutewould be from the Bristol Channel. A similar distanceaway, across
theEnglishChannekt Rouen therewerein 1273threemerchantgalleddela Plauntor Plauntata
timewhencompensatiowasbeingpaidfor Flemishpiragy. NearertheBristol Channelcirca1280)
therewasaRobertPlonteof SaltfordneartheLongsf@emanorof Charlton(Somersetjvhichpassed
to Warennehands.TheearlWarennealsoheldthehundredof Gallow andBrothercros®nthenorth
Norfolk coastandthereare several recordsof Plant-like namesnearby: William Plente(Norfolk,
1272-84),William Plauntes(Norfolk, 1275), William Plante(Cambridgeshire1279), Henry de
Plantes(Huntingdonshire1282). It is alsoin Norfolk that Geffrey PlanteGenest grandsonthe
Warenneearl William (1166-1240)is saidto have spentmuchtime on his estateat CastleAcre
andPlanteGeness royal greatgrandsonHenrylll, is reportedasvisiting asa guestseveraltimes
possiblywhile on pilgrimageto nearbyWalsingham?.

Aswell asin Somersetzss& andNorfolk, thereareearlyPlantrecorddn northWalesandKent,
andseatravel mayhelpto explainthis. Earlyin thesecondNelshWar, in Octoberl282,Henrylll' s
sonEdwardl madeamajorgrantof landatBrom eld andYalein northWalesto William's son,earl

Michael PrestwichPlantagenetEngland1225-1360(Oxford, 2005),p. 93.

18A L. Poole, From DomesdayBookto Magna Carta 1087-1216in Oxford History of Englandseries,2nd edition
(Oxford, 1993),p. 330.

19JohnS. Plant(2005)Modernmethodsanda Controversial Surname:Plant, Nomina,vol. 28, pp. 115-33.

2David Hey, Family Namesand Family History, (LondonandNew York, 2000),p. 39.

Zhttp://www.castles-abbeys.co.uk/Castle-Acr e-Cast le-Pri  ory.ht ml
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JohnWarenng1231-1305).The Warennesarl of Surrey andSussg wasevidently concernedvith
the commissariatindit is from aroundhis sphereof in uence in SE Englandthat 1,500quarters
or wheatand2,0000f oatseachwererequestedrom Esse&, Surrey, Sussg, KentandHampshire:
the intentionwasclearly to bring themby sea. Nearthe earl's north Walespropertyof Brom eld
andYale,at Eweloein 1301,RichardPlantwasgrantedrightsto coal. Far away, in Kent,Johannes
Plonteis recordedn the Canterloiry freemans rolls of 1303.

Thereareadozernrecorddor thehereditaryPlontenameatBathin the rst half of thefourteenth
century Anotherrecord,on the Bristol Channels in Gloucestershiren 1386;this s for a chaplain
William Plonteandrentin Olvestonfor landof the prior andcorventof Bath. In anothemeighbour
ing countyof Somersetin Devon, thereis evidenceof the spelling Plentewhich may have been,
at leastsometimesa variantspelling of the samename. In moderntimes®?, the surnamePlenty
— likely derived from the spelling Plente— is clusteredaroundSomersetith a secondarycluster
onthe Ess& coast.Betweenl364and1368thereareseveral mentionsof the merchantandking's
ministerin Devon, RogerPlenteof Exeter andhis ship ‘le Ceoge' of Exmouth. Thathetravelled
faris evidencedby his license'to take 20 pads of large cloth of divers colours fromport of Exeter
to GasconySpain,and other partsbeyondseas;andto returnwith wine and othermerchandiseto
the ports of London,SuthamptonSandwit or Exetel In 1368he wasthe collectorof customsn
theportof Exeter

The circumstance®f the king's ministerin Devon, RogerPlente,canbe setin a context of
Edward III' s consultationsvith merchants.In 1341, for example,assemblie®f merchantshad
beensummonedpneasmary as110men,to negotiatethe contractby which they wereallowedto
exportwool in returnfor massve loansof £200,000to the crown. In 1347 seventy-ninemerchants
recevedindividual summonswhile the sherifs wereto selectfour or six mento accompay them.
In 1353 a further merchantassemblytook place. The crovn eventually abandonedts attempts
to negotiatecustomsdirectly with mercantileassembliesincethe merchantshaved insufcient
unity andcarriedinsufcient political power andit wasacknavledgedthat customsdutieswasthe
businessf Parliament.

Theearly Plantsurnamemaywell have rami ed throughtrade(e.g. thethreeRouenmerchants
in 1273); this may have carriedPlantsaroundthe coastof southernEngland. The Plantnames
rami cation may alsohave involved the interestsof someitinerantnoble householdssuchthe earl
Warennes.

32.3.7 Arri val of the Plantsin their main homeland

Whenthe lastWarenneearlof Surrey diedin 1347heleft nolegitimatechildrenand,for example,
his north Norfolk landspassedo the LancastriansHowever, his illegitimate son, Sir Edward de
Warrenandheirs,settledat Poyntonin eastCheshire.lt is aroundtherethatthe main homelandf
the Plantsis subsequentiyound.

Thatthe Plantnameremainedalsoin EastAnglia is evidencedby the 1381Poll tax returnsfor
agricole Johanneslante6d (GreatFinsboroughSuffolk) andfamulus/labor'WalterusPlante ux'
12d (Pentlav, Esse). Thata Plantenterednto servicewith the Lancastrianss indicatedby the
1394testimoty at Lincoln of senant JohnPlaint,aged60 yearsor more; he wasa seniorwitness
to the proof of ageof a sonof KatherineSwynford,who wasthe mistressof the Duke of Lancaster
Johnof Gaunt;the Duke fatheredhroughhertheillegitimate Beaufortline which hasliving male-
line descendantsurnamedsomersetlt mayhave beensucha PlantasJohnPlaintwhorecevedthe
Plantblazonwhichindicatesllegitimatecadetshipvith a subsequerdllegianceto the (Lancastrian)
redrose.

It seemghatthe Plantnamemay have migratedwith the Warennego eastCheshire.At least
six, including a JamedPlant,of thosenamedin 1352for remaving goodsfrom erstwhileWarenne
landsin north Norfolk hada surname(or by-name)that is thenfound amongstater fourteenth-

Zhttp://cetl.geog.ucl.ac.uk/ucinames/Surnam es.asp x
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centuryresidentsn Maccles eld manorin eastCheshire For example,HondePlontein mentioned
for pannageof pigs at Lyme, adjoining the Warenneseatof Poynton. Nearby a Ralph Plontis
mentionedrepeatediffrom 1369to 1374for his strayinganimalsin Maccles eld forest. Ranulph
Plontis mentionedn 1383/4for rentinga parcelof land from JohnWalsheandhe appeardurther
with land at Rainaw, sheep,draughtbeastsworking horsesand pigs. His sonJohnPlantsenior
andthenJohnPlantjunior remainedat Rainav andthis may be the sameJohnPlantjunior ashe
whaoiis listedamongshinety-eight Knights,Gentlemerand Freeholdes' in Maccles eld hundred
in 1445. Sincethosetimes, the main Planthomelanchasmigratedslightly to the southinto north
Stafordshire.

Therearenow anestimatedL2,000Plantsliving in England,mainly in thewestmidlandsnear
Wales,and a further 5,000in the USA for example. The DNA evidenceindicatesthat this is a
single-ancestaname.Theidentity of the foundingfatherof this proli ¢ family is notknown.

32.4 Fertility of the Plante Genestmetaphor for Plant-lik e names

Thereareclaims,datingbackatleastto thenineteentttentury thatthe Plantsurnames acorruption
of PlantagenetThereis somecredibility to thisin sofar astheremayhave beenacultural in uence
from the PlanteGenesnhicknameon the formative Plantsurname.lt shouldbe stressedhowever,
thatthereis no proof of a geneticconnection.Even so, this doesnot discountthe possibility of a
culturalconnectionasthe fameof the PlanteGenesnicknamecould have beentransmittedo the
earlyPlantsurnameagiventhe proximitiesof early Plantsto thelandsof the LongsgeandWarenne
descendantsf Gefirey PlanteGenest.

In this connectionaccounineeddo betakenof thefactthatthe PlanteGeneshicknamedid not
lead on immediatelyto the royal Plantagenesurname.lt is relevantto considerhow the fameof
the PlanteGenesnicknamemay have spread.Contemporanattitudesseenmrelevant?®. A credible
explanations thatimpolite or frivolousinsinuationgor the PlanteGeneshamecouldnotbeignored
initially but thatthis problemwaseventuallyovercome.

An impolitetraditioncanbetracedbackto theby-nameof BernardPlanterelu, theninth-century
founderof a new duchyof Aquitaine. In contemporargocumentdeis calledPlantapilosavhich,
like Planterelu, meanseithera "hairy shootfor propagation'or a "hairy soleof foot'. Thereis evi-
dencefor the namePlantapilosan writings of 880by Hincmarof Rheim$# and,in hertranslation,
JanetNelsonclaimsthat Plantapilosaneans hairy pav'. Shegoeson to suggesthat "hairy pav'
hasnegative connotation®f “foxiness'thoughwe might well ask: “Why associate hairy sole of
foot particularlywith afox?” Why notawolf or abadgeror abearor arabbitor a hare?Discussing
“hairy paw' avoidsthe problemof soundingrudebut it doesnotleadasdirectly as hairy shoot'to
a corvincing meaning.It canbe safelyassumedhat BernardPlantapilosalid not literally have a
hairy pav but thathe did have a "hairy shoot'. Thoughpolitenesss admirable the veiled blushof
afox's brushhaslessplaceon a ninth-centurybattle eld thanthe directtranslation hairy shoot'
whichwould have criedoutapertinentsensdor Plantapilosa-the "hairy shoot'translatiorof Plan-
tapilosaimmediatelydravs attentionto his virility or gallantryforming a tting epithetfor a War
Lord.

WhenJohnof Marmoutierreferredto Geffrey Plantgenesin the1170shewaswriting to please
PlanteGenest sonHenry Il (nicknamedFitz Empressyand,with the Plantgenestickname he

BThereis a ction to dispel. Dan Brown's book The Da Vinci Codetakesideasfrom elsavhere. Accordingto Les
Dossies Secets to which herefers,the Plantardsvererelativesof the Plantagenetandthey hadspavnedandEnglish
family calledPlanta.In reality of coursethereis no evidenceof a blood-link betweenPlanta,PlantageneandPlantard.
ThoughDan Brown's book doesnot do justiceto the true philosophicalsetting,it featuresa fertility cult which links
man's generatiorto divine creation.

ZHincmarof Rheimsin Annalsof Saint-Bertin subanno880. Theoriginal runs: ... In quoitinere ejectisde casto
MatiscanoBosonishominikus,ipsumcastellumceperun{thatis, thetwo kingsLouis 1l andhisbrotherCarolomanking
of Aquitaine] etceumcomitatumBernado cognomentdPlanta-pilosadederunt.. [1871ed.,p. 285]. Seealso:
http://archiver.rootsweb.com/th/read/GE N-MEDIEVAL/2 006-02 /11400 27441
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may well have beenalludingto Geffrey's gallantryin a tradition of the “hairy shoot' name. Gef-
frey PlanteGenestvasmostfamousfor his marriagein 1128to the heiressapparento the English
throneandfor his conquesibf Normandyin 1144. This may have beento the fore in the mind
of the NormanpoetWace(1135-74)whenhe wrote his poemmentioningPlanteGenestwith his
love of wood andforestwhich may alludeto Geffrey's love of increasinghis landslik e his prede-
cessorPlanteelu. His augmentatiorby marriageand conquesttanbe taken to be evoked by the
PlanteGenestmetaphorof a germinatingshoot. AnothercontemporaryRalph de Dicetc?, used
the Plantgenesnicknamewhenwriting?® for theyear1150:

Dum GaufridusPlantggenestomesAndegavorumrediretParisiusa curiaregis Franco-
rum, concessitn fataapudCastrunLidii, sepultusestautemCenomannig ecclesiéSancti
Juliani.

The Latin meaning shootfor propagation'of plantahadled onto a "hairy shoot' symbolof gal-
lantry for Plantapilosa- subsequent)ythe “sprig of broom' emblemcorrespondingdo the Plante-
geneshicknamecanbetakento beamoreeuphemisticepictionof thatsamesymbol.

Thentherewasthe Englishby-namePlantefolie.Folie meansvickednes®r lewdnessn Middle
Englishandthe adjectve foli meanswickedor lascvious, soit is quiteinescapabléhat Plantefolie
meant’lewd shoot'. This might be glossedto "wickednessffshoot' or “bastardchild’ but anun-
derlyinglewdnessremains. This nameis found throughoutEnglandin the thirteenthcentury: Le-
icestershiren 1209; Somersein 1226;and, Yorkshirein 1270. Thereseemdittle doubtthatsuch
namesasPlantapilosandPlantefoliehadattractedoriapicandphallic insinuation.

Impolite sensecanbe attachedalsoto Plantageneandthat may well have formedanimpedi-
mentto recordingPlantageneasan of cial royal surnamearoundthattime in England.In Welsh,
plantameansto impregnate which canbe relatedto the plantingof seedor semer” or offspring.
In his dictionaryof archaicEnglish, Samuellohnsorcameout andsaidthatto plant canmeanto
procreateandgenetmeansa smallSpanisthorse.Plantagenehbencecarrieda senseof bestiality as
well asmeaning sprigof broom' whichis ahairy shootandhenceanechoof PlantapilosaThough
not polite images thesemay have garnishedPlantagenetvith a commonintrigue bringing promi-
nenceto the name. This would have beenwith a sensehatwassufciently offensive, however, to
renderthe nameunsuitablefor of cial royal purposesCensorshiganexplainthe sparsityof early
mentionsof Plantagenehoughthereis arecordof Galfrido Plauntgenetin 1266— thiswasin con-
nectionwith agarderobend,sincethatlackedgravitasaryway, it mayhave beendeemedhatthere
waslittle pointto cleansinghatparticularrecordby removing the offendingnamePlauntgenet.

Thatis notto saythattheremaynot have beenother morerespectableneaninggo Plantagenet.
Accordingto Jim Bradhury?®, the Plantagenenhickname®is commonlyfound in chroniclesand
chartersof the twelfth and later [my emphasiskenturiesandwas appliedto several membersof
the samefamily: to Geofrey le Bel [i.e. PlanteGenest];to [his son]Henry l; to HenryII's son
Geofrey [who heldhigh of ce in Brittany]. A suney of the possibilitiesfor the surnameappeared
in J. Chartrou,L'Anjou de 1109a 1151, Paris1928,pp. 83-5andBradhlury goeson to suggesthat
the “sprig of broom' namemight have derived from a yellow o wer mentionedin a fragmentof
Angevin historythatis ascribedo Fulk of Anjou:

Urbanwasled fromthe church of StMauriceto the church of StMartin. Thenhegaveme
a golden ower, which he carried in his hand. | decided,in commemaation and from love of
him, that fromthenon | andmysuccess@wouldalwayscarry it on Palm Sunday

BEarlyin his careerRalphde DicetowasArchdeacorof Middlese, andafterwardssenedasDeanof St. Paul's from
1180/1-c1201DianaGreenvay, FastiEcclesiagAnglicanael066-1300volumel: St. Paul's,London(1968),pp. 4-8.

26stubbs Hist. Works of MasterRalphde Diceto, Deanof London,1 (Rolls Ser 68) (1876): 293.

2’Semeris the Latin word for seed SeealsoGenesis38.

28Jim Bradhury, Fulk le Réchin andtheOrigin of thePlantagenetsin Studiesn Medieval History presentedo R. Allen
Brown, (Boydell Press;1989),pp. 27-41.Seealso:
http://archiver.rootsweb.com/th/read/GE N-MEDIEVAL/2 006-02 /11401 12140
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There are somemisgvings aboutthis theory however. First, the story appliesto Fulk Rechin,
who wasthe grandatherof Gefirey PlanteGenestwhereaghe contempaary evidenceassociates
the Plantgenestnicknameonly with Geffrey. Also, Geffrey's nicknamesuggestsa young sprig
of broomratherthana nonspeci cgolden o wer: thoughthe o wersof the fully-grown common
broomareyellow, they are small andtightly attachedo eachbranchmakingthemratherunsuit-
ableto be carriedsingly in the hand. Thoughit is likely thattherewerethosewho preferredthat
Plantagenebe more piousthanbavdy andthoughthe yellow o wer story canbe conjecturedo
relatepartly to thatwish, this may have beeninsufcient to quell bavdy rumours- involving pro-
creationwith horses which could have beenspreadby someof the early English subjectsof the
royal Plantagenets.

Thosewho knew of scholastideachingswvould have beenaware of plant-like aspectso man
from the outset. JohannesScotusErigeneawrote in the ninth centurythat bone, nail and hair
containedonly insensitve vegetablelife; and so Planteelu's namemay have beenintendedto
re ect that he had a sturdy frame of un inching vegetablelife. Atto, bishopof Vercelli (924-
61) complaineddf the practisef meretriculagn his diocesewvho baptisedurvesandbranchesis
coparentsandthis suggestshatbeliefswereprevalentthathumanconceptiorwasakinto vegetable
life beingplacedin receptve soil. Avicenna(c980-1036)maintainedthat the soul of plantswas
sharedwith animalsandhumansandAverroes(1126-98)reiteratech schemdor the generatiorof
life from theelementssuchasclay, throughplantsandanimalsto man.Connotation®f generation
shouldbe placedin sucha contet of late mediezal metaphysicstatherthanallowing biology to
distractus with modernconceptssuchasthat man's seedfertilisesthe femaleovum — rather his
seedwasseenasthe carrierof man's vegetablesoulto herblood.

In earlyso-called'Plantagenetimes”, WesterrEuropearscholasticsveredevelopingelaborate
schemegor man's soulwith its vegetable animalandintellectve componentsRobertGrosseteste
(c1175-1253mndotherswrote signi cantly aboutthe vegetablesoul with its powersof nutrition,
augmentatiorfcf. PlanterosePlanteporretsaindgeneratior(cf. Planterelu, Plantggenest).The hu-
mansoulhadthreecomponents vegetable sensoryintellective - andRogerBacon(c1214-c1294)
saidmodernphilosophersaughtthatonly theintellective soulwasdirectly createdby God. By later
“Plantagenetimes”, this hadled on to more adwancedconceptof the planting of soulin manby
God,thoughit is notknown how this interrelatedwith anunknavn timing for theformationof the
SwissnamedsPlantefoi,PlantamourandPlantefor

It is known thatnamesof philanderingwerepopular Thatsaid,with the Queens uncleBoni-
faceof Savoy asarchbishomf Canterloiry andhis compatriotPeterof Aigueblancheashishopof
Hereford,the Savoyard in uence may have beenmoregodly thanthe “hairy shoot' tradition sug-
gests.With themid-thirteenth-centy Savoyardconnectiontheremayhave beensomeinterchange
of in uence betweerenglishandSwissPlant-like names:

13thcentury undated
English: Plantebene pleasanshoot Swiss: Plantefoi plantedfaith
Plantefolie wickednesshoot Plantamour plantedlove
Planterose risenshoot Planteporrets porrectedshoot
Plantefor plantedconscience

The namePlanterosein particular hadadditionalmeaningssuchasan "establishef ephemeral
life' asis indicatedby the symbolismof Alain deLille (c1115-1202Wwhowrote “The rosedepicts
our station,a tting explanationof our lot, a readingof our life, which while it bloomsin early

morning - owers out', the ower de owered”. Therosewasalsoeternal however, throughregen-

eration.As apartof histheoryof universals PeterAbelard(1079-1142)nrote“Once weallow the

proposition, If there is arose ther is a ower', it is alwaystrue and necessary; evenif therose
no longerexistsor hasnever existed®.

29A.J. Haft, J.G.White andR.J.White, TheKey to 2TheNameof the Rose?(The University of MichiganPress1999),
p. 29.
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As scholastiddeasbecamebetterknown, a more developedmetaphysicaexplanationfor the
Plantagenehamemay have comemoreto the fore. Transubstantiatiohad becomean article of
Christianfaith in 2079thoughit hadbeenbelieved by mary earlier Plantagenetanbe associated
with transubstantiatiothroughthe vegetable(plantg), animal (genetasa civet cat or horse)and
humangenera.The civet catis elongatecandhairy — this may be comparedwith the Swissname
Plantaporretsassociateavith the elongatedeekplant,aswell aswith the “hairy shoot' meaningof
Planterelu andthe "Long Sword' epithetof a bastardine of PlanteGeness descendantddowever,
for mary, the Plantagenehamemay have cometo evoke animageof theyoungGeffrey, asa scion
or establisheshoot(plantg, at onewith his mountin 1128in his pre-nuptialjoustingsat Rouen
(Marmoutiers chronicle)in which his Spanisthorse(genet? features.

32.5 Birth of the Plant and Plantagenetsurnames

Gravitasin thefaceof frivolity3® may be relevantto answeringhe question:*Why in the fteenth
centurydid Richard,duke of York adoptasa surnamehe nicknameof Geofrey Plantagenetyho
wasnotevenaking, insteadof theby-nameof a moreprestigiousandrecentforefather?”Onepos-
sible answeris that, somethreehundredyearsearlier Geofrey hadfatheredthe Angevin Empire
which extendedfar beyond Englandandreclaimingdominionover Francehadremainedmportant
in suchtimesasthoseof Edward Il andHenry V. In discussinghe royal successionn this con-
nection,it would have beenpertinentthat an intact male-lineof kings datedbackto whenPlante
Genesbf Anjou hadplantedlegitimatemaleissuein Matilda. This suggestshattherecould have
beenquasi-continuousnentionfrom onereignto the next of the Plantagenehickname ratheras
thoughit were a surname but that leaves unansweredhe questionof why Plantagenetoesnot
appearearlierin documentsasa hereditaryroyal surname A likely explanationis thattherewere
salaciousconnotationdor Plantagenewhich were not adequatelysanitisedfor of cial purposes
thoughthe namehad caughtthe imaginationof someneighbouringcommonerdong beforethe
mid- fteenth century

ThePlantsurnamenadformedby the mid-thirteenthcentury Irrespectie of whetherthe Plant
surnames origins werewith the culture of the PlanteGenesticknameor with the “alundant' or
“fertile’ meaningof plenteor with the “offspring' meaningof plaunt we canassociatét with a
“growing shoot' metaphorof life's renaval. Senseof a "growing shootof renaval' could applyto
eithera "gallantestablisher' asis appropriatdor PlanteGenestor an “offspring of renaved life'
asis appropriateo the single-Bmily surnamePlant. It seemghatsenseaelatingto this metaphoric
systemof shootgrowth, regeneratiorandabundancedevelopedfor the PlantsurnamebeforePlan-
tagenebecamaisedasa hereditaryroyal surname.

Thoughsomefamily branchesvith early Plant' namespellingsmayhave died out, muchof the
medieval evidencefor the formative Plantsurnamemight representhe travels of a singlefamily.
Speculationshateventhe earlierPlentespellingcould be relatedto the subsequerlantsurname
arenot entirely amisssincespellingssimilar to Plantwerewidespread little laterandthe recent
DNA evidencehascateyorisedPlantasasingle-ancestqgproli ¢ surname-it couldhaveoriginated
from an earlier Plenteancestar The distribution of the medieval Plantsurnamecanbe explained
by acombinationof seatravel andanassociatiorwith Warenndands.As onepossibility it canbe
conjecturedhatthe Plantswerea family from Wales,with the “offspring' meaningto their name,
who migratedaroundthe coastto EastAnglia aswell asarriving in eastCheshire.For example,
they may have originatednearthe Chepstav estateof Maud Marshal(d 1248)who wascountess
of both Norfolk andWarenneandtheir tradeandof cial dutiesmay have becomeassociatedavith
LongseandWarenndands;Maud's rst husbandvasevidently Longsgee's half brotherandher
seconchusbandvasthe earl Warennehimself,bothdescendantsf Geffrey PlanteGenest.

The following evidenceindicateshow a cleansingof Plant-like surnamessuchasPlantand

*http://archiver.rootsweb.com/th/read/GEN-M EDIEVAL/2006 -02/11 400035 77
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Plantagenetmay have progressed.

The namePlentemay have beeninspiredby noble extravaganceand its spelling could have
beenamendedo Planteout of respectfor religious austerity The augmentatie and generatre
powers of a hairy shootcould have beenan inspirationfor the Plentenamewith its “alundance’
or “fertile' meaning. However, both abhundanceand sexuality were renouncecby the Franciscan
“spirituals' aswell asthe CisterciansFor example,Joachimof Calabria(c1135-1202hadleft the
austereCistercianorderat Corazzoto foundin Fiore andeven morerigorousbranchof the order;
and,thoughthis hadresultedin his denunciatiorasa rengyadeby the CistercianGeneralChapter
hebecameneof themostrespectedeligious gures by thethirteenthcentury Austeresentiments
could have led, by the mid-thirteenthcentury to anincentive to amelioratethe spellingof Plente
to Planteor its dialectequialentPlonte— by sucha revision the names meaningwassanitisedo
“offspring’.

Thereis early evidencefor the Plantsurnamein Somersetjn proximity to the landsof the
Longsfie (Long Sword) descenbf PlanteGenest.n particular RobertPlonteof Saltford(c1280)
wasbetwixta 'Long Sword' insinuationof a "hairy shoot'traditionat Charltonandthe Augustinian
Abbey at Keynsham.KeynshamAbbey, which hada dependenthapelat Charlton,wasvisited by
Edward | in 12760n his way from Bath to Bristol*!; and, RobertPlonte(c1280)hadbeenbailiff
of Maresfeldewhich was apparentlyMarsh eld with its market grantedby the king in 1265to
the Abbot and Corvent of Keynsham. It is aroundherethat the surnamePlenty (a corruptionof
Plenteor Plonte?)is now clusteredthoughit hasnotyetbeenDNA testedwhetherPlentybelongs
to the samemale-linefamily asPlant. Regardlesof suchdetail of possiblegeneticconnectionsit
seemghattherewerecompetingviews hererelatingto phallicinsinuationandthesanctityof human
creation:thereis evidencefor the philanderingnamePlantefoliein Somersetn 1226followed by
Plonteby c1280.

Bawdy sensecould have threatenedo diminish royal gravitas. It seemdikely that senseof
bestialgeneratiorfor Plantagenetvas eventually overcomeby Grossetests'philosophyof godly
creationthoughthis suggestshattherewould have beenanunderstandableéelaybeforePlantagenet
becameacceptablenotleastto the church,asaroyal surname.

RobertGrossetest¢c1175-1253had beenat the royal court and at Oxford, and he became
bishopof Lincoln. He may have beenawarethat, regardlessof of cially-preferred meaningthere
were salaciousconnotationgo the Plante Genestname. He becameeminentfor his scholastic
writings andhe deviseda schemevherebythevegetablesoulwaspoweredby celestialight, raising
its power of generatiorfor exampleto a moregodly status.Whereastherscholasticsat Parisand
Bologna(e.g. St ThomasAquinas),consideredhatman’s vegetablesoulwasbasetthanhis sensory
andintellective souls,Grossetesteonsideredhatthethreesoulswereindivisible. Is it acoincidence
thathe attemptedin thetimesof a “Plant-like namecontrosersy”, to raisethe vegetablesoulto a
moregodly height?It wasin Grossetestetime thatthereis the rst evidencefor thenamespelling
Plenteand, by 1262, thereis the spelling Plante. Putting meaningsof the word plentetogether
with Grossetests'threepowersof the vegetablesoulwe getnutritive generosityalundantgrowth,
andfertile generation.Plentehad meaningsassociatedvith abundanceor fertility andtherewas
anew-life senseo Plantwith its meaning offspring’. The namePlantagenetould have attracted
gossipaboutits connotationsof impregnatinga horseand this may have built its infamy — such
gossipcould have delayedthe names adoptionfor of cial royal purposesntil a cleansegenseof
divine creationcamemoreto the fore. Grossetests'early thirteenth-centungscholasticisnhad a
wideimpacteventually In Middle Englishby thefourteenthcentury thereis referencdo faith, the
Word of God, andgentlenessill beingplantedinto man. The word plant wasevidently becoming
moreassociatedvith God's creationinsteadof justprocreationlt seemghatthe salacioudy-name
Plantefoliehad,by then,diedout.

http://iwww.british-history.ac.uk/report.as p?compid=409 30 reproducesghe article "Houses
of the Augustiancanons: Theabbeg of Keynsham, in A History of the Countyof Someset: Volume2 (Victoria County
Histories,1911),pp. 129-32.In 1272and1277the Abbotis calledRobert.
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Towardsthe endof thefourteenthcentury therewasa scandalvhenJohnof Gauntmarriedhis
mistressKatherineSwynford, not becauséhe had a mistressbut becauséne marriedher Shortly
afterwards,the poetlaureate JohnGower, wrote to Gaunts son,the new Lancastriarking, Henry
V:

My lord, in whomevere yit be foundePite withoutespotof violence
Kepthilke pesalweiwithinnebounde Which god hatheplantedin thi conscience;

Theking is cautionedo keephis pes(peaceor seed?plwayswithin boundsandthereis anempha-
sison plantedconsciencePeasalludesaptly to his seed:the broomplanthashairy pea-like pods.
It seemghat attemptsto cleansethe meaningof plant, in connectionwith PlanteGeness royal
descendantsyere continuingandit may be for similar reasonghatthe spelling Plaintwasused,
apparentlyinsteadof Plenteor Plante,for a witnessrelatingto a child of HenryIV' s step-mother
KatherineSwynford. Plainthastheinnocentmeaning petition' which would avoid ary embarrass-
mentsthatmightotherwisehave arisenfrom the meaningsfertile’ or “offspring' of Plenteor Plante
in of cial proceedingsurroundinghe Swynfordscandal.

A few decadesater, Richardduke of York adopted'Plantaginet’asaroyal surname By then,
it seemghat the needto emphasiséis centuries-oldineagewas more importantthan avoiding
the echoesof an earlierbavdy senseto the name. Moreover, reassertindnis virility, in a hairy
shoottradition, may have matteredio Richard: therewererumoursthat Richardwasnot the true
fatherof EdwardIV and,in 1483,Dominic Marcini allegedthatEdward's motherhadconfessedo
this. Edward IV of the “Plantagenet'™Houseof York cameto take over the cronn in the wake of
allegationsof the cowardice,weaknes@ndnavety, andthenthe madnes®f therival Lancastrian
king, Henry VI. The Plantagenehameembodieda senseof a more virile generatie renaval as
well asimplying thatthe Houseof York haddescendedik e thatof Lancasterfrom Geffrey Plante
Genestanassertedorefatherof somethreehundredyearsearlier Therewasalsoby thenagrowing
senseof God's planting of faith and intellectinto manto counteran earlier problem of bavdy
insinuation.

The Plantagenesurnamehassincecometo be usedfreely, for the whole dynasty with little
concernasto why thereis a lack of evidencefor its early of cial use. A graspof developing
connotation®f man's generatiorand God's creationseemskey to understandingvhy therewas
afalteringanddelayedacceptancef this royal surnamegandthe early evidencefor somesimilar
names- suchasPlantepilosaPlantefolie PlenteandPlant— helpsto illuminate the explanation.



