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THE LIKELY TRANSMISSION OF A SURNAME CULTURE FROM MEDIEVAL FRANCE TO ENGLAND

ThenicknamePlanteGenestof Geffrey, countof Anjou is generallytakento have inspiredPlantagenet
even thoughthis is not in evidenceas a royal surnameuntil threehundredyearsafter his death. In the
interveningyears,it seemsthatthePlantsurnamecouldhavebeenin�uencedby Geffrey'sfame.ThisChapter
outlinessomeinformationfor countGeffrey andhisillegitimatedescendantswhomayhavehelpedto transmit
thecultureof hisnicknameto theformativePlantsurnamefor which therewasalsoa likely Welshin�uence,
giving it an `offspring' meaning. More generally, Plant-like namessuchas Plantapilosa,PlanteGenest,
Plantefolie,PlenteandPlantecanbe relatedto a `growing shoot' metaphor, to which a bawdy sensecan
beattachedwhich, in particular, mayhave delayedtheadoptionof Plantagenetasanof�cial royal surname.
Thiswaseventuallyovercome,it seems,by adevelopingphilosophyof sacredcreationcompetingwith baser
generationasis evidencedby RobertGrosseteste's thirteenth-centuryefforts to elevatethevegetablesoul to
divinestatusin oppositionto someothers'views.

32.1 Senseto the Plantagenetsurname

Mostpeoplewho have consideredoriginsfor Plantagenethave ignoreda traditionof similar Plant-
likenamesthoughthatcontext leadsto furtherinsightsfor themeaningof thePlantagenetsurname.
In the�rst centuryAD, JuliusPlantais recordedin theItalianAlps thoughit is notuntil thethirteenth
centurythat thereis evidencefor thenobleSwissPlantafamily. By that time BernardPlantevelu
hadfoundeda new Duchyof Aquitainein what is now SW Franceand,just to thenorth,Geffrey
PlanteGenestin thetwelfth centuryhadgerminatedtheshootsof theAngevin Empire.

ThePlantagenetnameis oftenincorrectlyappliedasthoughit werethesurnameof all (or many)
of theEnglishkingsthroughoutthe350yearsfrom PlanteGenest'ssonHenryII to RichardIII. John
Gillingham(2001)1 redressesthiswith:

But althoughHenryII' s fatherCountGeoffrey wasknown asPlantagenetit wasnotuntil
the�fteenth centurythatthis termcameto beusedasa family name,...

He thencontinues:

... andfor thestorythat thenamecamefrom thesprigof broom(PlantaGenista)thathe
likedto wearin his hatto beput into writing wehave to wait until thenineteenthcentury.

This is wrongin sofarasit wasnotaslateasthenineteenthcentury– two centuriessooner, in 1605,
William Camdenhadwritten of PlanteGenestthat he wasso calledbecausèhe ware commonly
a broom-stalkin his bonnet'. Evenso,eventhoughthestoryof a broomstalk in Geffrey's bonnet
can be tracedback to 1605, this is still long after the �rst evidencein the 1170sfor Geffrey's
Plantegenestnickname.

1JohnGillingham,TheAngevin Empire, SecondEdition (London,2001),p 3.
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12 CHAPTER32. GEOFFREYPLANTAGENET: SURNAME INSPIRER

TheEncyclopediaBritannica(2000version)makessimilar pointsto thoseof JohnGillingham
thoughit creditsa differentstory of how Geffrey's nicknamecould have originated. It mentions
thesprig-wearingstorybut thenliberally opinesthat it considersa huntingexplanationto bemore
likely:

Although well established,the surnamePlantagenethas little historical justi�cation. It
seemsto have originatedasa nicknamefor CountGeffrey andhasbeenvariouslyexplained
as referring to his practiceof wearinga sprig of broom (Latin genista) in his hat or, more
probably, to his habitof plantingbroomsto improve his huntingcovers. It wasnot, however,
a hereditarysurname,andGeoffrey's descendantsin Englandremainedwithout onefor more
than250years,althoughsurnamesbecameuniversaloutsidetheroyal family. ... The �rst of-
�cial useof the surnamePlantagenetby any descendantof CountGeffrey occurredin 1460,
whenRichard,Dukeof York, claimedthethroneas“RichardPlantaginet”.

A huntingexplanationfor the nameis given shortshrift, however, in the CompletePeerage2.
which favoursthetraditionalstorythatGeffrey worea `sprigof broom' in hishat:

Mrs GreensaysthatGeoffrey wassocalled“from hisloveof huntingoverheathandbroom”
(HenryII, p. 6). Thismaybededucedfrom Wace(loc. cit,):

E al contreGeffrei sonfrere,
Quel'en clamontPlanteGenest,
Qui mult amoutboise forest.

However, it is morelikely thatGeoffrey's loveof woodandforestwasinsertedfor thepurpose
of rime thanasanexplanationof hisnickname.

In spiteof theopinionof theEncyclopediaBritannica,its huntingexplanationseemsdubious.
Instead,wemightconsideranelaborationof themoretraditionalstory:by wearingasprigof broom
in his hat Geffrey could have beenreinforcingthathis nicknamePlantegenestwasan echoof his
conqueringpredecessor'sname– Plantevelu. Plantevelumeansa`hairyshoot'andasprigof broom,
which is one,could have recalledPlantevelu's tradition of winning a new duchy. Plantevelu had
foundedanew Duchyof AquitaineandPlantegenestconqueredtheDuchyof Normandy. Geffrey's
love of woodandforest,in Wace's contemporarypoem,maynot have alludedsomuchto hunting
as to a love of augmentinghis lands: the sprig of broom in his hat had a vegetablesoul which
empoweredamanwith augmentation.

32.2 GeffreyPlanteGenest:germinator of an Empir eand a surname

There is little doubt that the nickname,PlanteGenest,means`sprig of broom' and this recalls
the`hairy shoot' meaningof thenameof theninth-centuryfounderof a new Duchyof Aquitaine,
BernardPlantevelu. Theassociated̀renewal metaphor'givesriseto thesamesemanticsystemfor
Plant, thoughthe meaningof the Plant surnameis perhapsbestnarrowed to `offspring': this is
discussedfurtherlaterin this Chapter. First, thisChapteroutlinestheroleof Geffrey PlanteGenest
in germinatinganEmpireandthis is followedby evidencethata cultural in�uence from his name
ledon �rst to thePlantsurnameandtheneventuallyto theroyal Plantagenetsurname.

Geffrey PlanteGenest's father, Fulk V, count of Anjou had co-operatedwith the English-
Normanking, Henry I to form a strategy. To prevent a France-Flanders-Anjouallianceagainst
England,theEnglish-Normanking, HenryI, arrangedfor his only legitimatesonWilliam to marry
Fulk V' s daughterMatilda. However, William wasdrowned in the White Ship disasterin 1120,
soin 1127Henryarrangedinsteadfor his daughter, anotherMatilda, to marryFulk's sonandheir,
Geffrey PlanteGenest.This union led on to a powerful Empirewhich lastedfor threecenturies
thoughit becamemuchreducedin extentfor mostof its history.

In view of his relevance,thenext sectionoutlinessomedetailedinformationaboutGeffrey.

2CompletePeerage,VolumeXI Appendices,p. 141.
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32.2.1 John of Marmoutier' s biography of GeffreyPlanteGenest

About 1170,Johnof Marmoutierwrotea highly laudatoryandsometimes�orid biographyof Gef-
frey PlanteGenest,with theintentionof pleasingGeffrey's son,HenryII. A translationappearsin
ThePlantagenetChronicles3, andthefollowing is abrief précisof someextracts.

Not only wasGeffrey unusuallyskilledatwarfare:it waswith outstandingcompetencethat
hereturnedtheprincipality to peaceandhis peopleto a quiet life. He wasexceptionallywell
educated,generousto all, tall in stature,handsomeandred-headed,the fatherof his country
andthescourgeof pride. Gentleandgracious,hehadthekindestsoul;clementto his citizens,
heboreoffencesandinjurieswith equanimity. Suchwashisgoodnessandgenerositythatthose
whomhehadsubduedby force,heovercameratherby hismercy asI will relatein thefollowing
narrative.

Whenhe turned�fteen, in 1128,Geffrey wasendinghis boyhood,blooming in the �rst
�o wer of youth. His celebratednamereachedtheearsof thatmostgloriousking, Henry I of
England. The king waswell awarethat the youngman's forefathersweredistinguishedand
sprungfrom ancientstock,upright in their customsandskilled in theartsof war. Hearingthat
theyouthwasno exceptionto this, theking decidedto join his only daughterMatilda, widow
of EmperorHenryV, to theyoungmanin lawful matrimony.

Heraldswerethereforedispatchedto makepetitionsto youngGeffrey'sfather, Fulk V, count
of Anjou. On theking's instruction,thecountagreedto sendhis sonto beknightedamidregal
festivalsatRouen[in Normandy].

Thefollowing Whitsun,Geffrey enteredthehall of theroyal palacesurroundedby his own
menandtheking's. Theking, whowasaccustomedto standfor nobody, roseandwentto meet
him andgavehim a little kissasthoughhewerehisson.Theking, whoseprofoundadmiration
grew at every moment,wasdelightedwith theyouth's senseandhis repliesandso thewhole
daywasspentin rejoicingandexultation.

The next day, the horsesweredrawn up. To the Angevin, a Spanishhorsewasled, mar-
vellouslybedeckedandreputedto outstripmany birdsasit ran. Thatday, our youngsoldier,
whowasto bethenew �o werof knighthood,wascompletelydevotedto thepracticeof military
gamesandto attendingto theglory of thebody. For no lessthansevendays,themagni�cent
celebrationof the�rst campaignof knighthoodcontinuedatcourt.

EightdaysafterWhitsun,King HenryI of Englandsetout from Rouenwith Fulk'ssonand
his daughterandarrivedin Le Mans[in Maine,belongingto Anjou]. Fromdifferentquarters,
they assembledfor theserviceof nuptial sacrament.Both consentedandeachpromisedtheir
faith to theother, andsolemnMassesblessingtheirmarriagewerecelebrated.For threeweeks,
themarriagewascelebratedwithout abreakand,whenit wasover, nooneleft without agift.

Count Fulk of Anjou returnedwith the coupleto Angers. The new lord and lady were
receivedby priestandpeoplewith solemndances.

Oncehis fatherhadbeenelevatedto thekingdomof Jerusalem,CountGeffrey devotedhis
time to featsof armsandstrovefor honour.

Beforelong, a day wasnamedfor a tournamentto be held betweenthe Normansandthe
Bretonsonasandyhill pastureatMont-Saint-Michel.WhenGeffrey saw thattheBretontroops
werefew, he broke away from the multitudeandofferedhis servicesto them. The company
assembledandthelinesjoinedbattle.Saddleswereemptiedandhorsemen�ung to theground.
Geffrey soughtout andattacked his enemiesand,hurling lancesandbrandishinghis sword,
he deprived many of their lives. The Bretonspursuedtheir hopeof victory, with the count
leadingthe way. The Angevin pressedon more ferociousthan the lion; the Bretonphalanx
pushedforward. Themajority weredefeatedby thefew andtheNormans,disheartenedby the
unexpectedconfusion,proposedsinglecombatto theBretons.

Whentalk of the tournamentspreadbeyond the sea,a Saxonsoldierof enormousstature
arrivedgiving theNormanscon�denceto assumevictory. The SaxontauntedtheBretonline
anddaredthemto namea manto meethim in individual combat.Geffrey yelled ferociously
and, refusingto suffer the taunts,rodeforward on his horse. The �ght washard: that man,
whoseforcewassuperhuman,hada lancelike a beamandwhenheattacked theAngevin, he
piercedthecount'sshieldandcuirass,notwithoutspilling muchblood.But ourheroremained

3ThePlantagenetChronicles, GeneralEditorElizabethHallam,(TigerBooks,London,1995),pps43-64.
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immovable,asthoughrootedto his horse,andhetrans�xedhis assailantby hurlinghis javelin.
Then,standingoverhis impaledadversary, hebeheadedhim with his sword.

Geffrey enjoyed huntingwhenhe could afford the time. On this particularoccasion,the
counthurriesto anticipatethewinding,circling pathsof hisalmostrunawaydogs,andalthough
hebelieveshimself to benearerhis companionsthanto his dogs,heis in factfurtheraway. At
last,asthesunwashasteningto closetheday, hecaughtsightof apeasantamidtheundergrowth
of a coppice.Geffrey greetedthemankindly andaskedhim, `Canyou tell me,my goodman,
if you know a roadwhich leadsto thecastleat Loches?' `Master', saidthepeasant,'if I stop
work, I perishandmy family with me.' Geffry replied,`I will payfor thepriceof your journey.'
Thepeasantagreedandthecountgratefullyembracedhim andbadehim sit behindonhishorse.
Thecountstrikesupafriendly conversationwith thepeasantandasks,̀ Whatdomensayof our
count?'Theotheranswered,̀As for thecount,weneithersaynorfeelanythingbadof him. But
asfor us, lord, we suffer many enemiesof whomhe is unaware.' `Then', saidthecount,`tell
memoreabouttheseenemies.For, whenthetime is ripe, I will not besilentbeforethecount.'
`Lord, ouroppressorsarethereeves,bailiffs andotherservantsof our lord thecount.Whenever
he comesto oneof his castles,his servantsseizegoodson credit. Thenlord, pitiful to relate,
they eithertotally deny owing anything or they deferpaymentuntil their creditorsareglad to
accepthalf of what is owed.' Thenour wiseherosaid,smiling to thepeasant,̀But they have
fertile landfor nothing.Peace,peace.But it is not peacewhenthelandis sobadlydevastated
by domesticenemies.Vengeanceis mineandI will bring retributionon thembeforelong. Tell
memoreandkeepnothingback.Would that thecount(andherehespoke of himself)knew of
theirmisdeeds.'

Meanwhile,in his court, eachmanasked theothersof Geffrey's whereaboutsandno one
repliedwith goodnews. With terri�ed eyeson theroadby which hewasaccustomedto return
from theforest,oneandall hungmotionlesswhensuddenlythelongedfor �gure arrives.

Thenthe peasantrealisedwhoseguidehe hadbeen. Convincedhe could no longercling
to thecount'sback,hesuddenlytried to jump off to theground.Thecountheldhim backand
saidwith a smile, `So,oughtI to dispenseof my guidethroughwhoseassistanceI have been
broughtbackto my people?That will not do.' And with the crowd �ocking roundall sides,
thepeasantwasbornehigh on thecount's horse,whetherhe liked it or not. Thepeasantwas
honouredwith the mostsumptuousdishesof food. Whenthe counthadreturnedfrom Mass
thenext day, heorderedhisguideto besummonedandsaid,`I freeyouandyourheirsfrom all
exactionsandservicesandI ordainthatyou bea freeman.' Having saidthis, thecountordered
themanbeescortedbackto hisown parts.

In 1132,in thefourthyearsincetheaforesaidmarriageof Geffrey andMatilda,his �rst son,
Henrywasborn. He wasthe futureKing HenryII of England.In the �fth year, Geoffrey was
bornandin thesixth yearWilliam.

Johnof Marmoutiergoeson to give, amongstother things, an idealisedaccountof Geffrey
PlanteGenest's conquestof Normandy(1142-4)which suggests– inaccurately– that the count's
progresswasmetwith moreenthusiasmthanhostility in theduchy.

32.2.2 PlanteGenest's conquestof Normandy

Theplantingof theAngevin Empirebeganwith Geffrey's conquestof Normandy. Thetwo chron-
iclers bestplacedto observe theeventsin NormandywereOrdericVitalis andRobertof Toringi;
bothcommentedon thescaleof theinvasionand,in Orderic's casetheferocityof the�ghting 4.

In 1128,King Baldwin II of JerusalemconsultedLouis VI of Franceabouta suitorto wed
his heiressdaughterandto becomeheir to thekingdomof Jerusalem:they choseFulk V, count
of Anjou.

That sameyear, Fulk's son – Geffrey PlanteGenest– soonto becomecount of Anjou,
marriedthe haughtyEmpressMatilda, daughterand designatedheiressof Henry I, king of
Englandandduke of Normandy. Henry I therebyagreedthat Geffrey andMatilda andtheir
heirs shouldinherit the throneof England. However, he ill-preparedthe way for them and

4JohnGillingham,TheAngevin Empire, SecondEdition (London,2001),p. 13.
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Matilda's cousinStephenof Blois seizedthecrown whenHenryI diedin 1135.Over thenext
19years,thehousesof Anjou andBlois foughtfor controlof EnglandandNormandy.

Uponhearingof Henry I' s death(Nov. 1135)Geffrey PlanteGenestsenthis wife Matilda
from Anjou andMaine to Normandyto take possessionof her rights. Geffrey andhis troops
followedsomedistancebehind.This gave thema footholdin southernNormandythoughGef-
frey hadto returnto quasharebellionby Robertof Sabĺe, themostpowerful baronin thenorth
eastof Anjou. Theimpetuswashencelost to Stephenwhohadtakenadvantageof his proxim-
ity to Englandto beanointedking on 22 Dec.1135,therebygiving him leveragealsoover the
Normanbaronswho typically heldlandsin bothNormandyandEngland.

It wasnot until Sep.1136thatGeffrey wasfreeto invadeNormandyagain.Stephen,how-
ever, hadnot taken the opportunityuntil the summerto restoreorder in Normandy, leaving
Geffrey with groundsfor cautioushope.Geffrey mustereda largearmyandhadattractedpow-
erful allies including the duke of Aquitaine; andhe drove northwardsas far asLisieux; but
Stephenwasspareddefeatby two strokesof goodfortune. First, Geffrey waswoundedin the
foot andhadto betakenbackonalitter to Anjou. Secondly, anoutbreakof diarrhoeadevastated
theAngevin army.

By thetimeGeffrey wasreadyto makeanotherattempt,Stephenhadarrivedin Normandy.
Thecampaignof 1137endedin aconfusedstalemate.

Geffrey's next invasionwasin June1138. By that time, Geffrey hadpersuadedRobertof
Gloucesterto switch to his sidefrom Stephen's,meaningthathehadgainedsuchstrongholds
asCaenandBayeuxwithout a �ght. But Stephen's positionremainedstrongandit became
clearthatGeffrey andMatildawould needto challengeStephen'sauthorityin England,if only
to defendRobertof Gloucester'spossessionsthere.

So, in 1139, Matilda and Robertcrossedthe Channelwhile Geffrey stayedto maintain
pressurein Normandy. The captureof Stephenat the battle of Lincoln (2 Feb. 1141) was
immediatelyfollowedby thecollapseof hisauthorityin Normandy, andby April 1141Geffrey
wasin controlof almostall of theduchywestof theSeineandeastof a line betweenBayeux
and Domfront. Geffrey held on to his gainsin Normandy, but Matilda's arroganceand her
inability to bemagnanimousin victory meantthatby September1141shehadlost hergainsin
England.

Geffrey refusedto go to Englandbut senthis 9 year old eldestson Henry in his place.
This marked a rede�nition of roles, with Geffrey effectively giving up his right to become
king of England.He remainedconcentratedon Normandy. In 1142heoverrantheAvranchin
andMortain. In 1143hecompletedtheconquestof westernNormandyandlaunchedhis �rst
attacksacrosstheSeine.In 1144thetraditionalducalcapital,Rouen,surrenderedandGeffrey
hadhimself investedasduke. In returnfor Gisorshe obtainedthe assistanceof Louis VII of
Franceand,whenArquesfell in 1145,thereremainedno doubtthatDuke Geffrey wasmaster
of Normandy.

Evenso,hemadeno effort to conquerEngland,remaininga safedistancefrom his wife's
problemsthere. Insteadhe concentratedon securinghis positionaroundAnjou, quashinga
rebellionby hisyoungerbrotherHelie,whohaddemandedtheright to Maine.After a four year
strugglehe invokedthefury of Louis VII by capturingandimprisoningGeraldBerlay, lord of
Montreuil-Bellayon thesouthernbordersof Anjou.

In thiscontext of overridingconcernfor Anjou, Geffrey transferredNormandyto hiseldest
sonHenryin 1150though,in practice,hecontinuedto playadominantrole in Normanaffairs.
Thisnominaltransferwasto preparethewayfor hisheir. A charterof 1145impliesthatGeffrey
hadenvisagedHenry's successionin Anjou aswell, thoughhe appearsto have beenhaving
secondthoughtsaboutthatby 1150. However, accordingto a story �rst told in the1190s,the
dying Geffrey decidedin Sep.1151to leave both NormandyandAnjou to his sonHenry on
conditionthatHenrytransferredAnjou to his youngerbrotherGeoffrey uponhaving usedthis
strongbaseto wrestEnglandfrom Stephen.

32.2.3 PlanteGenest's demise:a powerful vine

PlanteGenestdied suddenlyon 7 Sep.1151,agedforty-one. Accordingto Johnof Mar-
moutier, hewasreturningfrom a royal councilwhenhewasstrickenwith fever. He arrivedat
Château-du-Loir, collapsedon a couch,madebequestsof gifts andcharities,anddied. He was
buriedat St Julien's in Le Mans.
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A further unexpectedtwist wasthe divorceof Louis VII' s wife, Eleanorof Aquitaine,in
March1152,andherremarriageto PlanteGenest'sheirHenry.

In January1153Henryboldly crossedthechannelto England.As a �nal twist, Stephen's
sonEustacediedunexpectedlyin theAugustand,in theNovember, Stephenformally gave up
the strugglefor his own family at the treatyof Winchester. Henry succeededto the English
crown whenStephendiedin October1154.

To summarise,theaggregationof theAngevin Empirestemmedlargely from themarriageand
campaignsof Geffrey PlanteGenest(1128-51).Geffrey's father, Fulk V, haddiedin 1143and,by
1144,Geffrey hadaddedtheDuchyof Normandyto his possessionsaroundAnjou. Thenin 1152
his eldestsonandsuccessor, HenryFitz Empress,acquiredAquitaineby marriage,alsobecoming
king of Englandin 1154in culminationof his parents'battlesagainstStephen.Henry thenfailed
to honourhisoathto his fatherandkeptAnjou to himselfasa bridgebetweenhis wife's Aquitaine
to thesouthandNormandyandEnglandto thenorth. An endto this matterwassealedwhenthe
counter-claim of Henry's youngerbrotherGeoffrey diedwith him in 1158.

The scholasticsbelieved that the vegetablesoul of a hairy shoothadpowersof augmentation
andgeneration– it hadgivenPlanteGenestthepower not only to augmentAngevin landsbut also
to fatherthe mostpowerful king in WesternEurope,Henry II. This offshoot of PlanteGenest's
gallantrygrew. It led on to a powerful dynasty, albeit that its prestigewasdiminishedin 1202-4
whenHenry's youngestson,king John,lost Anjou, Normandyandmuchof Poitrou(thenorthern
part of the Duchy of Aquitaine). Thereafterthe dynastybecamemore �rmly basedin England,
makingjust occasionalvisits to Gascony, thesouthernpartof Aquitaine.PlanteGenesthadseeded
a royal vine and,thoughit soonlost its rootsin its Angevin homeland,it rami�ed anew in England
whereit clungon to thethronefor a furtherthreecenturies.

32.2.4 Riseand fall of the Angevin Empire

TheAngevin Empire(Figure32.1)wasnot fully realiseduntil the timesof PlanteGenest's eldest
son,Henry II king of England,but it wasPlanteGenestwho hadpreparedthe way. Henry II' s
empireonly lastedin its full extentfor �fty years(1154-1204)thoughEnglishtiesto Gascony (the
southernpartof Aquitaine)survived for another250yearsandwereespeciallystrongto thetowns
of BordeauxandBayonne.

Thetwo mostcloselylinkedprovincesof theAngevin Empire– EnglandandNormandy– were
split apartin thedéb̂acleof 1203whichowedmostto thepersonalambitionsandweaknessesof the
FrenchandEnglishkings– Philip andJohn.Philip wastheablesonandsuccessorof Louis VII of
Francewhile king Johnwastheyoungestsonof king Henry II. Philip, with his baseat Paris,was
lessinterestedin remotepartsand,asa result,the two provincesof theAngevin Empirewith the
weakestfamily ties- EnglandandGascony - stayedtogetherthelongest.

The towns tendedto remainmost loyal longestto the Angevins (i.e. to the so-called`Planta-
genet'family) andit wasnot until thefall of La Rochellein 1224that therealendto theAngevin
Empirewasmarkedwith theremoval of all hopeof regainingthehomelandof Anjou by sea.It was
not until 1259,however, thatJohn's son,HenryIII, formally relinquishedhis claimsto Normandy,
Maine,Anjou andTouraine.Theloyalty of BordeauxandBayonnein 1224keptHughof Lusignan
atbayandsoensuredthesurvival of EnglishGascony. Thisloyalty mayhavestemmedlargely from
the bene�ts of businessin trade. The Atlantic searoutehuggingthe westernandnorth-western
coastsof Francewasavital life-force in thatconnection.

32.2.5 The Angevin Empire asa cultural context for Plant-lik enames

Apart from a communicationof ideasby tradeandapartfrom particularfamily interests,thereis
little evidencefor a commoncultureto theAngevin Empire. It maywell bethata spreadof Plant-
like namesto Englandwasassociatedwith the culturessurroundingPlanteGenest's closefamily
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Figure32.1: Travelsof the itinerantroyal court beforethe fall of theAngevin Empire(afterJohn
Gillingham,2001)
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membersthemselves. Thoughthereis little evidencefor the Plantagenetnamebeforethe mid-
�fteenth century, Plant-like nameshadarisenin Englandby the thirteenthcenturycloseto Plante
Genest's illegitimatedescendants.

ThePlantsurname,it would appear, couldhave formedaroundthetimeswhenmostsurnames
wereforming in southernEnglandandEastAnglia. Claimsof earlieroriginsof thePlantsurname,
beforethethirteenthcentury, arejust speculation.Therehave been�ctional accountsof anearlier
origin to thenamePlantain England5 but this maybesetasidesothatwe canrestrictourselvesto
anarrative thatis morecrediblefor beingbasedon well establishedfacts.

Restrictingthenarrative to surviving evidencethrows up a needfor a differentnoteof caution
however. Theremay be missingevidencewhich, if it had beenavailable, would have given a
fuller picturethanthat given by the extant evidence.Therearesigni�cantly morerecordsfor the
Angevin Empireafter1199thanbefore,includingnew typesof evidence;andsothereis adangerof
incorrectlypresumingthatsimilarnamesto Plantdid notexist beforethenwhenthismaybea false
impressionarisingfrom thefact thateitherno recordwaskeptor nonehassurvived. Similarly, the
evidencemaybemisleadinglyskewedtowardsEngland,sincethereis signi�cantly moreevidence,
bothchronicleandrecordevidence,for Englandthanfor any otherpartof theAngevin dominions.
That said,thesurvivingevidenceindicatesthat thePlantsurnameoriginatedin thirteenth-century
Englandin proximity to someillegitimatedescendantsof Geffrey PlanteGenest.

ThenamesPlantevelu, PlanteGenestandPlantcanbeassociatedwith a `growing shootof re-
newal' metaphor. This metaphor�ts neatlyinto thecultureof the troubadoursat the southof the
Angevin Empire,andthis in�uence evidently cameparticularlyto thefore for Englishroyalty with
the marriageof Henry II to Eleanorof Aquitaine. The troubadourculturewasmorewidespread
than the southernextremitiesof the Angevin Empirehowever, and it canbe ascribedto a much
earlierMoorish in�uence spreadingthroughthe samecultural world asthe Angevin Empire's ri-
vals in Toulouse,MarseillesandBarcelona.The FrenchsurnamePlanteis found in that cultural
region thoughit is notasyet clearwhetherthatsurnamehadits rootsin theSwissandItalianname
PlantatransportedalongtheMediterraneancoastor whetherit relatedsomehow to theEnglishsur-
namePlant. That said,we might considera suppositionthat the EnglishPlantsurnamederived
from a northwardspreadalongtheAngevin Empire's Atlantic coastof a culturefor suchnamesas
Plantevelu andPlanteGenest.

The reasoningis hencethat therewas a developmentof the `hairy shoot' metaphorthrough
PlanteveluandthenPlanteGenestandthento theEnglishPlantsurname.It seemsthattheAngevin
Empireplayedits partin transmittingatroubadoursenseof renewing life' s �esh by ashoot(planta).
However, it seemsthat this `renewal' metaphorwasmorewidespreadthanjust oneregion of the
Angevin Empire:similarsenseis foundalsoin theWelshwordplantwith its `offspring' meaning.

Evidencefor thedevelopmentof an`offspring' meaningfor plant from its `shoot'or `offshoot'
meaningis particularly strongin Waleswherethereis also the verb planta with the functional
meaning̀ to begetchildren'. Looking at it anotherway, we canchoosebetweentwo qualiaroles–
oneof function,theotherof origins– andsowe canconsidereitherthefunctionof an`establisher
shoot' or the origins of an `offspring'. Both a tradition of Plant-like namesfrom Franceandthe
Welshliteral meanings�t with a `shoot' metaphorfor the renewal of life in connectionwith the
wordplantandsomeassociatednames.

32.3 Royal government and early Plant-lik enames

The fameof PlanteGenest,who germinatedtheAngevin Empireasa family concern,apparently
livedonin thecultureof his illegitimateoffspring.TheWarenneearlsfor examplewereillegitimate
descendantsof PlanteGenestandthey hadconnectionsto Walesproviding a connectionto both
the PlanteGenestandWelshtraditions– eitheror both of thesecould have sprungthe senseof a

5MichaelBaigent,RichardLeighandHenryLincoln (1996)TheHoly BloodandtheHoly Grail.
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`growing shoot' or `offspring' for the nearbyPlantsurname.A `shootof renewal' metaphorcan
ultimatelybeextendedto sensein thegerminationof offspringor thegenerationof productsasis
still evident for themeaningof theword plant in its industrialsense.This is aninstanceof theso-
called`Creationis Birth' metaphor, which is foundin many cultures,andsowecansayfor example
thatGeffrey PlanteGenest̀plantedtheseedsof' or `fathered'anew Empire,ratherasanindustrial
plantcreatesa product. In particular, a culturefrom thePlanteGenestnicknamecouldhave been
transmittedto theearlyby-namesPlente,PlantinandPlauntegenet,aswill beoutlinedbelow.

Thelegitimatedescentof Geffrey PlanteGenestincludedadynastyof kings.Sincetheitinerant
king was normally absentfrom any given province, the work of organisingand directing local
administrationhadto be undertaken by somebodyelse,to checkthe accountsof the prévôts and
baillis. Whenever possible,most rulers seemedto have preferredto usemembersof their own
family for this. For example,HenryII appointedhissonGeoffrey as`Seneschallof Brittany'.

Oneof the king's greatestpowerswasthe right to arrangeor sell the marriagesof under-age
heiressesandwidows. In 1164,king HenryII arrangedfor his illegitimatehalf-brotherHamelinto
marry oneof the richestheiressesin England,the widowed Isabelde Warenne.Hamelinandhis
heirstherebybecametheWarenneearlsof Surrey with widespreadlandsin England.

Oneaspectof theauthorityof thecrown wasa specialjurisdictionaroundthe itinerantking's
person.Twelve miles aroundthe royal personwasthe verge,an areawhereordinarylocal courts
did not have jurisdiction andwherejusticewasdonethroughthe courtsof the royal household.
The sizeof the itinerantroyal householdvariedbut it wastypically around500. The sizesof the
householdsof thegreatestmagnates,suchastheWarenneearlof Surrey, wasunlikely to exceedtwo
or threehundred.Theroyal householdissuedinstructionsto theChanceryandtheExchequer. The
CloseRollsandPatentRollsrelateto suchmattersaslandconveyanceasrecordedby theChancery;
whereasthePipeRollsrecordtheannualaccountsrenderedby thecountysheriffs to theExchequer,
whichwasresponsiblefor collectingroyal revenue.

32.3.1 Plente,Plantin and Plauntegenet:possiblesurnameprecursors

In 1219[3 HenryIII PipeRolls]PeterHaliwell' andRadulphusPlenteoversaw £233s4dfor Oxford
castleand65sfor theking's dwelling [Woodstockpalace]outsidethetown. Theroleof Radulphus
Plenteis not clear but he may have beena bailiff underthe sheriff of Oxfordshire. Radulphus
is mentionedin 1230-1in A cartulary of the Hospitalsof St John the baptist6. As a bailiff, he
couldhave originatedfrom elsewherebeforehis appointment:in 1180,Englishoutsidershadbeen
amongstthoseusedfor thebaillis of Normandy, suchasRichardof Cardiff andGeoffrey of Ripon.
By 1200,therewereabout25 baillis in theDuchyof Normandyat any onetime. In England,each
countyor pair of countieshada sheriff andundersheriff anda numberof clerks; therewere in
additionbailiffs andsub-bailiffs.

In theCloseRolls of 1254,1258and1268,therearerecordsof a RogerPlantin or Plantynor
Planteng'aswell asin thePatentRolls of 1258. RogerPlantinheld landsin Norfolk andwasthe
serjentor butler of RogerBigod,earlof Norfolk makinghim oneof theearl's seniorof�cials. The
earlof Norfolk, RogerBigod,hadfamily tiesto descendantsof PlanteGenestandhewasin�uential
in theking's council

Theking'scouncilconsistedof theland'sgreatestmagnates:bishops,earlsandbarons.In 1237,
for example,theyoungWarenneearlof Surrey joinedthecouncil. A particularlystormymeeting
in 1258is known astheProvisionsof Oxford. Theearlof Norfolk took theleadin demandingthe
removal fromfavourof theLusignansandotherforeignersthoughhishalf-brother, theearlWarenne,
hadbeenheartbrokenwhenhiswife Alice Lusignanhaddiedin 1256.Theearlof Norfolk'sbrother,
Hugh Bigod, was appointedJusticiarof Englandand he conductedextensive investigationsinto
allegationsof corruptionin local andcentralgovernment.Therewasanimositybetweentheking's
brotherRichard,earl of Cornwall andbrother-in-law Simonde Montfort aboutthe inheritanceof

6ed.H.E. Slater(1914)in OxfordHistoricalSocietyPublications,68, p. 202.
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thePembrokeestates.Theseestateswill bementionedagainlater. Theanimositysurroundingthem
eventuallyled on to theBattleof Lewes(1264)at which SimondeMontfort capturedtheking and
Richard,earlof Cornwall. Thecon�ict is known astheBaronsWar. Thetableswereturnedat the
Battleof Evesham(1265)atwhichSimonwasobscenelymutilatedandkilled.

After theBaronsWar, in 1266[51 HenryIII CloseRolls20December],aninstructionwasgiven
at Woodstock[nearOxford] to two peopleto carrytheking's garderobe.Theinstructionwasgiven
in thenameof theking by 35 namedpeopleincludinga Galfrido Plauntegenet. ThoughGalfrido's
genealogyis unknown, this is rareevidencefor the early useof the Plantagenetname. Galfrido
wasapparentlyoneof the sergeants-at-armsof the itinerantroyal household.A list of the king's
householdin the1330sincludes26 sergeants-at-armsand20 carters,for example.

32.3.2 The possibility of a Warennetransmissionof the PlanteGenestculture

Recentevidencesuggeststhat someof the medieval migrationsof the Plant family could have
beenassociatedwith WarennelandsandtheculturethatengulfedearlyPlant-like namesmayhave
overlappedpartly with the culture of PlanteGenest's Warennedescendants.Thereare hints of
playfulnesswith theWarennenamein thattheearl's stewardin the1260swascalledJohnla Ware;
and, on the fourteenth-centurysealof the earl JohnWarenne,therewas a visual pun of rabbits
in their warren. Theremay have beensimilar playfulnesswith the Plantegenestnickname: the
earlBigod's butler aroundthe1260swascalledPlanteng'or Plantin. Thereis earlierevidencefor
anotherPlant-like name:

Plente. As well asthe aforementionedevidencefor RadulphusPlentein associationwith the burbhoteof
Oxford, thereis alsoin 1219mentionof William Plentein Kent;and,in 1230,SimonPlenteat York.

Wemayconsiderwhetherthemeaning̀ abundant'or `fertile' of thenamePlenteechoedasense
of fertile growth for the `hairy broomshoot'. It is not clearwhetherthePlentenamewasclosely
associatedwith theWarenneearls.However, thepossibilitycanbeentertainedthatthePlentename
formedwithin therangeof in�uence of aPlanteGenestculturetransmittedby theWarennes.

The DNA evidenceindicatesthat Plant is a single-family nameandits early widespreaddis-
tribution may have derived from the travels of an earlierPlentefamily. It canbe addedthat the
distribution of the early Plentename,whetherit belongedto a single family or not, was within
rangeof thetravelsof theWarenneearlswith their PlanteGenestancestry:

Warenne. The travels of the Warenneearl William (1166-1240)can be exempli�ed as follows. On 30
November1206he wasdirectedto escorttheKing of Scotsto York – aswell aselsewhere,he held
substantiallandsin southYorkshire.On 16 May 1216hewasappointedWardenof theCinquePorts
(Kent)andon 24 August1217hetook part in a naval battlein whichEustacetheMonk wasdefeated
andslain. In October1223hewasin NorthWalesandin August1224with theKing atBedford,prior
to hismarriageto MatildaMarshalof Pembrokeby October1225.

Therewereof coursealsoother lines of possiblein�uence for transmittingthe cultureof the
PlanteGenestnicknameto thePlenteby-name,otherthanthetravelsof theWarennes.For example,
HenryII' smistress̀Fair Rosamund'livedat theroyal palaceof Woodstock,nearOxford,whichthe
king refurbishedfor herduringthetwo or threeyearsbeforeshediedin 1176.Shehadbeenopenly
acknowledgedby the king whenhe was in his 40sandshein her 30s. Two of Henry's bastard
sons,Geoffrey archbishopof York andWilliam Longsṕee(Long Sword), weregiven recognition
andhonours,the latter becomingearl of Salisbury, a title that descendedonly unof�cially to his
crusadingsonWilliam LongsṕeeII (d 1249).

William Longspée(Longsword) wasan illegitimatesonof Henry II. His motherwasunknown for many
yearsthoughshehasrecentlybeenidenti�ed asthesubsequentwife Ida of RogerBigod, secondearl
of Norfolk (d 1221).William Longsṕee(c1176-1226)receivedthehonourof Applebyin Linconshire
in 1188;hereceivedthehandtenyearslaterof theheiressEla, countessof Salisbury; hewassheriff
of Wiltshire, lieutenantof Gascony, constableof Dover in Kentandwardenof theCinquePortsand
then,later, hebecamewardenof theWelshMarches.He commandedtheEnglishforcesthatdefeated
Philip II of Franceat theBattleof Damme(1213).He alsoreceivedthehonourof Eyein Suffolk.

Eventhougha culturefor thePlanteGenestnicknamemayhave remainedclosemainly to his
family, it seemspossiblethat the travels of his illegitimateandlegitimatedescendants,including
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Longsṕee and Warenneas well as the royal line, could have playedtheir part in transmittinga
cultureof thePlanteGenestnicknameto nearbynamessuchasPlenteandPlant. For example,an
eponymousdescendantof William Longsṕeeheldlandcloseto thebailiff RobertPlonte.

32.3.3 Robert Plonteof Saltford oncebailiff of Marsfelde

RobertPlonte(circa1280)of SaltfordnearBathhadbeenthebailiff of Marsfelde. Therearesev-
eral recordsfor Bath in Somersetincluding explicit evidencethat the Plant family surnamewas
hereditarythereby 1328:Plonteis themostusualearlyspellingof thePlantsurnamein thewestof
England.

Somersetis justacrosstheBristol Channelfrom theStrigul(Chepstow) estatewhichwaspartof
thePembrokeestatein southWaleswhichhadfeaturedin therunupto theBaronsWar. Thesituation
in Somersetalsobegsmentionof RobertBurnell who remainedastheking's greatchancelloruntil
his deathin 1292thoughhehadbecomebishopof BathandWells. He hadbuilt a countryhouse
at Acton Burnell in Shropshireandthe Statuteof Acton Burnell, in 1283,allowed merchantsto
registerdebtswith themayorsof London,York andBristol. Bristol is nearSaltfordnearBathand
theroleof abailiff hereholdssomehistoricalsigni�cance.

Oftenthelocal lord wouldappointthebailiff of ahundred,for example,but it woulddiffer very
little from a hundredin royal hands;its of�cials would act just like a royal oneandbeanswerable
to thecountysheriff. Thereis someevidenceof corruptionin thosetimesandalso,quitenaturally,
of unpopularity. Popularpoetrycontainscomplaintsabouttheheavy handof government.

Justices,sheriffs, mayors,bailiffs, if I readright
They canmake thefair dayinto thedarknight
...
And bailiffs andbedelsunderthesheriff
Eachone�nds how bestmento grieve.
Thepoormenareall summonedto theassize
And therich sit at home,andto shinetheir silver they rise.

However, theevidencedoesnot suggestthat theproblemof corruptionwasasextensive or as
seriousassomeof thecomplaintsimply. Thoughthismightbeseenasanunnecessarilybureaucratic
age,theoverridingimpressionis of menwho weredoingtheir bestandworking very hardto meet
thechallengesthat facedthem7. As bailiff of Marsfelde, RobertPlonteof Saltfordmayhave been
suchaman.

Sinceearlyevidencefor thePlantnameis widespreadandsincebailiffs oftentravelled to take
up their appointment,it is appropriateto keepan openmind when consideringthe location of
Marsfelde. Thereis aMares�eld in Sussex andthisdemensemanoris in theHonourof Aquila in the
Rapeof Pevensey whichhadbeengivenin 1241to theQueen'suncle,Peterof Savoy. Thisadjoined
theWarennehonourof Lewes. However, thereis no evidencethatMares�eld hada bailiff, just a
reeve8. It is perhapsmorelikely that RobertPlonteof Saltfordhadbeenthebailiff of Marsh�eld
in southGloucestershire,just 6 miles from Saltford,which is recordedasMaresfeldin 12219. In
January1234,this Marsh�eld wasgranteda market by theking, which wasrevoked in theAugust,
andthenadocumentof 1287citesthatthemarkethadbeengrantedagainin 1265by theking to the
AbbotandConventof Keynsham10; Keynshamis just2 milesfrom Saltford.

It mayalsobenotedthatSaltfordlies just 8 milesnorthof Charlton.Charltonmanorwassaid
to have beenacquiredbefore1217by HubertdeBurgh,earlof Kent11 andoverlordshipdescended
with theearldomof Kentonthehonourof Cameluntil 1411or later. However, theterretenancy for

7Michael Prestwich,in the seriesThe New Oxford History of England,PlantagenetEngland1225-1360, (Oxford,
2005),pp.75-77.

8I amgratefulto ChristopherWhittick of theEastSussex RecordOf�ce for this information.
9Ekwal, TheConciseOxford Dictionaryof Englishplace-names, (Oxford,1960),p. 316.

10http://www.history.ac.uk/cmh/gaz/gloucs.ht ml
11Rot.Litt. Claus.(Rec.Com.),i, 296b.
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Charltonpassedfrom his mother(d 1252)to Geffrey PlanteGenest's illegitimateroyal descendant
William LongsṕeeIII (d 1257). A charterwasgrantedon 20 December1252by Henry III to this
William Lungspee12 to hold a market at themanor. William's daughterMargaretmarriedHenryde
Lacy, earlof Lincoln (d 1311)andtheirdaughterAlice marriedThomas,earlof Lancaster(d 1322).
In 1317,earl JohnWarennehelpedAlice to elopewith her lover, startinga feud with Lancaster
who temporarilyseizedWarennelands;JohnWarenne(d 1347)acquiredCharltonmanorfor life in
131913.

Thus,explicit evidencefor thehereditaryPlontesurnamein Bath (1328)datesto the timesof
theWarennetenancy (1319-47)of nearbyCharltonbut thereareearlierPlonterecordsheredating
back (circa 1280) to the timesof William Longsṕee III andhis descendants(1252-1319). Both
LongsṕeeandWarennewereillegitimatedescendantsof Geffrey PlanteGenestandthey mayhave
transmittedaculturefor hisnickname.

Theextentof a connectionbetweenthebailiff, RobertPlonteof Saltfordandthenearbylords
of Charltonis uncertain,thoughwecannotea remarkof MichaelPrestwich(2005)14.

Therewerevariousways in which the groupingsaroundmagnateswereformed. Family
andneighbourhoodconnectionswereprobablyasimportantasformal contracts,andthenatu-
ral desireto obtaintheprotectionthata greatlord couldprovidewasanotherelement.Shared
interestsled to sensiblelocal alliancesandtheconstructionof networksof lordshipandin�u-
ence.

32.3.4 Possibleconnectionsaround the Bristol Channel

HeiressesbroughtgreatlordshipsaroundtheBristol Channelto menwhohadhadlittle directinter-
estin Welshaffairs.Geffrey PlanteGenest's royal grandsonJohnLacklandacquiredGlamorganby
his marriagewith Isabelof Gloucester. Similarly, William Marshalthroughtheheiressof Richard,
earlof Pembroke (Strongbow), becamethepossessorof thatearldomandof theenormous,if scat-
tered,estatesof thefamily of Clarein England(e.g. atClarein Suffolk), Ireland,andsouthWales.

As husbandof IsabelMarshal(deClare),who wasa daughterof William theMarshalearl of
Pembroke (d 1219),Richardearlof Cornwall hada connectionto thedisputedPembroke estatein
the leadup to the BaronsWar asso alsodid, for example,Simonde Montfort who marriedthe
widow Eleanorof William MarshalII earl of Pembroke (d 1231). Successive earlsof Pembroke
diedand,after thedeathof the �fth Marshalbrother, Anselm,theestatewasdividedbetweenthe
sistersMatilda (Maud)Marshal(Strigulestate),Joan(Pembroke estate)andEva (Cilgeranestate).

Theeldestsister, MaudMarshalin particularfeaturesin connectionwith earlyPlant-likenames:

� shemarried�rst HughBigod,earlof Norfolk (d 1225)bearingRogerBigodwhosebutleror sergeant
wascalledRogerPlantin or Planteng'; her husband's evident15 half-brotherwasWilliam Longsṕee
who wasa grandsonthroughHenryII of Geffrey PlanteGenest; William Longsṕee'sgrandsonof the
samenameheldCharltonmanor, whichwasneartheaforementionedRobertPlonteof Saltford;

� in 1225,sheremarriedWilliam earlWarenne,grandsonthroughHamelinof Geffrey PlanteGenest,
bearingJohnwhocanbeconnectedto thePlant surnamenearWarennelands;and,

� a manorcalled la Plantelandis mentionedin 131016 in connectionwith Maud's inheritedestateof
Strigul.

Maud(Matilda)wasthroughmarriagecountessof bothNorfolk andWarenne.After herbroth-
ers' deaths,shealsotook thetitle of Marshalof England.Her father, William theMarshal,hadled
Englandoutof civil war following thedeathof king JohnwhenHenryIII wasagedonly 9.

Themultipleevidencefor Plant-likenamesin associationwith MaudMarshalconnectstheearly
Plantsurnameboth to a likely in�uence from PlanteGenest's nobledescendantsandto theWelsh

12Callendarof CharterRolls,1226-57,p. 413.
13http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.as p?compid=187 40
14MichaelPrestwich,PlantagenetEngland1225-1360, (Oxford,2005),p. 382.
15http://en.wikipedia.org/wki/William de Longspee%2C 3rd Earl of Salisbury
16Callendarof PatentRolls1310Oct10. Carmyle.
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meaningoffspringof plant. In thosetimes,theWelshlanguagewasimportant. In 1244,theroyal
justiciar in southWaleswasadvisedby Marcherlords, `It is not easyin our region to reward or
restrain theWelsh,unlessthis is donebysomeoneof their owntongue.'

32.3.5 A possibleSavoyard in�uence

It mayalsoberelevant to mentionPlant-like namesin far-away Switzerlandwhile consideringthe
originsof theEnglishPlant-likenames.In hisyouthJohn,earlWarenne(1231-1305)hadbeenunder
thewardshipof Peterof Savoy. Savoy wasneartheemerging noblePlantasurnamein Switzerland.

Savoyardin�uence canbedetectedfor examplein thecountryhousebuilt atActonBurnelland
in the greatcastlesof late thirteenth-centurynorth Wales. This in�uence canbe relatedbackto
HenryIII' s marriagein 1236to Eleanorof ProvencewhosemotherwasBeatriceof Savoy. Rarely
did a queenuseher in�uence to advancehercompatriotssogreatlyandheruncle,Peterof Savoy,
cameto Englandin 1240wherehe andhis compatriotsreceived generousgifts. For youngand
ambitiousSavoyards,bothlaymenandclerics,EnglandmusthaveseemedlikethePromisedLand17.
Thelink betweenEnglandandSavoy wascementedwhenthecountof Savoy agreedin a treatyof
1246to becomeHenryIII' s vassalfor four castles,which controlledmajorAlpine passes.Earlier,
in 1173,Geffrey PlanteGenest's royal grandson,JohnLackland,who wasHenry III' s father, had
beenintendedto marryAlice, daughterof HumbertIII, countof Maurienne,thoughAlice diedsoon
after18. Mauriennewasonthebordersof Germany andItaly andcomprisedwhatcameto beknown
asPiedmontandSavoy. Anotherlink to this distantpartof EuropearosewhenJohn's sonRichard,
earlof Cornwall waselectedking of theRomans(effectively Germany) in 1257. Theriver Planta
andemerging evidencefor thenobleSwissPlantafamily werein theGrisonsnearby.

32.3.6 Medieval migrations of the Plant surname

SincerecentDNA evidenceindicatesthatPlantis a single-ancestor, ratherthana multi-origin sur-
name19, it is appropriateto considerthatearlyevidencefor thePlantnamemayrepresentthemi-
grationsof asinglefamily.

Theearlyevidencefor thishereditarysurnameneartheBristol Channelis notincompatiblewith
the mentionin 1262of William Plauntein far away Essex. The local andfamily historianDavid
Hey20 remarksthat therearemany Welshnamesin earlyEssex andwonderswhetherthey arrived
by sea.Theshortestsearoutewould befrom theBristol Channel.A similar distanceaway, across
theEnglishChannelatRouen,therewerein 1273threemerchantscalleddela Plauntor Plauntata
timewhencompensationwasbeingpaidfor Flemishpiracy. NearertheBristol Channel(circa1280)
therewasaRobertPlonteof SaltfordneartheLongsṕeemanorof Charlton(Somerset)whichpassed
to Warennehands.TheearlWarennealsoheldthehundredof Gallow andBrothercrossonthenorth
Norfolk coastandthereareseveral recordsof Plant-like namesnearby:William Plente(Norfolk,
1272-84),William Plauntes(Norfolk, 1275), William Plante(Cambridgeshire,1279), Henry de
Plantes(Huntingdonshire,1282). It is alsoin Norfolk that Geffrey PlanteGenest's grandson,the
Warenneearl William (1166-1240)is said to have spentmuch time on his estateat CastleAcre
andPlanteGenest's royal greatgrandson,HenryIII, is reportedasvisiting asa guestseveral times
possiblywhile onpilgrimageto nearbyWalsingham21.

As well asin Somerset,Essex andNorfolk, thereareearlyPlantrecordsin northWalesandKent,
andseatravel mayhelpto explainthis. Early in thesecondWelshWar, in October1282,HenryIII' s
sonEdwardI madeamajorgrantof landatBrom�eld andYalein northWalesto William'sson,earl

17MichaelPrestwich,PlantagenetEngland1225-1360, (Oxford,2005),p. 93.
18A.L. Poole,From DomesdayBook to Magna Carta 1087-1216in Oxford History of Englandseries,2nd edition

(Oxford,1993),p. 330.
19JohnS.Plant(2005)Modernmethodsanda Controversial Surname:Plant, Nomina,vol. 28,pp.115-33.
20David Hey, Family NamesandFamilyHistory, (LondonandNew York, 2000),p. 39.
21http://www.castles-abbeys.co.uk/Castle-Acr e-Cast le-Pri ory.ht ml
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JohnWarenne(1231-1305).TheWarenneearlof Surrey andSussex wasevidently concernedwith
the commissariatandit is from aroundhis sphereof in�uence in SE Englandthat 1,500quarters
or wheatand2,000of oatseachwererequestedfrom Essex, Surrey, Sussex, KentandHampshire:
the intentionwasclearly to bring themby sea.Neartheearl's northWalespropertyof Brom�eld
andYale,at Eweloein 1301,RichardPlantwasgrantedrightsto coal.Faraway, in Kent,Johannes
Plonteis recordedin theCanterbury freeman's rolls of 1303.

Thereareadozenrecordsfor thehereditaryPlontenameatBathin the�rst half of thefourteenth
century. Anotherrecord,on theBristol Channelis in Gloucestershirein 1386;this is for a chaplain
William Plonteandrentin Olvestonfor landof theprior andconventof Bath. In anotherneighbour-
ing countyof Somerset,in Devon, thereis evidenceof the spellingPlentewhich may have been,
at leastsometimes,a variantspellingof the samename. In moderntimes22, the surnamePlenty
– likely derived from the spellingPlente– is clusteredaroundSomersetwith a secondarycluster
on theEssex coast.Between1364and1368thereareseveralmentionsof themerchantandking's
ministerin Devon, RogerPlenteof Exeter, andhis ship`le Ceorge' of Exmouth.Thathetravelled
far is evidencedby his license`to take 20 packsof large cloth of divers colours fromport of Exeter
to Gascony, Spain,andotherpartsbeyondseas;andto returnwith wineandothermerchandiseto
theportsof London,Suthampton,Sandwich or Exeter.' In 1368hewasthecollectorof customsin
theportof Exeter.

The circumstancesof the king's minister in Devon, RogerPlente,canbe set in a context of
Edward III' s consultationswith merchants.In 1341, for example,assembliesof merchantshad
beensummoned,oneasmany as110men,to negotiatethecontractby which they wereallowedto
export wool in returnfor massive loansof £200,000to thecrown. In 1347seventy-ninemerchants
receivedindividual summons,while thesheriffs wereto selectfour or six mento accompany them.
In 1353 a further merchantassemblytook place. The crown eventually abandonedits attempts
to negotiatecustomsdirectly with mercantileassembliessincethe merchantsshowed insuf�cient
unity andcarriedinsuf�cient political power andit wasacknowledgedthatcustomsdutieswasthe
businessof Parliament.

TheearlyPlantsurnamemaywell have rami�ed throughtrade(e.g. thethreeRouenmerchants
in 1273); this may have carriedPlantsaroundthe coastof southernEngland. The Plantname's
rami�cation mayalsohave involved theinterestsof someitinerantnoblehouseholds,suchtheearl
Warenne's.

32.3.7 Arri val of the Plants in their main homeland

WhenthelastWarenneearlof Surrey diedin 1347heleft no legitimatechildrenand,for example,
his north Norfolk landspassedto the Lancastrians.However, his illegitimateson,Sir Edward de
Warrenandheirs,settledat Poyntonin eastCheshire.It is aroundtherethatthemainhomelandof
thePlantsis subsequentlyfound.

ThatthePlantnameremainedalsoin EastAnglia is evidencedby the1381Poll tax returnsfor
agricole JohannesPlante6d (GreatFinsborough,Suffolk) andfamulus/labor'WalterusPlanteux'
12d (Pentlow, Essex). That a Plantenteredinto servicewith the Lancastriansis indicatedby the
1394testimony at Lincoln of servant JohnPlaint,aged60 yearsor more;hewasa seniorwitness
to theproofof ageof asonof KatherineSwynford,whowasthemistressof theDukeof Lancaster,
Johnof Gaunt;theDuke fatheredthroughhertheillegitimateBeaufortline which hasliving male-
line descendantssurnamedSomerset.It mayhavebeensuchaPlantasJohnPlaintwhoreceivedthe
Plantblazonwhichindicatesillegitimatecadetshipwith asubsequentallegianceto the(Lancastrian)
redrose.

It seemsthat thePlantnamemayhave migratedwith theWarennesto eastCheshire.At least
six, includinga JamesPlant,of thosenamedin 1352for removing goodsfrom erstwhileWarenne
landsin north Norfolk hada surname(or by-name)that is thenfound amongstlater fourteenth-

22http://cetl.geog.ucl.ac.uk/uclnames/Surnam es.asp x
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centuryresidentsin Maccles�eldmanorin eastCheshire.For example,HondePlontein mentioned
for pannageof pigs at Lyme, adjoining the Warenneseatof Poynton. Nearby, a Ralph Plont is
mentionedrepeatedlyfrom 1369to 1374for his strayinganimalsin Maccles�eld forest. Ranulph
Plont is mentionedin 1383/4for rentinga parcelof landfrom JohnWalsheandheappearsfurther
with land at Rainow, sheep,draughtbeasts,working horsesandpigs. His sonJohnPlantsenior
andthenJohnPlantjunior remainedat Rainow andthis may be the sameJohnPlantjunior ashe
who is listedamongstninety-eight̀ Knights,GentlemenandFreeholders' in Maccles�eldhundred
in 1445. Sincethosetimes,themainPlanthomelandhasmigratedslightly to thesouthinto north
Staffordshire.

Therearenow anestimated12,000Plantsliving in England,mainly in thewestmidlandsnear
Wales,anda further 5,000in the USA for example. The DNA evidenceindicatesthat this is a
single-ancestorname.Theidentityof thefoundingfatherof thisproli�c family is not known.

32.4 Fertility of the PlanteGenestmetaphor for Plant-lik e names

Thereareclaims,datingbackatleastto thenineteenthcentury, thatthePlantsurnameis acorruption
of Plantagenet.Thereis somecredibility to this in sofar astheremayhavebeenacultural in�uence
from thePlanteGenestnicknameon the formative Plantsurname.It shouldbestressed,however,
that thereis no proof of a geneticconnection.Evenso, this doesnot discountthepossibilityof a
culturalconnection,asthefameof thePlanteGenestnicknamecouldhave beentransmittedto the
earlyPlantsurnamegiventheproximitiesof earlyPlantsto thelandsof theLongsṕeeandWarenne
descendantsof Geffrey PlanteGenest.

In thisconnection,accountneedsto betakenof thefactthatthePlanteGenestnicknamedid not
leadon immediatelyto the royal Plantagenetsurname.It is relevant to considerhow the fameof
thePlanteGenestnicknamemayhave spread.Contemporaryattitudesseemrelevant23. A credible
explanationis thatimpoliteor frivolousinsinuationsfor thePlanteGenestnamecouldnotbeignored
initially but thatthisproblemwaseventuallyovercome.

An impolitetraditioncanbetracedbackto theby-nameof BernardPlantevelu,theninth-century
founderof a new duchyof Aquitaine.In contemporarydocumentsheis calledPlantapilosawhich,
like Plantevelu, meanseithera `hairy shootfor propagation'or a `hairy soleof foot'. Thereis evi-
dencefor thenamePlantapilosain writingsof 880by Hincmarof Rheims24 and,in hertranslation,
JanetNelsonclaimsthatPlantapilosameans̀ hairy paw'. Shegoeson to suggestthat `hairy paw'
hasnegative connotationsof `foxiness'thoughwe might well ask: “Why associatea hairy soleof
foot particularlywith a fox?” Why notawolf or abadgeror abearor arabbitor ahare?Discussing
`hairy paw' avoids theproblemof soundingrudebut it doesnot leadasdirectly as`hairy shoot' to
a convincing meaning.It canbesafelyassumedthatBernardPlantapilosadid not literally have a
hairy paw but thathedid have a `hairy shoot'. Thoughpolitenessis admirable,theveiledblushof
a fox's brushhaslessplaceon a ninth-centurybattle�eld thanthedirect translatioǹ hairy shoot'
whichwouldhavecriedoutapertinentsensefor Plantapilosa– the`hairyshoot'translationof Plan-
tapilosaimmediatelydraws attentionto his virility or gallantryforming a �tting epithetfor a War
Lord.

WhenJohnof Marmoutierreferredto Geffrey Plantegenestin the1170shewaswriting to please
PlanteGenest's sonHenry II (nicknamedFitz Empress)and,with the Plantegenestnickname,he

23Thereis a �ction to dispel. Dan Brown's book TheDa Vinci Codetakesideasfrom elsewhere. Accordingto Les
Dossiers Secrets, to which herefers,thePlantardswererelativesof thePlantagenetsandthey hadspawnedandEnglish
family calledPlanta.In reality of coursethereis no evidenceof a blood-link betweenPlanta,PlantagenetandPlantard.
ThoughDan Brown's book doesnot do justiceto the true philosophicalsetting,it featuresa fertility cult which links
man's generationto divine creation.

24Hincmarof Rheimsin Annalsof Saint-Bertin, subanno880. Theoriginal runs: ... In quo itinere ejectisdecastro
MatiscanoBosonishominibus,ipsumcastellumceperunt[that is, thetwo kingsLouisIII andhisbrotherCaroloman,king
of Aquitaine], etceumcomitatumBernardo cognomentoPlanta-pilosadederunt... [1871ed.,p. 285]. Seealso:
http://archiver.rootsweb.com/th/read/GE N-MEDIEVAL/2 006-02 /11400 27441
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may well have beenalluding to Geffrey's gallantryin a tradition of the `hairy shoot' name. Gef-
frey PlanteGenestwasmostfamousfor hismarriagein 1128to theheiressapparentto theEnglish
throneandfor his conquestof Normandyin 1144. This may have beento the fore in the mind
of the NormanpoetWace(1135-74)whenhe wrote his poemmentioningPlanteGenestwith his
love of woodandforestwhich mayalludeto Geffrey's love of increasinghis landslike his prede-
cessorPlantevelu. His augmentationby marriageandconquestcanbe taken to be evoked by the
PlanteGenestmetaphorof a germinatingshoot. Anothercontemporary, Ralphde Diceto25, used
thePlantegenestnicknamewhenwriting26 for theyear1150:

DumGaufridusPlantegenestcomesAndegavorumrediretParisiusacuriaregisFranco-
rum,concessitin fataapudCastrumLidii, sepultusestautemCenomannisin ecclesiaSancti
Juliani.

TheLatin meaning̀ shootfor propagation'of plantahadled on to a `hairy shoot' symbolof gal-
lantry for Plantapilosa– subsequently, the `sprig of broom' emblemcorrespondingto the Plante-
genestnicknamecanbetakento beamoreeuphemisticdepictionof thatsamesymbol.

ThentherewastheEnglishby-namePlantefolie.Folie meanswickednessor lewdnessin Middle
Englishandtheadjective foli meanswickedor lascivious,soit is quiteinescapablethatPlantefolie
meant`lewd shoot'. This might be glossedto `wickednessoffshoot' or `bastardchild' but an un-
derlying lewdnessremains.This nameis foundthroughoutEnglandin the thirteenthcentury:Le-
icestershirein 1209;Somersetin 1226;and,Yorkshirein 1270. Thereseemslittle doubtthatsuch
namesasPlantapilosaandPlantefoliehadattractedpriapicandphallic insinuation.

Impolite sensecanbeattachedalsoto Plantagenetandthatmay well have formedan impedi-
mentto recordingPlantagenetasanof�cial royal surnamearoundthat time in England.In Welsh,
plantameansto impregnate,which canberelatedto theplantingof seedor semen27 or offspring.
In his dictionaryof archaicEnglish,SamuelJohnsoncameout andsaidthat to plant canmeanto
procreateandgenetmeansasmallSpanishhorse.Plantagenethencecarriedasenseof bestiality, as
well asmeaning̀ sprigof broom' which is ahairyshootandhenceanechoof Plantapilosa.Though
not polite images,thesemayhave garnishedPlantagenetwith a commonintriguebringingpromi-
nenceto thename.This would have beenwith a sensethatwassuf�ciently offensive, however, to
renderthenameunsuitablefor of�cial royal purposes.Censorshipcanexplain thesparsityof early
mentionsof Plantagenetthoughthereis arecordof GalfridoPlauntegenetin 1266– thiswasin con-
nectionwith agarderobeand,sincethatlackedgravitasanyway, it mayhavebeendeemedthatthere
waslittle point to cleansingthatparticularrecordby removing theoffendingnamePlauntegenet.

Thatis not to saythattheremaynothavebeenother, morerespectablemeaningsto Plantagenet.
According to Jim Bradbury28, the Plantagenetnickname“is commonlyfound in chroniclesand
chartersof the twelfth and later [my emphasis]centuriesandwasappliedto several membersof
the samefamily: to Geoffrey le Bel [i.e. PlanteGenest];to [his son] Henry II; to Henry II' s son
Geoffrey [who heldhigh of�ce in Brittany]. A survey of thepossibilitiesfor thesurnameappeared
in J.Chartrou,L'Anjou de1109 �a 1151, Paris1928,pp.83-5andBradbury goeson to suggestthat
the `sprig of broom' namemight have derived from a yellow �o wer mentionedin a fragmentof
Angevin historythatis ascribedto Fulk of Anjou:

Urban wasled fromthechurch of StMauriceto thechurch of StMartin. Thenhegaveme
a golden�ower, which hecarried in his hand. I decided,in commemoration and fromloveof
him, that fromthenon I andmysuccessorswouldalwayscarry it onPalm Sunday.

25Early in hiscareer, RalphdeDicetowasArchdeaconof Middlesex, andafterwardsservedasDeanof St. Paul's from
1180/1-c1201.DianaGreenway, FastiEcclesiaeAnglicanae1066-1300:volume1: St. Paul's,London(1968),pp. 4-8.

26Stubbs,Hist. Worksof MasterRalphdeDiceto,Deanof London,1 (RollsSer. 68) (1876):293.
27Semenis theLatin word for seed.SeealsoGenesis38.
28JimBradbury, Fulk le Réchin andtheOrigin of thePlantagenets, in Studiesin Medieval Historypresentedto R.Allen

Brown, (Boydell Press,1989),pp.27-41.Seealso:
http://archiver.rootsweb.com/th/read/GE N-MEDIEVAL/2 006-02 /11401 12140
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Thereare somemisgivings about this theory however. First, the story appliesto Fulk Rechin,
who wasthegrandfatherof Geffrey PlanteGenest,whereasthecontemporary evidenceassociates
the Plantegenestnicknameonly with Geffrey. Also, Geffrey's nicknamesuggestsa youngsprig
of broomratherthana nonspeci�cgolden�o wer: thoughthe �o wersof the fully-grown common
broomareyellow, they aresmall andtightly attachedto eachbranchmakingthemratherunsuit-
ableto becarriedsingly in the hand. Thoughit is likely that therewerethosewho preferredthat
Plantagenetbe morepiousthanbawdy andthoughthe yellow �o wer story canbe conjecturedto
relatepartly to thatwish, this mayhave beeninsuf�cient to quell bawdy rumours- involving pro-
creationwith horses- which couldhave beenspreadby someof theearlyEnglishsubjectsof the
royal Plantagenets.

Thosewho knew of scholasticteachingswould have beenawareof plant-like aspectsto man
from the outset. JohannesScotusErigeneawrote in the ninth century that bone,nail and hair
containedonly insensitive vegetablelife; and so Plantevelu's namemay have beenintendedto
re�ect that he had a sturdy frame of un�inching vegetablelife. Atto, bishopof Vercelli (924-
61) complainedof thepractisesof meretriculaein his diocesewho baptisedturvesandbranchesas
coparents,andthissuggeststhatbeliefswereprevalentthathumanconceptionwasakinto vegetable
life beingplacedin receptive soil. Avicenna(c980-1036)maintainedthat the soul of plantswas
sharedwith animalsandhumans;andAverroes(1126-98)reiterateda schemefor thegenerationof
life from theelements,suchasclay, throughplantsandanimalsto man.Connotationsof generation
shouldbe placedin sucha context of late medieval metaphysics,ratherthanallowing biology to
distractus with modernconcepts,suchasthatman's seedfertilisesthe femaleovum – rather, his
seedwasseenasthecarrierof man's vegetablesoulto herblood.

In earlyso-called“Plantagenettimes”,WesternEuropeanscholasticsweredevelopingelaborate
schemesfor man's soulwith its vegetable,animalandintellective components.RobertGrosseteste
(c1175-1253)andotherswrotesigni�cantly aboutthe vegetablesoul with its powersof nutrition,
augmentation(cf. Planterose,Planteporrets)andgeneration(cf. Plantevelu, Plantegenest).Thehu-
mansoulhadthreecomponents- vegetable,sensory, intellective - andRogerBacon(c1214-c1294)
saidmodernphilosopherstaughtthatonly theintellectivesoulwasdirectlycreatedby God.By later
“Plantagenettimes”, this hadled on to moreadvancedconceptsof theplantingof soul in manby
God,thoughit is not known how this inter-relatedwith anunknown timing for theformationof the
SwissnamesPlantefoi,Plantamour, andPlantefor.

It is known thatnamesof philanderingwerepopular. Thatsaid,with theQueen's uncleBoni-
faceof Savoy asarchbishopof Canterbury andhis compatriotPeterof Aigueblancheasbishopof
Hereford,theSavoyard in�uence may have beenmoregodly thanthe `hairy shoot' traditionsug-
gests.With themid-thirteenth-century Savoyardconnection,theremayhavebeensomeinterchange
of in�uence betweenEnglishandSwissPlant-like names:

13thcentury undated
English: Plantebene pleasantshoot Swiss: Plantefoi plantedfaith

Plantefolie wickednessshoot Plantamour plantedlove
Planterose risenshoot Planteporrets porrectedshoot

Plantefor plantedconscience

The namePlanterose,in particular, hadadditionalmeaningssuchasan `establisherof ephemeral
life' asis indicatedby thesymbolismof Alain deLille (c1115-1202)who wrote“The rosedepicts
our station,a �tting explanationof our lot, a readingof our life, which while it bloomsin early
morning, `�owers out', the�ower de�owered”. Therosewasalsoeternal,however, throughregen-
eration.As apartof his theoryof universals,PeterAbelard(1079-1142)wrote“Once weallow the
proposition,`If there is a rose, there is a �ower', it is alwaystrue andnecessary”, evenif therose
no longerexistsor hasnever existed29.

29A.J.Haft, J.G.WhiteandR.J.White,TheKey to ªTheNameof theRoseº, (TheUniversityof MichiganPress,1999),
p. 29.
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As scholasticideasbecamebetterknown, a moredevelopedmetaphysicalexplanationfor the
Plantagenetnamemay have comemoreto the fore. Transubstantiationhadbecomean article of
Christianfaith in 1079thoughit hadbeenbelievedby many earlier. Plantagenetcanbeassociated
with transubstantiationthroughthe vegetable(planta), animal (genetasa civet cat or horse)and
humangenera.Thecivet cat is elongatedandhairy – this maybecomparedwith theSwissname
Plantaporrets,associatedwith theelongatedleekplant,aswell aswith the`hairyshoot'meaningof
Planteveluandthe`LongSword' epithetof abastardline of PlanteGenest'sdescendants.However,
for many, thePlantagenetnamemayhave cometo evoke animageof theyoungGeffrey, asascion
or establishershoot(planta), at onewith his mountin 1128in his pre-nuptialjoustingsat Rouen
(Marmoutier's chronicle)in whichhisSpanishhorse(genet?) features.

32.5 Birth of the Plant and Plantagenetsurnames

Gravitas in thefaceof frivolity30 mayberelevant to answeringthequestion:“Why in the�fteenth
centurydid Richard,duke of York adoptasa surnamethenicknameof Geoffrey Plantagenet,who
wasnotevenaking, insteadof theby-nameof amoreprestigiousandrecentforefather?”Onepos-
sibleansweris that,somethreehundredyearsearlier, Geoffrey hadfatheredtheAngevin Empire
which extendedfar beyondEnglandandreclaimingdominionover Francehadremainedimportant
in suchtimesasthoseof Edward III andHenryV. In discussingthe royal successionin this con-
nection,it would have beenpertinentthat an intact male-lineof kings datedbackto whenPlante
Genestof Anjou hadplantedlegitimatemaleissuein Matilda. This suggeststhattherecouldhave
beenquasi-continuousmentionfrom onereign to the next of the Plantagenetnickname,ratheras
thoughit werea surname,but that leaves unansweredthe questionof why Plantagenetdoesnot
appearearlierin documentsasa hereditaryroyal surname.A likely explanationis that therewere
salaciousconnotationsfor Plantagenetwhich werenot adequatelysanitisedfor of�cial purposes
thoughthe namehad caughtthe imaginationof someneighbouringcommonerslong beforethe
mid-�fteenth century.

ThePlantsurnamehadformedby themid-thirteenthcentury. Irrespective of whetherthePlant
surname's origins werewith the cultureof the PlanteGenestnicknameor with the `abundant' or
`fertile' meaningof plenteor with the `offspring' meaningof plaunt, we canassociateit with a
`growing shoot' metaphorof life' s renewal. Senseof a `growing shootof renewal' couldapply to
eithera `gallantestablisher',asis appropriatefor PlanteGenest,or an `offspringof renewed life'
asis appropriateto thesingle-family surnamePlant. It seemsthatsenserelatingto this metaphoric
systemof shootgrowth, regenerationandabundancedevelopedfor thePlantsurnamebeforePlan-
tagenetbecameusedasa hereditaryroyal surname.

Thoughsomefamily brancheswith early`Plant' namespellingsmayhavediedout,muchof the
medieval evidencefor the formative Plantsurnamemight representthe travels of a singlefamily.
SpeculationsthateventheearlierPlentespellingcouldberelatedto thesubsequentPlantsurname
arenot entirelyamisssincespellingssimilar to Plantwerewidespreada little laterandthe recent
DNA evidencehascategorisedPlantasasingle-ancestorproli�c surname– it couldhaveoriginated
from an earlierPlenteancestor. The distribution of the medieval Plantsurnamecanbe explained
by a combinationof seatravel andanassociationwith Warennelands.As onepossibility, it canbe
conjecturedthat thePlantswerea family from Wales,with the`offspring' meaningto their name,
who migratedaroundthe coastto EastAnglia aswell asarriving in eastCheshire.For example,
they may have originatednearthe Chepstow estateof Maud Marshal(d 1248)who wascountess
of bothNorfolk andWarenneandtheir tradeandof�cial dutiesmayhave becomeassociatedwith
LongsṕeeandWarennelands;Maud's �rst husbandwasevidently Longsṕee's half brotherandher
secondhusbandwastheearlWarennehimself,bothdescendantsof Geffrey PlanteGenest.

The following evidenceindicateshow a cleansingof Plant-like surnames,suchas Plantand

30http://archiver.rootsweb.com/th/read/GEN-M EDIEVAL/2006 -02/11 400035 77
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Plantagenet,mayhave progressed.
The namePlentemay have beeninspiredby nobleextravaganceand its spellingcould have

beenamendedto Planteout of respectfor religious austerity. The augmentative and generative
powersof a hairy shootcould have beenan inspirationfor the Plentenamewith its `abundance'
or `fertile' meaning. However, both abundanceandsexuality wererenouncedby the Franciscan
`spirituals'aswell astheCistercians.For example,Joachimof Calabria(c1135-1202)hadleft the
austereCistercianorderat Corazzoto foundin Fioreandevenmorerigorousbranchof theorder;
and,thoughthis hadresultedin his denunciationasa renegadeby theCistercianGeneralChapter,
hebecameoneof themostrespectedreligious�gures by thethirteenthcentury. Austeresentiments
could have led, by the mid-thirteenthcentury, to an incentive to amelioratethe spellingof Plente
to Planteor its dialectequivalentPlonte– by sucha revision thename's meaningwassanitisedto
`offspring'.

Thereis early evidencefor the Plant surnamein Somerset,in proximity to the landsof the
Longsṕee(Long Sword) descentof PlanteGenest.In particular, RobertPlonteof Saltford(c1280)
wasbetwixta`LongSword' insinuationof a`hairyshoot' traditionatCharltonandtheAugustinian
Abbey at Keynsham.KeynshamAbbey, which hada dependentchapelat Charlton,wasvisitedby
Edward I in 1276on his way from Bath to Bristol31; and,RobertPlonte(c1280)hadbeenbailiff
of Maresfeldewhich was apparentlyMarsh�eld with its market grantedby the king in 1265 to
the Abbot andConvent of Keynsham. It is aroundherethat the surnamePlenty(a corruptionof
Plenteor Plonte?)is now clustered,thoughit hasnot yet beenDNA testedwhetherPlentybelongs
to thesamemale-linefamily asPlant.Regardlessof suchdetailof possiblegeneticconnections,it
seemsthattherewerecompetingviewshererelatingto phallic insinuationandthesanctityof human
creation:thereis evidencefor thephilanderingnamePlantefoliein Somersetin 1226followedby
Plonteby c1280.

Bawdy sensecould have threatenedto diminish royal gravitas. It seemslikely that senseof
bestialgenerationfor Plantagenetwaseventuallyovercomeby Grosseteste's philosophyof godly
creationthoughthissuggeststhattherewouldhavebeenanunderstandabledelaybeforePlantagenet
becameacceptable,not leastto thechurch,asa royal surname.

RobertGrosseteste(c1175-1253)had beenat the royal court and at Oxford, andhe became
bishopof Lincoln. He mayhave beenawarethat,regardlessof of�cially-preferred meaning,there
were salaciousconnotationsto the PlanteGenestname. He becameeminentfor his scholastic
writingsandhedevisedaschemewherebythevegetablesoulwaspoweredby celestiallight, raising
its power of generationfor exampleto a moregodly status.Whereasotherscholastics,at Parisand
Bologna(e.g. StThomasAquinas),consideredthatman'svegetablesoulwasbaserthanhissensory
andintellectivesouls,Grossetesteconsideredthatthethreesoulswereindivisible. Is it acoincidence
thatheattempted,in the timesof a “Plant-like namecontroversy”, to raisethevegetablesoul to a
moregodlyheight?It wasin Grosseteste's timethatthereis the�rst evidencefor thenamespelling
Plenteand, by 1262, thereis the spellingPlante. Puttingmeaningsof the word plentetogether
with Grosseteste's threepowersof thevegetablesoulwegetnutritive generosity, abundantgrowth,
andfertile generation.Plentehadmeaningsassociatedwith abundanceor fertility andtherewas
a new-life senseto Plantwith its meaning̀ offspring'. ThenamePlantagenetcouldhave attracted
gossipaboutits connotationsof impregnatinga horseandthis may have built its infamy – such
gossipcouldhave delayedthename's adoptionfor of�cial royal purposesuntil a cleansedsenseof
divine creationcamemoreto the fore. Grosseteste's early thirteenth-centuryscholasticismhada
wide impacteventually. In Middle Englishby thefourteenthcentury, thereis referenceto faith, the
Word of God,andgentlenessall beingplantedinto man. Theword plant wasevidently becoming
moreassociatedwith God'screationinsteadof justprocreation.It seemsthatthesalaciousby-name
Plantefoliehad,by then,diedout.

31http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.as p?compid=409 30 reproducesthe article `Houses
of theAugustiancanons:Theabbey of Keynsham', in A History of theCountyof Somerset: Volume2 (Victoria County
Histories,1911),pp.129-32.In 1272and1277theAbbot is calledRobert.
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Towardstheendof thefourteenthcentury, therewasa scandalwhenJohnof Gauntmarriedhis
mistressKatherineSwynford,not becausehe hada mistressbut becausehe marriedher. Shortly
afterwards,thepoetlaureate,JohnGower, wrote to Gaunt's son,thenew Lancastrianking, Henry
IV:

My lord, in whomevereyit befoundePite withoutespotof violence,
Kepthilkepesalweiwithinnebounde, Which godhatheplantedin thi conscience;

Theking is cautionedto keephispes(peaceor seed?)alwayswithin boundsandthereis anempha-
sison plantedconscience.Peasalludesaptly to his seed:thebroomplanthashairy pea-like pods.
It seemsthat attemptsto cleansethe meaningof plant, in connectionwith PlanteGenest's royal
descendants,werecontinuingandit may be for similar reasonsthat the spellingPlaint wasused,
apparentlyinsteadof Plenteor Plante,for a witnessrelatingto a child of HenryIV' s step-mother,
KatherineSwynford.Plainthastheinnocentmeaning̀ petition' whichwouldavoid any embarrass-
mentsthatmightotherwisehavearisenfrom themeanings̀fertile' or `offspring' of Plenteor Plante
in of�cial proceedingssurroundingtheSwynfordscandal.

A few decadeslater, Richardduke of York adopted“Plantaginet”asa royal surname.By then,
it seemsthat the needto emphasisehis centuries-oldlineagewasmore importantthanavoiding
the echoesof an earlier bawdy senseto the name. Moreover, reassertinghis virility , in a hairy
shoottradition,may have matteredto Richard: therewererumoursthat Richardwasnot the true
fatherof EdwardIV and,in 1483,DominicMarcini allegedthatEdward's motherhadconfessedto
this. Edward IV of the “Plantagenet”Houseof York cameto take over the crown in thewake of
allegationsof thecowardice,weaknessandnä�vety, andthenthemadnessof therival Lancastrian
king, Henry VI. The Plantagenetnameembodieda senseof a morevirile generative renewal as
well asimplying thattheHouseof York haddescended,like thatof Lancaster, from Geffrey Plante
Genest,anassertedforefatherof somethreehundredyearsearlier. Therewasalsoby thenagrowing
senseof God's planting of faith and intellect into man to counteran earlier problemof bawdy
insinuation.

The Plantagenetsurnamehassincecometo be usedfreely, for the whole dynasty, with little
concernas to why thereis a lack of evidencefor its early of�cial use. A graspof developing
connotationsof man's generationandGod's creationseemskey to understandingwhy therewas
a falteringanddelayedacceptanceof this royal surname;andtheearlyevidencefor somesimilar
names– suchasPlantepilosa,Plantefolie,PlenteandPlant– helpsto illuminatetheexplanation.


